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Is it not all too common 
among men to become careless 
as we read and contemplate the 
language of the Bible? Do we all 
have a propensity to assume far 
too much as to our understanding, 
and as to the understanding of 
others concerning God’s Book? 
I greatly fear that our answer 

must be in the 
affirmative. We 
are careless and 
do assume far 
too much. This 
probably applies 
to us as we study 
on any subject, 

including the subject of the 
atonement.

There does seem to be a 
renewed interest in recent times 
concerning the atonement, as 
measured by the frequency of 
sermons preached and printed 

Most professing Christians 
unknowingly subscribe to a 
system of teaching that makes 
God the biggest failure of all!

Learn what the Bible says 
about God and shun those man-
made doctrines which would 
make God a colossal failure!

“For by grace are ye saved 
through faith; and that not of 
yourselves; it is the gift of God: 
Not of works, lest any man 
should boast” (Eph. 2:8-9).

The Bible Reveals God is 
Not a Failure

First of 
all consider 
that God 
has revealed 
Himself as 
the “Almighty 
God” some 
57 times in 
both the Old 

and New Testaments. Either 
“Almighty God” is indeed “all 
mighty” - i.e. all-powerful - or He 
is not. The Bible teaches that He is. 
Consider the following passages. 
Daniel wrote, “. . .he changeth 
the times and the seasons: he 
removeth kings, and setteth up 
kings: he giveth wisdom unto 

Matthew 26:30-35; 69-75
When you think about 

the story of Peter and how he 
denied knowing Christ not once, 
but three times, and when the 
cock crew he remembered what 
Christ had told him, do you 
remember how it affected Peter? 
He wept bitterly realizing what 
he had done. The meaning of 
“deny” in Strong’s concordance 
is: contradict, disavow, reject, 
refuse. Have you ever heard the 
cock crow, not the one that may 

be on your farm 
or in your back 
yard, but the 
one in your 
heart when you 
realize you have 
rejected Christ 
in your daily 

life?
Peter was not the only person 

in Scripture to deny God or His 
precious Word. If you think about 
it, everyone from Adam and Eve 
to this present day has denied God 
the Almighty and Jesus Christ His 
Son. Figuratively, Adam and Eve 
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relative to this most wonderful 
and stupendous doctrine. And 
I rejoice in this activity among 
dear brethren of my acquaintance 
and close personal relationship. 
I praise God for His leading us 
toward a re-examination of our 
understanding of His perfect 
work that He has undertaken for 
His glory and for the good of His 
people.

Atonement is a foundation 
doctrine, and as such, it deserves 
our careful attention and our 
most valiant effort to enable us 
to arrive at the correct position of 
understanding. We must seek to 
know God’s will and work in this 
matter, or suffer with the lack of 
true worship and praise that He 
ought to receive from creatures 
with whom He has in such mercy 
and grace dealt. He is to be adored 
and worshipped with all that is in 
us, and with faulty understanding, 
we will be unable to do so.

A careful reading of the 
Authorized Version (King James 
of 1611) of our English Bible will 
reveal that word “atonement” 
appears only once in the New 
Testament. And this one 
appearing of the word I found 
to be quite astounding, as it was 
quite unexpected. “And not 
only so, but we also joy in God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
by whom we have now received 
the atonement” (Rom. 5:11).

The Greek word that is here 
translated “atonement” is used 
only three other times in the New 
Testament, but in each of these 
three times used, it is translated 
“reconcile” or “to reconcile.” This 
is also a cause of wonder and 
amazement.

“For if, when we were 
enemies, we were reconciled 

to God by the death of his Son, 
much more, being reconciled, 
we shall be saved by his life” 
(Rom. 5:10).

“But and if she depart, let 
her remain unmarried, or be 
reconciled to her husband: and 
let not the husband put away his 
wife” (I Cor. 7:11).

“And all things are of God, 
who hath reconciled us to 
himself by Jesus Christ, and 
hath given to us the ministry 
of reconciliation; To wit, that 
God was in Christ, reconciling 
the world unto himself, not 
imputing their trespasses unto 
them; and hath committed unto 
us the word of reconciliation” 
(II Cor. 5:18,19).

That there is close connection 
between the words atonement 
and reconciliation none can 
deny. The words are expressive 
of a change that has occurred on 
the part of one person toward 
another person. In the case of the 
passage in I Corinthians 7:11, the 
change of attitude is said to be 
on the part of the wife who has 
departed from her husband. She 
is to be reconciled to her husband, 
or else she is enjoined to remain 
unmarried to any other. In other 
cases (Rom. 5:10 and II Cor. 
5:18,19), it is sinners who have 
departed from the relationship 
and fellowship with God who are 
to be changed in their attitude 
toward Him, and hence, are said 
to become reconciled to God.

This point now is vital to our 
correct view and understanding 
of the doctrine of atonement. 
Strictly speaking, God receives the 
atonement price, or the satisfying 
ransom price, while redeemed 
sinners receive the benefits of the 
atonement as a covering (c.f. Lev. 
17:11).

Never is God said to be 
reconciled to man. God has 
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not changed. His position has 
not been altered at all, for His 
essential attribute of holiness is 
immutably the same. It is man 
that has sinned and has fallen 
from his created estate. It is man 
that is estranged from God. It is 
man that must have atonement 
made for him, and it is man that 
must be reconciled to God.

Take note that it is creature 
man that needs to be reconciled to 
God. Though man is not the sole 
sinning creature, he is the only 
creature for whom God has been 
pleased to make atonement, and 
to bring to a state of reconciliation 
unto Himself. And not all men 
are so blessed of the Sovereign to 
be so cared for and provided for.

Satan, fallen angels, and all 
unrepentant men will suffer 
eternally in the lake that burns 
with fire and brimstone. And 
their suffering will be just 
and retributive punishment 
which their sin has earned. The 
punishment meted out to them 
will be in accordance with the 
enormity of their heinous sins 
against the Holy God. It will be 
deserved punishment.

And the judgment against 
them will indeed be punishment. 
It will not be corrective nor 
chastening in its nature. It will be 
penal. It will be punitive. Because 
the eternal burning will not be 
and is not designed by God, nor 
intended by God, to produce 
repentance unto life, it will not so 
produce. It will punish – and that 
eternally!

The rich man of Luke chapter 
16 is seen in hell, and he laments, 
“I am tormented in this flame.” 
Yet, no mention is made of any 
purging effect upon his nature. 
He is not brought to repentance 

unto life so as to escape from 
this place, or to be released from 
hell’s confinement. What about a 
chastening “purgatory,” as is evilly 
presented by the Romish system 
of Satan worship, so cleverly 
disguised as Christianity?

As examination of the 
Scriptures will reveal that when 
God preached the gospel of the 
grace of God to a congregation 
of three in Genesis chapter 3, no 
mention is made of His having 
made a “covering” (atonement) 
for the sins of the devil. And the 
reason that no mention was made 
of such a covering being provided 
was because there was no such 
covering provided – nor intended. 
God did not “offer” a way out for 
all sinners. Remember that of the 
gathered assembly here, all three 
of them – Satan, Adam, and Eve 
– were creatures, and they were 
all sinners.

But is expressly declared in 
Holy Writ that, “Unto Adam 
also and to his wife did the 
LORD God make coats of skins, 
and clothed them” (Gen. 3:21). 
Search if there be any mention of, 
or any intention to, make a coat 
of skin and clothe Satan. There is 
none. God did not seek to recover 
Satan. He did not intend to 
extend to him grace in any form, 
measure, or degree.

Revelation 20:10 makes 
crystal clear the ultimate end 
that awaits God’s archenemy, 
Satan. And it will not be as the 
laughing, diabolical creature he 
is imagined to be by foolish men 
who view him as the rule of a so-
called “devil’s hell.” There is no 
such place. There is a hell, but it 
is God’s, Who created it for the 
purpose of punishing those who 
have sinned against Him. “And 
the devil that deceived them 
was cast into the lake of fire and 
brimstone, where the beast and 
the false prophet are, and shall 

be tormented day and night for 
ever and ever.”

Does this sound like the future 
of the devil will be joyous? Is this 
a picture of one who is enjoying 
himself while others are being 
tormented? Unquestioningly, the 
devil is to be forever punished 
by God for his sins. And he will 
go right on sinning and heaping 
continuing punishment upon 
himself in endless duration.

And he is judged, and sentence 
executed, in full compliance 
with the declaration of God, his 
Creator, as expressed in Genesis 
3:14,15. “And the LORD God 
said unto the serpent, Because 
thou hast done this, thou art 
cursed above all cattle, and 
above every beast of the field; 
upon thy belly shalt thou go, and 
dust shalt thou eat all the days 
of thy life: And I will put enmity 
between thee and the woman, 
and between thy seed and her 
seed; it (He) shall bruise thy 
head, and thou shalt bruise his 
heel.”

God’s judgment of Satan then 
is sure and certain. There will be no 
stays of execution, and certainly 
no parole or early release from the 
confining and troublesome place 
designed for Satan, his angels, and 
all unrepentant men. Judgment is 
pronounced by God, and it most 
surely will be carried out exactly 
as prescribed.

Consider also the destiny 
of all the angels that followed 
Lucifer in his rebellion against the 
Holy One. Search for opportunity 
provided them for restoration to 
their created state, and you will be 
assured that no such opportunity 
exists. That is, you will find no 
scriptural warrant to assume that 
a way to escape the justice of God 
is found for fallen angels. When 
one is shut up to the declarations 
of Scripture, all imaginations of 
men and traditional teachings of 

men collapse around him who 
makes such declaration. There is 
no salvation for fallen angels.

But that is the way it is with all 
the suppositions and imaginations 
of men. When they are brought 
to the Holy Scriptures, they are 
all weighed in the balance and 
are found wanting. They all 
simply fall into nothingness and 
disintegrate into an empty heap of 
rubbish. And all this to the glory 
of God and to the vindication of 
His eternal will and pleasure.

Those angels that followed 
Lucifer in his rebellion were 
created beings just like those who 
were kept in their created estate 
and did not sin. There was no 
difference in them. The difference 
being only that God had elected 
certain of them to be preserved 
while the rest were bypassed and 
allowed to sin.

In this act of choosing some 
while bypassing others, was any 
injury done to those who were not 
chosen? How could there be? Did 
either the chosen, or those left, 
have any claim upon God that 
required Him to act favorably 
toward some and unfavorably 
toward others? To say so would 
be to impugn the sovereign 
prerogative of God to deal with 
His own as He would (c.f. Matt. 
20:15; Rom. 9:10-24).

What do the Scriptures have 
to say about angels, fallen and 
kept? Concerning those chosen 
ones, God has said that they are 
“elect angels” in I Timothy 5:21, 
and that they are to worship 
Him and to serve Him. “And 
again, when he bringeth in the 
firstbegotten into the world, he 
saith, And let all the angels of 
God worship him. And of the 
angels he saith, Who maketh his 
angels spirits, and his ministers 
a flame of fire” (Heb. 1:6,7).

Now concerning those angels 
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that were not kept, but instead 
were left to their own way, God 
has said of them, “And the angels 
which kept not their first estate, 
but left their own habitation, 
he hath reserved in everlasting 
chains under darkness unto the 
judgment of the great day” ( Jude 
6). Note also this declaration: 
“For if God spared not the 
angels that sinned, but cast 
them down to hell, and delivered 
them into chains of darkness, to 
be reserved unto judgment;” (II 
Pet. 2:4).

So then, we are scripturally 
assured that Satan and his angels 
will be eternally punished for their 
sins in the lake of fire. They will be 
eternally “punished”!!! This tells us 
that no punishment was suffered 
in their room and in their stead 
by Christ, or by any other. They 
are still “in” their sins, as they are 
being punished “for” their sins in 
the lake of fire. Note that they are 
still “in” their sins.

But what of unrepentant 
sinners among men? Hear the 
Lord Jesus Christ as He speaks to 
such. “Then said Jesus again unto 
them, I go my way, and ye shall 
seek me, and shall die in your 
sins: whither I go, ye cannot 
come. Then said the Jews, Will 
he kill himself? because he saith, 
Whither I go, ye cannot come. 
And he said unto them, Ye are 
from beneath; I am from above: 
ye are of this world; I am not of 
this world. I said therefore unto 
you, that ye shall die in your 
sins: for if ye believe not that I 
am he, ye shall die in your sins” 
( John 8:21-24).

And what is this declaration, 
“ye shall die “in” your sins”? Hear 
the conclusion of this matter. 
“And I saw a great white throne, 

and him that sat on it, from 
whose face the earth and the 
heaven fled away; and there was 
found no place for them. And I 
saw the dead, small and great, 
stand before God; and the books 
were opened: and another book 
was opened, which is the book 
of life: and the dead were judged 
out of these things which were 
written in the books, according 
to their works. And the sea gave 
up the dead which were in it; 
and death and hell delivered up 
the dead which were in them: 
and they were judged every man 
according to their works. And 
death and hell were cast into the 
lake of fire. This is the second 
death. And whosoever was not 
found written in the book of life 
was cast into the lake of fire” 
(Rev. 20:11-15).

This is what it means for man 
to die “in” his sins. He dies eternally 
for sins unatoned for, and the 
punishment is in correspondence 
with the enormity of those sins.

Now, what is atonement? 
Atonement is not “at-one-ment”, 
as foolish and unlearned men 
have imagined and have expressed 
their pride in declaring. Men 
imagine that it is just a matter 
of bringing God and the guilty 
sinner together, which could lead 
one to further imagine that both 
have an active, producing part to 
play in the transaction.

Such cannot be the case 
however, because the coats 
that Adam and Eve wore were 
supplied by God. What part 
did they play in their attaining 
of suitable “covering” for their 
nakedness, and for their exposure 
to the judgment and wrath of 
their Creator? And we answer, 
none at all. They were, to be sure, 
the recipients of the covering 
that was provided; but they did 
not, in any way, participate in its 
procurement nor in its bestowal. 

sin. But we would also be subject to 
another fall. What would we have 
that Adam did not have? What 
guarantee would there be that we 
would not likewise fall? Adam 
was in a state of innocence, was 
he not? And what is innocence 
except the lack of guilt?

The solution is that Christ 
suffered our guilt and penalty. 
That is what His suffering 
accomplished. He passively 
submitted Himself to the suffering 
our sins had earned and did not 
seek to be released from that 
suffering. He willingly submitted 
to our deserved suffering.

Have you not wondered why, 
when all the false accusations 
were made against Him, He did 
not speak to defend Himself ? 
Why did He not open His mouth 
in His own defense? Surely He, the 
sinless Son of God, was personally 
innocent of every charge that was 
or could be brought against Him. 
But He opened not His mouth. 
Why?

We, for whom He stood 
Surety, were guilty. Thus, as He 
stood for us, He stood guilty in 
our stead. Not personally guilty, 
but legally guilty. Accountably 
guilty – and that by imputation. 
Our sins were confessed over 
Him, and legally laid upon Him. 
He was “made to be sin” for us (II 
Cor. 5:21). “And Aaron shall lay 
both his hands upon the head 
of the live goat, and confess 
over him all the iniquities of the 
children of Israel, and all their 
transgressions in all their sins, 
putting them upon the head 
of the goat, and shall send him 
away by the hand of a fit man 
into the wilderness: And the 
goat shall bear upon him all 
their iniquities unto a land not 
inhabited: and he shall let go 
the goat in the wilderness” (Lev. 
16:21,22).

Consequently, all the honor, glory, 
and praise connected with the 
atonement, or covering, accrues 
to God alone.

Atonement means, in its most 
basic terms, a covering under 
which there is security. It means 
that reconciliation now is done 
because atonement has been 
made. It means that a ransom has 
been paid, whose price precisely, 
exactly and finally, corresponds 
to the demand. It means that 
when atonement is made and 
reconciliation is brought about, 
there will never be further need 
to repeat, nor to augment, this 
once accomplished and eternally 
blessed act.

What is atonement? 
Atonement is Christ being made 
our Mercy Seat, our Covering. 
It is a complete and lasting 
transaction which God performs 
as He exercises His grace toward 
elect sinners. But what He does in 
this regard, He does on the basis 
of, and on the positive ground of, 
what His dear Son has done. His 
Son propitiated Jehovah God. 
That is, He has satisfied God on 
the behalf of His own so as to 
bring them into agreement with 
God, and to appease the Lawgiver 
on their behalf.

Christ has accomplished 
atonement by His obedience to 
God and by His suffering the 
just penalty for our sins and 
disobedience. Both obedience and 
suffering were required, and the 
suffering of Christ was effectual in 
that it satisfied God. His suffering 
was for others who had failed to 
positively obey God. His active 
obedience and passive suffering 
were in the room and stead of His 
people.

Had Christ only suffered 
our guilt and penalty, we would 
have been restored to the state of 
innocence which Adam was in 
possession of before the fall into 
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Now hear the prophetic 
declaration of the fulfillment of 
this typical scapegoat’s role in the 
removal of guilt and penalty from 
the account of God’s elect. “He is 
despised and rejected of men; a 
man of sorrows, and acquainted 
with grief: and we hid as it 
were our faces from him; he 
was despised, and we esteemed 
him not. Surely he hath borne 
our griefs, and carried our 
sorrows: yet we did esteem him 
stricken, smitten of God, and 
afflicted. But he was wounded 
for our transgressions, he was 
bruised for our iniquities: the 
chastisement of our peace was 
upon him; and with his stripes 
we are healed. All we like sheep 
have gone astray; we have 
turned every one to his own 
way; and the LORD hath laid 
on him the iniquity of us all. 
He was oppressed, and he was 
afflicted, yet he opened not his 
mouth: he is brought as a lamb 
to the slaughter, and as a sheep 
before her shearers is dumb, so 
he openeth not his mouth” (Isa. 
53:3-7).

We, being personally guilty 
of sin, were obligated to suffer 
the judgment of God against us. 
We were guilty! But Christ, our 
Substitute, assumed our guilt and 
took it as His own, opened not His 
mouth, and suffered our penalty. 
Thus, He passively submitted to 
our suffering. Remember, Christ 
died for our sins “according to the 
scriptures” and died in complete 
harmony with their demands. He 
met our due death and delivered 
us from its demands.

But He also actively produced 
for us a perfect righteousness, 
and then laid that righteousness 
upon us. He clothed us (provided 

an atonement, a covering, for us) 
with His own righteousness which 
takes us far beyond the state of 
mere innocence and restoration 
to innocence that Adam had 
previously enjoyed, and that we 
now have been brought back to. 
We have positive righteousness 
from which state we will never, 
and “can” never, depart. We are 
kept by the power of God. We 
will never again be subject to the 
fall that Adam experienced, and 
that we experienced in him, as we 
sinned with him.

This is the atonement that 
the Bible presents. This is an 
atonement that atones. This 
is a ransom paid that yields 
positive and eternal results. This 
is a redemption that truly does 
redeem those for whom it was 
intended.

If the Lord wills, we will 
continue to look into the matter 
of atonement. There is very much 
to this wonderful subject that is 
yet to be presented. There is yet 
much to be studied, considered, 
and meditated upon. Please 
pray that each of us, writer and 
readers, will diligently look into 
God’s Book for His instruction on 
this and all other matters.

We anticipate further study 
into the nature of the atonement, 
the intention of the atonement, 
and the results of the atonement. 
We want to know more about this 
foundation doctrine, and to be 
enabled to apply its teaching and 
precepts to our understanding of 
all those matters that shall come 
before us from time to time in our 
study of the Word.

was in control even when wicked 
men crucified Jesus. They “...were 
gathered together, For to do 
whatsoever thy hand and thy 
counsel determined before to be 
done” (Acts 5:27-28).

Paul wrote concerning God 
that he, “...worketh all things 
after the counsel of his own will” 
(Eph. 1:11).

John heard people in Heaven 
saying, “...Alleluia: for the Lord 
God omnipotent reigneth” (Rev. 
19:6).

To these verses could be added 
many others which demonstrate 
that God does as He pleases and 
that no one is able to resist His 
power or hinder the progress of 
His plan.

Every honest person must 
admit that the Bible teaches that 
God is in control of all things as 
the foregoing Scriptures clearly 
indicate. If God is not in control 
of all things, He cannot be really 
in control at all. All miracles 
set before us the fact that God 
is able to do as He pleases and 
is not subject to what we call 
natural laws. The very concept of 
prophecy must mean that God 
is in control of all things else He 
would not be able to accurately 
foretell future events. If the Bible 
teaches anything, it teaches that 
God has a plan and the ability to 
carry out that plan!

One would think that all 
professing Christians would glory 
in these great truths concerning 
God. Surely every professing 
Christian should rejoice that God 
is in control rather than Satan, or 
mere man for that matter. Yet this 
is not the case.
Popular Preaching Makes God 

a Failure
Without considering the 

consequences of such a system of 
belief, most professing Christians 
today have adopted a theology 

Is God a Failure?
(Continued from page 1) •

King Nebuchadnezzar learned 
that God “...liveth for ever, whose 
dominion is an everlasting 
dominion, and his kingdom is 
from generation to generation: 
And all the inhabitants of the 
earth are reputed as nothing: 
and he doeth according to his 
will in the army of heaven, and 
among the inhabitants of the 
earth: and none can stay his 
hand, or say unto him, What 
doest thou?” (Dan. 4:34-35).

Job said, “If he cut off, and 
shut up, or gather together, 
then who can hinder him?” ( Job 
11:10). He also said, “Behold, he 
breaketh down, and it cannot 
be built again: he shutteth up 
a man, and there can be no 
opening” ( Job 12:14). Along the 
same line, in the New Testament 
Paul wrote, “...For who hath 
resisted his will?” (Rom. 9:19).

By the prophet Isaiah God 
said, “...I am God, and there is 
none else; I am God, and there is 
none like me, Declaring the end 
from the beginning, and from 
ancient times the things that are 
not yet done, saying, My counsel 
shall stand, and I will do all my 
pleasure” (Isa. 46:9-10).

Jesus taught that God is in 
control of all things when He said 
concerning sparrows, “...one of 
them shall not fall on the ground 
without your Father” (Matt. 
10:29). Note that Jesus did not 
say ‘without your Father knowing 
about it’, but simply “without 
your Father.” This clearly means 
that God is in control even of the 
details of natural life.

The New Testament preacher 
Peter, speaking of Christ, 
said, “Him, being delivered 
by the determinate counsel 
and foreknowledge [margin: 
“foreordination”] of God, ye have 
taken and by wicked hands have 
crucified and slain” (Acts 2:23). 
The apostles testified that God 

the wise and knowledge to them 
that know understanding” (Dan. 
2:21).
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which makes God a failure! 
Historically, this system was 
first taught by Thomas Aquinas 
among the Catholics and is 
known as Thomism. Later, among 
some Protestants these ideas were 
popularized by James Arminius 
and others. Today they are known 
by the term Arminianism (not to 
be confused with Armenia). This 
free will system of doctrine is the 
tie that binds Catholicism and 
Protestantism together - and in 
our day a host of nominal Baptists 
who also have fallen prey to it.

This freewill system of 
doctrine sets forth a god who is 
a wimp. He loves everybody (in 
spite of clear Bible teaching that 
God has set His love only on 
His elect people). The god of this 
theological system is trying to save 
everybody, but cannot because 
they will not let Him. Therefore 
this god is a failure!

Most often, adherents to this 
Catholic system of theology deny 
vehemently that they teach that 
their god is a failure. However, 
occasionally one of their preachers 
will say in words or substance, 
“God has done everything He can 
do to save you. The rest is up to 
you”. Or perhaps their preaching 
takes the slant that you must “let 
God” do this or that in your life. 
If you do not “let God” He cannot 
accomplish His purpose in your 
life, according to the god-is-a-
failure theory.

As further proof, we quote 
one prominent “Baptist” (BBF) 
preacher of some years ago as 
representative of this Thomist/
Arminian view. He wrote, “...hell 
is a ghastly monument to the 
failure of the Triune God to save 
the multitudes who are there...
sinners go to hell because God 

Almighty couldn’t save them! He 
did all He could. He failed.” [Noel 
Smith, “Universal Atonement,” 
Defencer Magazine, Springfield, 
MO., U.S.A., December, 1956].

RESULTS OF THE VIEW 
THAT GOD IS A FAILURE

Does it make any difference 
what people believe in this matter? 
We insist that it does make a 
difference what you believe and 
that your understanding of God 
is important! Consider these vital 
areas of doctrine and practice 
which are results of the evil notion 
that God is a failure.

1. God is dishonored.
“The Lord God Omnipotent”, 

is reduced to a trying-but-
failing deity. God said to ancient 
Israel, “...thou thoughtest that 
I was altogether such an one 
as thyself...” (Psa. 50:21). This 
system of doctrine that makes 
God a failure makes God like 
man!

Man, who can hinder God’s 
plan by exercising his “free will”, 
is elevated to near godhood. God, 
on the other hand, is lowered in 
men’s opinion by this doctrinal 
scheme.

2. God’s Word is 
contradicted.

Scriptures which teach 
the all-powerfulness of God 
are contradicted by those who 
promote the idea that God is 
a failure. The concept of God’s 
sovereignty set forth in those 
verses quoted earlier, plus many 
others, are meaningless if God is 
trying to save everybody. If God 
wills and desires to save all and is 
trying, God cannot be at the same 
time both a sovereign God and a 
failure!

3. Christians are insecure.
If men can by their decision 

resist God and thwart His plan to 
save them, why can they not after 
being saved remove themselves 
from being a Christian? If an act 

of the human will is what causes 
one to be born again, then surely 
an act of the human will can 
cause such a person to be finally 
lost. Besides, if God cannot save 
all those He wants to save, what 
right do we have to think that He 
can keep those who have come 
to Him? If God is a failure at one 
thing, who is to say He is not a 
failure at another - even at all He 
attempts?

4. Lost people are caused to 
have a low regard of God.

Instead of viewing God as the 
gracious, all-powerful supreme 
creator and sustainer of all 
things who is to be reverenced 
and worshipped, God is reduced 
to being a beggar. Rather than 
preaching the Word of God with 
authority and expecting the Holy 
Spirit to regenerate sinners as 
the Word goes forth, preachers 
beg, wheedle, and cajole people 
to try and get them to “get saved” 
(an unscriptural phrase). What 
thinking person, saved or lose, 
will respect a “god” who cannot 
do all that he wants to do? Who 
would worship a “god” that must 
beg and whine in an effort to gain 
the allegiance of his creatures?

5. The gospel and new birth 
are perverted.

Those who cannot believe 
that God elected some to 
salvation before the foundation 
of the world will not believe that 
He also wrote their names in the 
Book of Life from the foundation 
of the world (Eph. 1:4; Rev. 
21:27). Or else they claim that 
God “looked down through time” 
and saw that a certain individual 
would believe and on the basis 
of  “foreseen faith” elected that 
one. This is totally contrary to 
the principle of election. Election 
has nothing to do with works, 
either actual or foreseen (Rom. 
9:11-16). In Romans 11:5-6 we 
read that “the election of grace” 

cannot in any manner be mixed 
with works. “Works” (making a 
decision, exercising the human 
will, etc.), and “grace” (the new 
birth as a sovereign act of God) 
are opposite in nature and cannot 
be mixed without changing the 
basic nature of each one. Those 
who insist that God tries to save 
all men, but fails to save more 
than He saves, have changed the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. Instead 
of believing that a Christian is 
someone to whom and for whom 
God has done something, they 
teach that a Christian is someone 
who has done something. He or 
she has “decided” for Christ.

Instead of being a glorious 
announcement of what Jesus 
Christ has accomplished on 
behalf of His people (Matt. 1:21), 
the gospel has been changed into 
a works message. Some tell the 
lost that they must be baptized 
in order to be born again. This is 
works for salvation. Others tell the 
lost they must “make a decision for 
Jesus”, or that they must “pray the 
sinner’s prayer”, or that they must 
“invite Jesus into their heart”, or 
“walk the aisle”, or whatever deed 
may be in vogue at the time. This, 
too, is salvation by works. (All 
the forgoing quotes which some 
preachers use are unscriptural 
ideas and phrases! Check it out 
in your Bible! No apostle or New 
Testament preacher ever “invited” 
people to “come forward and be 
saved”). Doing anything in order 
to be born again is salvation by 
works, whether it is “be baptized”, 
“pray”, “come forward”, “make a 
decision”, or “believe”!

The Bible teaches that the new 
birth is a matter of God’s will, not 
man’s will! John told us the reason 
some received the Lord when He 
was on the earth: they “...were 
born, not of blood, nor of the 
will of the flesh, nor of the will 
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Is God a Failure?
(Continued from page 6) •

of man, but of God” ( John 1:13). 
God said, “I will have mercy on 
whom I will have mercy, and I 
will have compassion on whom 
I will have compassion. So then 
it is not of him that willeth, 
nor of him that runneth, but of 
God that sheweth mercy” (Rom. 
9:15-16).

The God-is-a-failure folks 
have missed the very picture Jesus 
used. Nicodemus needed to be 
“born again” ( John 3:7). In the 
birth event it is the mother who 
goes into labor, not the baby! No 
doctor ever expected the baby 
to “do something” in order to 
be born! The baby is passive in 
birth. Popular preaching has it 
backwards. Today hearers are told 
to “do something” if they wish to 
be born again.

Thus the gospel of the free 
grace of God is perverted into a 
religion of works.

Search the Scriptures! Believe 
the Bible! God is sovereign in all 
things - even in the matter of the 
new birth! “...who art thou that 
repliest against God? Shall the 
thing formed say to him that 
formed it, Why hast thou made 
me thus? Hath not the potter 
power over the clay, of the 
same lump to make one vessel 
unto honour, and another unto 
dishonour? What if God, willing 
to shew his wrath, and to make 
his power known, endured with 
much long suffering the vessels 
of wrath fitted to desturction: 
And that he might make known 
the riches of his glory on the 
vessels of mercy, which he had 
afore prepared unto glory, Even 
us, whom he hath called...” 
(Rom. 9:20-24).

to “discuss” with you about the 
things of God, and for whatever 
reason you make it a point to 
avoid that person? Then you have 
denied Christ before men. (Matt. 
10:32-33).

2) Have you ever brought 
any “damnable heresies” into the 
church? (II Peter 2:1). This could 
mean doctrines that were a denial 
of the Lord, or the tendency 
to which would be a denial of 
the Lord. It could have been a 
denial of the Lord’s existence, His 
teachings, or His attributes. (I 
John 2:22-23).

3) Have you ever failed to 
“put on the whole amour of 
God”? When you were going 
out to stand against the “wiles 
of the devil,” did you fail to have 
the truth, or did you have on a 
Christian character or the gospel 
of peace? What about the faith 
that is needed to conquer the 
devil, or the assuredness of your 
salvation and the Word of God in 
your hands? Did you pray before 
going into battle? (Eph. 6:11).

4) Have you ever tried to serve 
two masters? (Matt. 6:24). Have 
you ever served the world before 
you served the Lord? Did you put 
family gatherings before church 
service, or what about fishing 
before regular Bible reading? 
Are your works “abominable, 
disobedient, or reprobate”? (Titus 
1:16).

5) Do you always “keep His 
commandments”? (I John 2:4). 
Thayer describes “commandment” 
as: an order, charge, precept, 
injunction; that which is 
prescribed by reason of His office. 
If you say you know Jesus Christ 
as your Lord and Saviour and fail 
to keep His commandments, you 
are a liar. That is rather harsh, is 
it not? John also says the truth 
is not in you. To deny the Lord 
Jesus Christ in any way is serious 
business!! There are many other 

ways given within the Scripture 
that gives examples of how we can 
deny Christ.

So, if you deny Christ, what 
might the results be for this 
action? The most damaging result 
is found in II Timothy 2:12: “If we 
suffer, we shall also reign with 
him: if we deny him, he also will 
deny us.” Have you ever stopped 
to consider that statement, “He 
also will deny us”? I have listed 
above five ways that God’s people 
can and do deny God and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. How many 
of them are you guilty of ? All of 
God’s chosen elect have at some 
time been guilty of all five of these. 
When we deny the Father and 
the Son, we are labeled to be an 
“antichrist” and also a “deceiver” 
(II John 7). A “deceiver” means 
that an individual is an imposter 
or misleader. Are you a child of 
God and only serve the Lord in His 
church once or twice a month? If 
so, then you are a misleader.  Are 
you a child of God when you are 
in church and a child of the world 
when you are not in the church? 
If so, then you are an imposter.

When Jesus says He will deny 
us, He is not saying He will deny 
our salvation. If we are truly saved 
by the blood of Jesus Christ, we 
are saved for eternity. But Jesus 
can deny us rewards, or blessings 
in our daily or in our heavenly 
lives.

The Scriptures teach that 
the act of “denying” is not to be 
toward Jesus Christ, but toward 
ourselves. Jesus Christ Himself 
says to His people to “deny 
himself ” (ourselves). (Matt. 16:24; 
Mark 8:34; Luke 9:23). What does 
the word “deny” in these verses 
mean? Strong’s concordance gives 
the definition as: deny utterly, 
disown, abstain. In order for 
God’s people to properly follow 
Jesus Christ, we must be totally 

Have You Heard...
(Continued from page 1) •

heard the cock crow when they 
ate of that forbidden fruit. Moses 
heard the cock crow when he 
struck the rock for water, instead 
of speaking to it as God had 
commanded. Jonah heard the cock 
crow when the whale swallowed 
him. Judas Iscariot heard the cock 
crow after the Lord had dipped 
and given him a sop. All of these 
realized the disappointment for 
disobeying God’s Word and His 
commandments.

Peter realized his actions had 
hurt his relationship with Jesus 
Christ, in that he was afraid of 
what harm could come to him 
by acknowledging that he was a 
friend of Christ. He put his own 
feelings ahead of his feelings for 
Jesus Christ. Not only did he lie 
to the people, but he lied in his 
heart to Jesus. The Lord knows all 
our thoughts and circumstances. 
Christ knew that Peter would 
deny Him.

You may have someone in 
your family, or a co-worker, or a 
friend, or whoever it may be, who 
in your eyes they ought to have 
heard the cock crow. The truth 
is, it does not matter what others 
have done or said. The question 
we must ask ourselves is, “Have 
I heard the cock crow?” Your 
answer must be yes, and then the 
next question would be, “How 
often do I hear the cock crow?” 
If we are truthful with ourselves, 
the answer is more often than we 
would like.

Peter heard the cock crow 
because he denied knowing Christ 
and even went to the extent to 
curse and swear. What are some 
of the ways a child of God can 
deny the Lord Jesus Christ?

1) Have you ever had a lost 
person come to you and want 



Page 8 • The  Berea  Baptist  Banner • May 5, 2024

H h

Have You Heard...
(Continued from page 7) •

committed to Him and deny our 
own plans and desires. We must 
be willing to deny family, friends, 
career, etc. He also says we are 
to “take up our cross”. We must 
surrender our all to Jesus Christ 
and desire to follow Him. Taking 
up our cross means sacrifice, or 
laying everything on Jesus Christ. 
It means being willing to share in 
the sufferings of Christ.

Jesus said we must “follow 
Him”. The disciples were all 
individually called, and they left 
family, friends, and occupations 
to follow Jesus. In calling people 
to salvation, Jesus called them to a 
life of loyal obedience and service. 
If we do not deny ourselves and 
carry our cross and follow Jesus, 
we cannot be His disciple. (Luke 
14:27).

The question before us is, 
“Have you heard the cock crow?” If 
you are a child of God, you “have” 
heard the cock crow, because at 
some time in your life, you have 
denied Jesus Christ. In Luke 22:61 
we find that “...the Lord turned, 
and looked upon Peter. And 
Peter remembered the word of 
the Lord...” What kind of “look” 
did Jesus give Peter? From the 
commentary of Albert Barnes, 
this look could have been “a tender 
and compassionate look – a single 
glance of His eye the injured 
Saviour brought to remembrance 
all Peter’s promises, his own 
predictions, and the great guilt 
of the disciple; he overwhelmed 
him with the remembrance of his 
sin, and pierced his heart through 
with many sorrows.”

May we never experience that 
compassionate “glance” from our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

  • (Continued on page 9)

By Elder Joseph M. 
Sidders

The Promise of Perpetuity Or
The Preservation and 

Perseverance of the Saints  

The saints are preserved from the 
final apostacy (or total desertion) 
in Hell by the power of God.  It 
is impossible for he/she who has 
been found to be lost by our all-
sufficient, all-powerful, and all-
holy God! If they are not kept for 
all time, they are not truly kept at 
all!

Consider again some of what 
we have already taught in our 
study through the “Doctrines 
of Grace” so that we continue to 
keep a proper perspective: “Thou 
meetest him that rejoiceth and 
worketh righteousness, those 
that remember thee in thy 
ways: behold, thou art wroth; 
for we have sinned: in those 
is continuance, and we shall 
be saved. But we are all as an 
unclean thing [totally depraved], 
and all OUR righteousnesses 
are as filthy rags; and we all do 
fade as a leaf [death-the curse of 
our father Adam’s sin]; and our 
iniquities, like the wind, have 
taken us away [Can a leaf save 
himself once dead?]. And there 
is none that calleth upon thy 
name, that stirreth up himself 
to take hold of thee [Ever wicked 
and in rebellion]: for thou hast 
hid thy face from us, and hast 
consumed us, because of our 
iniquities. But now, O LORD, 
thou art our father; we are 
the clay, and thou our potter; 
and we all are the work of thy 
hand” (Isa. 64:5-8) (Emph. JMS). 
“Knowing, brethren beloved, 
your election of God. For our 
gospel came not unto you in 
word only [general call], but 

also in power [Irresistible], and 
in the Holy Ghost [He that 
works regeneratively to make the 
Word effectual], and in much 
assurance; as ye know what 
manner of men we were among 
you for your sake” (I Thess. 1:4-
5). Our perpetuity is found in 
those three little words of that text 
beloved, “in much assurance”!

Would we say the eight aboard 
the ark were truly spared if they 
drowned on the morning of the 
40th day? Was Isaac atoned for by 
another if he were slain and burnt 
as an offering beside the ram?

Here is a second question for 
us to consider: To what end is the 
salvation of the elect saints kept? 
There is great peace found in 
the phrase “eternal security” and 
rightfully so!  Some would refer to 
this as being “Once saved, always 
saved!” and I rejoice at this truth. 
Remember though that the latter 
portion of that phrase is only as 
true as the first portion.  

Being saved we are free from 
our sin-debt, but God is very 
much our Master!  If we were 
now permitted to live however 
we wanted then why would Peter 
write the following in I Peter 
2:13-17,  “Submit yourselves to 
every ordinance of man for the 
Lord’s sake: whether it be to 
the king, as supreme; Or unto 
governors, as unto them that are 
sent by him for the punishment 
of evildoers, and for the praise 
of them that do well. For so is 
the will of God, that with well 
doing ye may put to silence the 
ignorance of foolish men: As 
free, and not using your liberty 
for a cloke of maliciousness, but 
as the servants of God. Honour 
all men. Love the brotherhood. 
Fear God. Honour the king.” 

Living holy lives as free men 
bought in Christ is what puts 
to silence the arrogance and 

“Depart from evil, and do 
good; and dwell for evermore. 
For the LORD loveth judgment, 
and forsaketh not his saints; 
they are preserved for ever: but 
the seed of the wicked shall be 
cut off” (Psa. 37:27-28).

The New Hampshire 
Confession of Faith of 1833 – 
“We believe that such only are real 
believers as endure unto the end; 
that their persevering attachment 
to Christ is the grand mark which 
distinguishes them from mere 
professors (or confessors) that a 
special providence watches over 
their welfare; and that they are 
kept by the power of God through 
faith unto salvation.”

“Blessed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, which according to his 
abundant mercy hath begotten 
us [Elected before the foundation 
of the world and irresistibly called 
by His grace] again unto a lively 
hope by the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead [to receive 
His mercy we must first have 
the debt removed…we must be 
atoned for by the blood of Jesus!], 
To an inheritance incorruptible, 
and undefiled, and that fadeth 
not away, reserved in heaven 
for you, Who are kept by the 
power of God through faith 
[the substance of things hoped 
for] unto salvation ready to be 
revealed in the last time” (I Pet. 
1:3-5).

Oh the wonderful promise of 
perpetuity!  Let us begin today 
with a question to consider: what 
good is a salvation that is not kept?  
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Heavenly Hymns
“...Be filled with the Spirit; speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord; Giving thanks always 
for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Ephesians 5:18-20).  [This hymn was printed with permission from the Olmstead Baptist 
Church and written by Mary A. Lathbury in 1877. You may access their free-domain hymnal by going to www.olmsteadbaptistchurch.org/hymnal.pdf]

Come, Thou Almighty King
 

34

  • (Continued on page 10)

foolishness of that old man!  The 
devil says to forgo holy living 
because it is not required to keep 
you saved: he is right. It is not 
required of us to love and serve 
God either but we do so because, if 
we are truly born-again, we desire 
to be with Him! We repent when 
we recognize that something has 
come between God and ourselves.  
We study our Bibles because we 
long to know “more, more about 
Jesus”. We worship Him because 
we desire His involvement in our 
lives and know His will to be best 
for us. If we are not excited to do 
this willingly in this life, what is 
there for us to desire of Heaven?

Our salvation is kept, we are 
kept, our sins are not. We must 
repent and be holy, “But the day 
of the Lord will come as a thief 
in the night; in the which the 
heavens shall pass away with a 
great noise, and the elements 
shall melt with fervent heat, the 
earth also and the works that 
are therein shall be burned up. 
Seeing then that all these things 
shall be dissolved, what manner 
of persons ought ye to be in all 
holy conversation and godliness, 
Looking for and hasting unto 
the coming of the day of God, 
wherein the heavens being on 
fire shall be dissolved, and the 
elements shall melt with fervent 
heat” (II Pet. 3:10-12)?

We are kept to be used. What 
good is a Christian walk if the 
Christian merely stands or sits 
still at all times?  Our walk is a 
series of valleys and mountaintops 
so that we see that He is with us, 
preserving us through all things! 
In John 6, which we taught 
through recently, Jesus sent in a 
ship toward Capernaum while 

The Promise of...
(Continued from page 8) •
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Looking for the forum?Looking for the forum?
Don’t worry it will beDon’t worry it will be
hopping right back in ahopping right back in a
future issue.future issue.

He went and prayed.  What 
happened to them? “And the sea 
arose by reason of a great wind 
that blew” ( John 6:18). And then 
the text says: “So when they had 
rowed about five and twenty or 
thirty furlongs, they see Jesus 
walking on the sea, and drawing 
nigh unto the ship: and they 
were afraid. But he saith unto 
them, It is I; be not afraid” 
( John 6:19-20). This is, of course, 
followed by a lesson on faith with 
Simon Peter as the example. This 
experience was for the church’s 
growth in understanding of Jesus’ 
promise of perpetuity: “When 
Jesus came into the coasts of 
Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 
disciples, saying, Whom do men 
say that I the Son of man am? 
And they said, Some say that 
thou art John the Baptist: some, 
Elias; and others, Jeremias, or 
one of the prophets. He saith 
unto them, But whom say ye 
that I am? And Simon Peter 
answered and said, Thou art 
the Christ, the Son of the living 
God. And Jesus answered and 
said unto him, Blessed art thou, 
Simon Barjona: for flesh and 
blood hath not revealed it unto 
thee, but my Father which is 
in heaven. And I say also unto 
thee, That thou art Peter, and 

The Promise of...
(Continued from page 9) •

upon this rock I will build my 
church [Based on the context 
here we know this is still follow 
up to the original question of 
“whom say ye that I am?” so it 
is speaking of Jesus’ identity, not 
Peter’s.]; and the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against it. And 
I will give unto thee the keys 
of the kingdom of heaven: and 
whatsoever thou shalt bind on 
earth shall be bound in heaven: 
and whatsoever thou shalt 
loose on earth shall be loosed in 
heaven” (Matt. 16:13-19).

We are then not saved and 
kept by our usefulness, but 
rather perfected in our being 
used. Usedfailedcorrected 
“but” kept! Where is the grace 
if God were to constantly be 
erasing our name from the roll? 
Usedstoodfastblessed Oh the 
grace of God to reveal a usefulness 
for us and to be omni-patient with 
His chosen clay! “Wherefore the 
rather, brethren, give diligence 
to make your calling and 
election sure: for if ye do these 
things, ye shall never fall: For so 
an entrance shall be ministered 
unto you abundantly into the 
everlasting kingdom of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ” (II 
Pet. 1:10-11).

Let us now consider a third 
question: Does our salvation, 
being kept, remove the burden of 
responsibility from those being 
kept? This brings us back to the 

“black eye” that man has assigned 
to these precious doctrines, 
that being man’s objection to 
Unconditional Election. “If I am 
elect before the foundation of 
the world, and saved and kept for 
all time, why should I have to do 
anything?” One commentator 
wrote “The operation of divine 
grace upon the believer will cause 
him to persevere unto the end, but 
this perseverance is not without 
the believers own continual 
activity.” John MacArthur even 
made the comparison of trying 
to turn the steering wheel of 
a stationary tractor trailer as 
compared to one that was in 
motion. Recall that Jonah ran the 
other way but God still got took 
him to Nineveh!  That journey 
had an easier route, but Jonah did 
not take it. 

Why should you be faithful 
though God did all the work to 
save and keep you?  Because you 
are to fear the Lord, and if you were 
made to believe these two facts, 
you know He is to be reverenced! 
“Was not Abraham our father 
justified by works, when he 
had offered Isaac his son upon 
the altar? Seest thou how faith 
wrought with his works, and by 
works was faith made perfect? 
And the scripture was fulfilled 
which saith, Abraham believed 
God, and it was imputed unto 
him for righteousness: and he 
was called the Friend of God. 
Ye see then how that by works a 
man is justified, and not by faith 
only” ( Jam. 2:21-24).

Sadly this so-called “black eye” 
wreaks havoc on the Christian’s 
call to exercise holy living: “Why be 
a church member if my salvation 
is not dependent upon it?” Let 
me ask, do you truly appreciate 
the Lord saving you?  Why would 
you not want to labor faithfully 
in the only authorized institution 
on this planet in hopes that others 

too might hear the Gospel and be 
saved? The church is not a social 
club; it is a spiritual organism, an 
organization composed of people 
whom God has “called you out 
of darkness into His marvelous 
light” (I Peter 2:9).  This calling is 
purely of grace. Though we are in 
the world physically, we are not of 
the world spiritually. “If ye were 
of the world, the world would 
love his own: but because ye 
are not of the world, but I have 
chosen you out of the world, 
therefore the world hateth you” 
( John 15:19).

The world will hate true 
Christians who are in the church 
as well as those who are not: 
however, are born-again believers 
acting as “true” Christians when 
they are disobedient to God’s 
command to assemble?  “Having 
therefore, brethren, boldness 
to enter into the holiest by 
the blood of Jesus, By a new 
and living way, which he hath 
consecrated for us, through 
the veil, that is to say, his flesh; 
And having an high priest over 
the house of God; Let us draw 
near with a true heart in full 
assurance of faith, having our 
hearts sprinkled from an evil 
conscience, and our bodies 
washed with pure water. Let us 
hold fast the profession of our 
faith without wavering; (for he 
is faithful that promised;) And 
let us consider one another 
to provoke unto love and to 
good works: Not forsaking 
the assembling of ourselves 
together, as the manner of some 
is; but exhorting one another: 
and so much the more, as ye 
see the day approaching” (Heb. 
10:19-25).  

One final comment I wish to 
make on these precious doctrines 
before I close my writing.  One 
of my mentors along the way 
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of my Christian walk was my 
wife’s grandfather, Jim Wilmoth.  
When he was called to glory a few 
years back we found inscribed 
in the opening pages of all of his 
Bibles the following:  “It has been 
said that man can be whatever 
he wants to be, but only God 
can make him a “Baptist”!  And 
if God makes him a “Baptist”, he 
must surely hold to the precious 
doctrines that God has laid down 
in His Word.  Those doctrines are 
called “The Doctrines of Grace.”  
If nothing else is ever said of me, 
may it be said that I believed and 
taught “The Doctrines of Grace.” 
For they honor God and what He 
has done for man, for man can do 
nothing for himself.”

Beloved, these Doctrines of 
Grace are Baptist distinctives, and 
we “must” hold to them!  May the 
Lord bless you and your continued 
studies of His Word and ways!

The Promise of...
(Continued from page 10) •

Timely  TweetsTimely  Tweets

ByBy
Sylvia TweetSylvia Tweet

A Branch for LadiesA Branch for Ladies
Thy Desire

Text: Genesis 3:16: “...and thy 
(desire) shall be to thy husband, 
and he shall rule over thee.” 
(emph. ST)

I.   Introduction
A. I have heard that Bill 

Gothard of Basic Youth Conflicts 
Seminar believes the word 
“desire” in Genesis 3:16 means, 

Points to Ponder

P 
O 
N 
D 
E 
R
S

The Heavens Declare
 The Glory of God  

By Perry Ames

“The heavens declare the 
glory of God; and the firmament 
sheweth his handywork. Day 
unto day uttereth speech, 
and night unto night sheweth 
knowledge. There is no speech 
nor language, where their voice 
is not heard. Their line is gone 
out through all the earth, and 
their words to the end of the 
world. In them hath he set a 
tabernacle for the sun, Which 
is as a bridegroom coming out 
of his chamber, and rejoiceth as 
a strong man to run a race. His 
going forth is from the end of the 
heaven, and his circuit unto the 
ends of it: and there is nothing 
hid from the heat thereof” (Psa. 
19:1-6).

Psalms 19:1-6 tells of the sun 
going on its orbit. Psalms was 
penned by inspired writers over 
3,000 years ago. Scientists did not 
discover that the sun together 
with its solar system was on an 
orbit until the middle of the 20th 
century. Not only does all of 
creation declare the glory of God 
as Psalms 19 says, but real science 
confirms the Bible is true.

Ponder this: after the inspired 
writers of the Bible proclaimed 
that the sun is on an orbit, it 
took scientists about 3,000 years 
to discover that the sun is on an 
orbit.

“not the will to serve, help, or 
benefit; but the will to usurp his 
authority and to rule.”

B. Comparing this definition to 
other verses, can his interpretation 
be truthfully substantiated? Is 
the word “desire” really used in 
a negative way, or does it indicate 
the emotional longing that a wife 
was given by nature to please her 
husband?

II.   Other Bible uses of the 
word, “desire”.

A. The Lord said to Cain, 
referring to Abel, “If thou doest 
well, shalt thou not be accepted? 
...and unto thee shall be his 
(desire,) and thou shalt rule 
over him” (Gen. 4:7). (emph. ST)

B. “Thou shalt call, and I 
will answer thee: thou wilt have 
a (desire) to the work of thine 
hands” ( Job 14:15). (emph. ST)

C. “I am my beloved’s and his 
(desire) is toward me” (S. of  S. 
7:10). (emph. ST)

D. “Yea, in the way of thy 
judgments, O LORD, have we 
waited for thee; the (desire) 
of our soul is to thy name, and 
to the remembrance of thee. 
With my soul have I (desired) 
thee in the night; yea, with my 
spirit within me will I seek thee 
early...” (Isa. 26:8-9). (emph. ST)

E. “So being affectionately 
(desirous) of you, we were 
willing to have imparted unto 
you...our own souls, because ye 
were dear unto us” (I Thess. 2:8). 
(emph. ST)

III. Conclusion: If God has 
graciously blessed us with a 

husband, is it our “desire” to be 
an appreciative and joyful helper, 
with the will to serve, encourage, 
and benefit him? If a woman is 
not married, she can still show 

this “desire” as a willing and joyful 
helper to encourage her parents, 
her church family, and everyone 

in her life.

Love, Grace, and Love, Grace, and 
MercyMercy

ByBy
John GillJohn Gill

From where does our 
redemption spring? It springs 
from the everlasting love of God. 
As this love is the source and 
spring of every blessing of grace, 
so it is of redemption. 

The gift of Christ to be a 
Redeemer was a gift of grace. 
This gift of grace was the effect of 
love, as Christ Himself ascribes 
it,  “For God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life” ( John 3:16). 
That is, He gave Christ to be their 
Redeemer. The mission of Christ 
to be the propitiation for the sins 
of men, and to redeem them from 
sin, is given as clear and undoubted 
instance of His love (“In this was 
manifested the love of God...” 
etc.) (“Herein is love...” etc.) --I 
John 4:9,10.) When God did not 
spare His only Son, delivering 
Him into the hands of justice and 
death to die in the place of sinners, 
it was a full demonstration and 
high commendation of His great 
love toward them (Rom. 5:8). The 
grace of God, which is no other 
than unmerited love, free from 
all conditions, merit and motives 
in the creature is at the bottom of 
our redemption by Christ.

For as we are “justified 
freely by his grace through the 
redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus,” So that redemption that 
is in and by Christ is of  grace. 

  • (Continued on page 19)
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Baptist History
Taken from This Day in 

Baptist History
Written by E. Wayne 

Thompson and 
David L. Cummins

By Paul Stepp
of Bosler, WY

Moderate Steps

“The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD: 
and he delighteth in his way.” (Psalm 37:23).

A Hostile Investigation 
Produced an Ordination

Scripture: III John

Early in life, John Gano 
professed conversion to Christ 
and was strongly inclined to unite 
with the Presbyterian church; but 
doubting the scriptural authority 
for infant baptism, he entered 
into an elaborate investigation of 
the subject. He read many books 
and had many conversations 
with Presbyterian ministers, 
only to become more and more 
convinced of the truth of Baptist 
principles. He had an extensive 
conversation with the renowned 
Gilbert Tennent, who at the close 
of the interview said, “Dear young 
man, if the Devil cannot destroy 
your soul he will endeavor 
to destroy your comfort and 
usefulness, and therefore, do not 
always be doubting in this matter. 
If you cannot think as I do, think 
for yourself.”

Sometime after this, having 
obtained permission from his 
father, who was Presbyterian, he 
was baptized and united with the 
Baptist church at Hopewell, New 
Jersey.*

Soon after he was baptized, 
Gano became much exercised in 
mind about preaching Christ to 
dying sinners. One morning after 
he began plowing in his field, the 
words, “Warn the people, or their 
blood will I require at your hands,” 
came to him with such force that 

he became insensible to his work. 
When he came to his senses, he 
was wet with rain, and the horses 
were greatly fatigued. Under this 
burden of God’s calling, he applied 
himself to study in preparation 
to enter upon his duty. Before 
being licensed to preach, he 
accompanied David Thomas and 
Benjamin Miller on a missionary 
tour of Virginia. Their principle 
mission was to set in order a small 
church on Opecon Creek which 
was in a deplorable condition. The 
church had only three members 
able to give an account of their 
conversion. On this occasion 
Gano exhorted and taught some 
of the people. Upon returning 
home, his church called him to 
account for preaching without 
license but before proceeding to 
condemn him, they requested 
that he preach there to them. His 
preaching so favorably impressed 
the congregation that they called 
for his ordination which took 
place on May 29, 1754.**

Sometime later he was sent 
by the Philadelphia Association 
to the South as a missionary. 
His journey took him as far as 
Charleston, South Carolina, 
where he preached for Mr. Oliver 
Hart. In his journal Gano wrote 
of the service: “When I arose to 
speak, the sight of so brilliant an 
audience, among whom were 
twelve ministers and one of whom 
was Mr. George Whitefield, for 
a moment brought the fear of 
man upon me; but blessed be the 

Lord! I was soon relieved of this 
embarrassment. The thought 
passed my mind, I had none to 
fear and obey but the Lord.”

Gano traveled on numerous 
occasions into the South, where 
he carried out a ministry of 
encouraging pastors, assisting in 
planting churches, and fervently 
evangelizing. Wherever he 
preached, he recorded the events 
of his ministry as well as the rise, 
progress, and spiritual welfare of 
the Baptists. Fortunately, John 
Gano’s journal has given rich 

insights into the Baptist ministry 
during the Revolutionary War. 

* J. H. Spencer, A History of 
Kentucky Baptists from 1769 to 
1885 (Cincinnati: J. R. Baumes, 
1886), 1:117.

** Thomas Armitage, The 
History of the Baptists (1890; 
reprint ed., Watertown, Wis.: 
Maranatha Baptist Press, 1976), 
2:753.

 Ibid., p. 754

Brotherly Love

“A new commandment I 
give unto you, That ye love one 
another; as I have loved you, 
that ye also love one another. By 
this shall all men know that ye 
are my disciples, if ye have love 
one to another. …These things I 
command you, that ye love one 
another” (John 13:34-35/15:17).

In the race for more and more 
of what the earth has to offer, men 
and women – and even children 
– are obsessed with selfish desires, 
and have neglected, forgotten, or 
disdained any sort of compassion, 
kindness, or love towards others.  
However, this should not be the 
case amongst the people and the 
children of God! We have been 
brought unto our loving Saviour; 
and having received of His love, 
we are required and expected to 
demonstrate love one towards 
another. Indeed, in order for 
God’s people to prosper as we 
should, brotherly love is necessary 
amongst us; and certainly 

there must be love amongst 
the members of the individual 
churches of Jesus Christ! Love 
should be chief among us (Heb. 
13:1)!

Brotherly Love Defined
These two words in the KJV – 

“brotherly love”, in the Greek are 
actually one word – philadelphia. 
This Greek work appears six 
times in the NT. In the first three 
references above, the Greek 
word philadelphia is translated 
brotherly love. In I Peter 1:22 it 
is translated love of the brethren, 
and in II Peter 1:7 it is translated 
brotherly kindness (twice).  
These Scriptures give us an 
understanding of how brotherly 
love was understood in the times 
of the apostles. They felt that to 
demonstrate brotherly love would 
be to demonstrate brotherly 
kindness. brotherly love, to them, 
was something that should be 
assumed on the part of each of the 
brethren. Just as one would have 
love towards his brother in the 
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Moderate Steps
(Continued from page 12) •

flesh, so one should possess love of 
the brethren that God had given 
him in the spirit (Rom. 12:10; I 
Thess. 4:9; I Pet. 1:22; II Pet.1:7).

We are Commanded to Have 
Brotherly Love

Brotherly love, as it is 
mentioned in Hebrews 13:1, and 
as it is referred to in John 13:34-
35, is not just an occasional thing 
that Christians possess; but that it 
is something that God Almighty 
has commanded us to have. I do 
not want you to think that we are 
not to love anyone in the world 
and to love only the brethren, but 
I believe that there will be a clear 
distinction between the love and 
care that we have for our brethren 
and the compassion and love 
that we would show forth to the 
world. The first is a love for the 
dear and the known; the second 
is a love, pity, and compassion for 
the lost – with a sincere hope and 
desire that each one we come in 
contact with would be quickened 
and saved. Love is necessary when 
dealing with the saved, and when 
dealing with the lost (Matt. 5:43-
44).

Jesus Christ is our Example 
In demonstrating brotherly 

love, we know that the Lord Jesus 
Christ is indeed our example. He 
is not asking us to do anything 
that He did not already do. He 
clearly demonstrated brotherly 
love while He was here on the 
earth. Jesus Christ loved us, and so 
we ought not to find it difficult to 
love one another as well, especially 
since God loves those brothers 
and sisters who are called out by 
His Grace, to His Glory, and for 
Him and us to love ( John 15:12; 
Heb. 2:11-12; I John 4:11).

Brotherly Love is Evidence of 
Godly Love

If we do not have the love 
of God in us, then we cannot 
demonstrate brotherly love 
towards our brothers and sisters 
in Christ. We may make a poor 
attempt at it for a while in the 
flesh, but if we do not have the 
love of God in us, then we will 
eventually fail in our pursuit of 
unconditional brotherly love. 
Indeed, it is the pure love of God 
for us and in us that inspires 
and drives us on in the quest for 
harmony and peace amongst us 
– and in the proof of our love for 
each other (I John 4:20-21; John 
17:25-26).

The Church Thrives when 
Brotherly Love is Manifest

I think that it is just an 
amazing thing to consider how 
that so often our love towards our 
brethren is compared to the love 
that Christ has for us! What an 
incredible challenge that we have 
before us!  We must make every 
attempt to demonstrate a love 
towards our brother in Christ 
that would be like unto the love 
that Christ has for that same 
brother or the love that we know 
that He has for us (Gal. 5:13-15; 
Eph. 5:1-2).

“That You “That You 
May Know”May Know”

ByBy

Timothy Timothy 
WorksWorks

Assurance of Faith
“For our gospel came not 

unto you in word only, but also 
in power, and in the Holy Ghost, 
and in much assurance...” (I 
Thess. 1:5).

I believe every new Christian 
struggles with the question, “Am I 
really saved?” And there is nothing 

wrong with that. As a matter of 
fact, the process of determining 
the answer to that question only 
makes our faith stronger in the 
end. God even challenges us to 
examine ourselves to see whether 
or not we be in the faith (II Cor. 
13:5). God has given us in His 
Word a whole book of the Bible (I 
John), as a guide to help us answer 
that question that we may know 
that we are saved and that we have 
eternal life. “These things have I 
written unto you that believe 
on the name of the Son of God; 
that ye may know that ye have 
eternal life...” (I John 5:13). “Let 
us draw near with a true heart 
in full assurance of faith” (Heb. 
10:22). So, what are the marks of 
a true believer?

Difference
“But if we walk in the light, 

as he is in the light, we have 
fellowship one with another: 
and the blood of Jesus Christ his 
Son cleanseth us from all sin” (I 
John 1:7).

When we are saved, we 
become a different person, the 
same in many ways, but yet there 
will be a difference in us that 
others will see. We will have a 
different countenance, a different 
attitude that others will notice, 
even if we do not. You may not be 
aware of those differences at first, 
but they will begin to manifest 
themselves as you grow in grace 
and the knowledge of the Lord. 
“Therefore if any man be in 
Christ, he is a new creature: old 
things are passed away; behold, 
all things are become new” (II 
Cor. 5:17).

As a child of God, we are 
now different from the world 
and the world will hate us. As 
a new creation in Christ we 
are to separate ourselves from 
the “old way of life” and from 
worldly behavior and activities. 
“Wherefore come out from 

among then, and be ye separate, 
saith the Lord, and touch not the 
unclean thing; and I will receive 
you, And will be a Father unto 
you, and ye shall be my sons 
and daughters saith the Lord 
Almighty” (II Cor. 6:17-18).

One important way this 
difference is manifested is in our 
heightened awareness of sin. 
Before, when we were lost and 
sinned, it did not bother us that 
much. But now, when we sin, it 
grieves us, and we wonder, How 
can I be saved and do these things? 
God assures us that we can come 
to Him and He will forgive us 
our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. Our awareness 
and readiness to confess our sins 
and to ask God to forgive us is 
evidence that we are truly saved. 
“If we say that we have no sin, 
we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness” (I 
John 1:8-9).

Obedience
“And hereby we do know 

that we know him, if we keep 
his commandments” (I John 
2:3). As a child of God, we have 
changed Masters, therefore, we 
are to render obedience to Him 
who loved us and gave Himself 
for us. We cannot say that we love 
God if we rebel against Him. If 
we truly love Him we will desire 
to please Him and will obey 
Him. “If ye love me, keep my 
commandments” (John 14:15). 
“For this is the love of God, that 
we keep his commandments: 
and his commandments are not 
grievous” (I John 5:3). We have 
been redeemed, which means 
God purchased us for Himself 
and we belong to Him. “What? 
know ye not that your body is 
the temple of the Holy Ghost 
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Plodding Through Plodding Through 
ProverbsProverbs

		  By  Elder Tom Ross		  By  Elder Tom Ross
		  Chesapeake, OH		  Chesapeake, OH

Plodding 24 Through 
Proverbs, today’s Adult SS lesson 

in manuscript:
“A man’s pride shall bring him 

low: but honour shall uphold the 
humble in spirit” (29:23).

What a costly lesson our first 
parents learned when they cast in 
their lot with the king over all the 
children of pride, Satan. Instead 
of simply taking God at His 
Word and obeying His law of the 
Garden, Adam willfully rebelled. 
Adam’s pride and rebellion 
brought him so low it killed him 
spiritually and separated him from 
God. Even worse, all of mankind 
was seminally in Adam which 
brought all men into the depths 
of degradation and depravity. We 
are all born into a miry pit of sin 
with no ability to lift ourselves or 
make ourselves right with God. 
In spite of all the warnings God 
has given man, he is filled with 
pride and stubbornness. The 
fleshly man boasts of his abilities, 
accomplishments, wealth, 
popularity, and dead works. Yet 
God’s estimation of the best that 
man has to offer as “filthy rags” 
(Isa. 64:6) and “altogether vanity” 
(Psalm 39:5). Lost men pridefully 
reject the proclamations of free 
grace proffered in the Gospel 
only to be brought down into 
the depths of the Lake which 
burns with fire and brimstone 
for all eternity. Isaiah 13:9 and 
11 reveal: “Behold, the day of 
the LORD cometh, cruel both 
with wrath and fierce anger, to 
lay the land desolate: and he shall 
destroy the sinners thereof out of 

it…And I will punish the world 
for their evil, and the wicked for 
their iniquity; and I will cause the 
arrogance of the proud to cease, 
and will lay low the haughtiness 
of the terrible.” 

Ask wicked Haman how 
low a man’s pride will bring him 
down. After being exposed for his 
jealousy, envy, cruelty, and hatred; 
he was publicly humiliated and 
then hung on the very gallows 
he had built for his nemesis, 
Mordecai. Jesus proclaimed the 
truth of this Proverb when He 
said: “And whosoever shall exalt 
himself shall be abased; and he 
that shall humble himself shall be 
exalted” (Matt. 23:12).

George Lawson commented:
“God is the enemy of the 

proud, He looks upon them 
with disdain and abhorrence, 
and will abase them. Pride itself 
if the enemy of the proud and 
will bring them down from the 
highest honors to the deepest pit 
of disgrace. What was it but pride 
that brought Haman to the gallows 
and made angels devils?…Let us 
all beware of the devil’s firstborn 
sin, and learn humility from 
Him who was meek and lowly 
in heart. There are remainders 
of pride even in believers, which, 
if left unmortified, will do them 
great hurt; for any man’s pride 
will bring him low till his spirit be 
effectually humbled.” (p. 528)

How different are God’s ways 
with man’s ways! Men brag and 
boast on one another as they exalt 
their accomplishments. Men 
applaud one another at galas and 

awards shows. Their pride moves 
them to exalt themselves as they 
strive to be the center of attention. 
God despises and rejects all their 
prideful exhibitions. Instead, 
God has chosen the weak things 
of the world to confound the 
mighty. God resists the proud 
and exalts the humble as I Peter 
5:5-6 declares: “…Yea, all of you 
be subject one to another, and be 
clothed with humility: for God 
resisteth the proud, and giveth 
grace to the humble. Humble 
yourselves therefore under the 
mighty hand of God, that he may 
exalt you in due time.” It is the 
humble that God has chosen to 
dwell with according to Isaiah 
57:15: “For thus saith the high and 
lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, 
whose name is Holy; I dwell in the 
high and holy place, with him also 
that is of a contrite and humble 
spirit, to revive the spirit of the 
humble and to revive the heart of 
the contrite ones.” I will forever 
praise the God of all grace who 
brought me to an end of myself, 
made me to renounce and despise 
my sinful pride, and to humbly 
acknowledge that I am nothing 
without the righteousness of 
the Lord Jesus Christ! What 
a debtor I am to God and His 
grace that brought me so low I 
could look nowhere but to Jesus 
Christ crucified, buried, and 
risen again for my unworthy 
soul! How thankful I am for His 
chastening hand that afflicts me 
when my heart begins to fill with 
pride! His grace humbles me still 
and draws me away from that 
which man pridefully esteems to 
gaze upon the glory of my Great 
Saviour! I long for the great day 
of emancipation when I will be 
forever released from the death of 
the fleshly nature to reside in the 
presence of the Lord, bearing only 
His glorious image. No greater 
honor could ever be bestowed 

upon such an unworthy sinner. 
Philippians 3:20-21 describes this 
miraculous transformation: “For 
our conversation is in heaven; 
from whence also we look for the 
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: 
Who shall change our vile body, 
that it may be fashioned like unto 
his glorious body, according to the 
working whereby he is able even 
to subdue all things unto himself.”

That You May...
(Continued from page 13) •

which is in you, which ye have of 
God, and ye are not your own” 
For ye are bought with a price: 
therefore glorify God in your 
body, and in your spirit, which 
are God’s” (I Cor. 6:19-20).

Perseverance
“They went out from us, but 

they were not of us; for if they 
had been of us they would no 
doubt have continued with us: 
but they went out, that they 
might be made manifest that 
they were not all of us” (I John 
2:19). The perseverance of the 
saints is the grand mark that 
distinguishes true believers from 
mere superficial professors of 
faith. “Then said Jesus to those 
Jews which believed on him, If 
ye continue in my word, then are 
ye my disciples indeed” ( John 
8:31). “He that believeth on 
the Son hath everlasting life:...” 
( John 3:36). “Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, He that heareth 
my word, and believeth on him 
that sent me, hath everlasting 
life, and shall not come into 
condemnation; but is passed 
from death unto life” ( John 
5:24).

Love
“We know that we have 
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passed from death unto life, 
because we love the brethren” 
(I John 3:14). One of the ways in 
which we show our love for the 
Brethren is that we love God’s 
Church, which is the assembly 
of Saints, and we will join and 
faithfully attend that assembly. 
“And let us consider one another 
to provoke unto love and to 
good words: Not forsaking 
the assembling of ourselves 
together, as the manner of some 
is; but exhorting one another: 
and so much the more, as ye 
see the day approaching” (Heb. 
10:24-25).

Hearing
“We are of God: he that 

knoweth God heareth us; he 
that is not of God heareth not 
us. Hereby know we the spirit 
of truth, and the spirit of error” 
(I John 4:6). We will desire to 
hear God’s Word preached. 
“As newborn babes, desire the 
sincere milk of the word, that 
ye may grow thereby” (I Pet. 
2:2). We will recognize it as 
God’s Word. “For this cause also 
thank we God without ceasing, 
because, when ye received the 
word of God which ye heard of 
us, ye received it not as the word 
of men, but as it is in truth, the 
word of God, which effectually 
worketh also in you that believe” 
(I Thess. 2:13). We will “submit” 
ourselves in “obedience” to God’s 
Word. “My sheep hear my voice, 
and I know them, and they 
follow me:” ( John 10:27). “He 
that hath an ear, let him hear 
what the Spirit saith unto the 
churches” (Rev. 2:7).

God’s Spirit
“Hereby know we that we 

dwell in him, and he in us, 
because he hath given us of his 

Spirit” (I John 4:13). God’s Holy 
Spirit indwells every child of God. 
“But ye are not in the flesh, but 
in the Spirit, if so be that the 
Spirit of God dwell in you. Now 
if any man have not the Spirit of 
Christ, he is none of his” (Rom. 
8:9). It is God’s Spirit in us that 
teaches us and directs our steps. 
He is that “still small voice” of 
conviction that assures us of the 
truth of God’s Word and that we 
are a child of God. “The Spirit 
itself beareth witness with our 
spirit, that we are the children 
of God” (Rom. 8:16). It is the 
Holy Spirit that seals us in Christ 
until the day of our resurrection, 
“In whom (Christ) ye also 
trusted, after that ye heard the 
word of truth, the gospel of 
your salvation: in whom also 
after that ye believed, ye were 
sealed with that holy Spirit of 
promise, Which is the earnest 
of our inheritance until the 
redemption of the purchased 
possession, unto the praise of 
his glory” (Eph. 1:13-14).

Assurance
“Whosoever believeth 

that Jesus is the Christ is born 
of God” (I John 5:1). Because 
when we are saved, we are God’s 
workmanship and not our own. 
We will come to know that we are 
saved and have eternal life. The 
presence of these evidences will 
confirm our salvation in Christ 
and we will be able to say with full 
assurance: “I know I am saved!” “I 
know I have eternal life.” “I know 
that when I die, I will be with 
Christ in Heaven.” We are able to 
say with the Apostle Paul: “...for 
I know whom I have believed, 
and am persuaded that he is 
able to keep that which I have 
committed unto him against 
that day” (II Tim. 1:12).

ByBy
Elder Roger ReedElder Roger Reed
West Jefferson Missionary West Jefferson Missionary 
Baptist ChurchBaptist Church

Humility Before Christ

John 3:22-31
One of the obstacles most 

Christians face today is being 
humble. Humility is one of those 
Christian Characteristics that 
need to be Cultivated that Elder 
Tom Ross wrote about in his book, 
“Cultivating Christian Character.” 
In other words, we need to work 
on it day by day, it does not just 
happen naturally.

We see here in our text 
while John was at the peak of 
his career, Jesus appeared on the 
scene and the crowds, who had 
once streamed out of the villages 
to follow John, began to follow 
Jesus instead. As John watched 
them go, his only response was, 
“He must increase, but I must 
decrease” (become less).

John’s response to Christ is 
the same response which all of us 
must offer Him. John was able to 
do this because:

First, John Mastered Himself  
“I must decrease” (become less) 
(v.30). The desire for recognition 
is a universal human drive. We all 
want to be important, to surpass 
others, to achieve distinction. 
This desire often drives much 
that we do in life. Unchecked 
or improperly channeled this 
instinct can get us into a lot of 
trouble. Even good deeds can be 
undone by an overeager desire 
for credit and self-acclaim. At 
its worst it can even become 
ruthless. History is scattered with 
the wreckage of the havoc visited 
upon us by people who have 

reached for greatness with no 
respect for God or fellow humans.

Even the church suffers 
from unchecked or improperly 
channeled egos. Ego-centric 
preachers, ruling elders, resident 
critics—all try to impose their will 
upon the kingdom of God. The 
unbridled ego may be the single 
greatest threat to the health of 
the church. Properly channeled, 
however, this powerful human 
instinct can be the source of great 
achievement. In response to the 
arrogant request of James and 
John to sit at His right hand (Mark 
10:35-45), Jesus urged them 
to seek true greatness through 
service. Christian greatness is a 
greatness that undergirds rather 
than overpowers, that seeks to 
serve rather than to be served. 
This is the greatness John the 
Baptizer rose to in this, his most 
difficult moment.

Secondly, John Was Mastered 
By Jesus Christ “He must increase” 
(become greater) (vv. 30-31). 
When John looked at Jesus, he 
saw something in Him which he 
himself did not possess, something 
with which he could not compare. 
1) He noticed it in His preaching. 
2) He witnessed it in His miracles. 
3) But it went even deeper. 4) He 
saw it in His person.

True greatness belongs only 
to Jesus. History validates His 
greatness. He alone is without 
equal. Jesus was more than the 
greatest man. He is the Son of God. 
According to the scriptures it is 
He who: made the world, sustains 

Reed’s ReadReed’s Read
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the world, saves the world, and 
presides over the world. He is 
in every way the incomparable 
Christ. Incomparable means: so 
excellent, outstanding, or unique 
as to have no equal; impossible 
to compare with something else, 
because there is no basis for a 
comparison. And John may have 
been the first person to truly sense 
it. When he sees Him coming to 
the Jordan, there is no question in 

his voice: “Behold the Lamb of 
God, which taketh away the sin 
of the world” ( John 1:29).

With these words John 
acknowledges Jesus as more than 
the master teacher, more than the 
great physician, more than a great 
humanitarian. He is solely the 
Savior of the world. For John, to 
meet Jesus was to be mastered by 
Him. So must it be for all who will 
answer His call to salvation and 
service. Let us all strive to humble 
ourselves before Christ!

 From the Pen of a Country Preacher
Milburn R. Cockrell

(1941 - 2002)

Sevenfold Unity of
The Church

“Endeavoring to keep the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond 
of peace. There is ONE body, 
and ONE Spirit, even as ye are 
called in ONE hope of your 
calling; ONE Lord, ONE faith, 
ONE baptism, ONE God and 
Father of all, who is above all, 
and through all, and in you all” 
(Eph. 4:3-6) (emph. MRC).

Paul’s letter to the church 
meeting in the city of Ephesus 
is an epistle of church unity. 
Especially is this true in chapter 
4. In verse 3 he mentions “the 
unity of the Spirit” and in verse 
13 “the unity of the faith.” The 
unity of the Spirit is the doctrine 
essential to churchhood, the 
most narrow scale admissible 
in the constitution of a church. 
The church which embodies “the 
unity of the Spirit” is expected 
to grow up into “the unity of the 
faith” (Eph. 4:12-13). The various 

orders of the ministry mentioned 
in verse 11 are given to the church 
for this purpose. By the spiritual 
teaching of these God-called men 
the church passes from the unity 
of the Spirit to the unity of the 
faith, a thing Paul compares to 
that of passage from childhood to 
manhood (Eph. 4:14).

In our day there is much being 
said about church unity. But the 
dream of the present ecumenical 
leaders is a unity of association, 
affiliation, and amalgamation. 
These liberal church leaders, 
backed by millions of dollars, 
are working day and night to 
gather all Christendom, with its 
variety of doctrines and different 
denominations, into a one-
world church. These men are not 
working for the true ecumenism 
wrapped up in the sevenfold unity 
of Ephesians 4. They care nothing 
for the unity of the faith, nor the 

Pauline idea of church unity.
I believe in true ecumenism-

--the kind Paul speaks about 
in my text. I care little for the 
modern form, which calls upon 
all Christians to compromise 
the teachings of the Scripture. 
Ecumenicists want me to give 
up what I believe for what they 
believe. I am as willing to have 
unity as they, for I ask them to 
do no more than they ask me to 
do. I am as willing for them to 
give up what they believe and 
accept what I believe as they are 
for me to give up what I believe 
for what they believe. The leaders 
in the ecumenical movement are 
working to build an outward unity 
by association and affiliation. But 
such unity is a poor substitute 
for the inward spiritual unity of 
the Holy Spirit, which leads to a 
doctrinal unity.

For too many years Christians 
have devoted their efforts to the 
unity of the faith to the exclusion 
of the unity of the Spirit. They 
have had the cart before the horse. 
There can never be any true church 
unity apart from regeneration 
by the Spirit and membership in 
a true New Testament Baptist 
Church on earth which leads to 
doctrinal unity.

“ONE BODY”
Some would make this one 

body a universal church whose 
head is the pope of Rome. Others 
would make it to be the universal, 
invisible church consisting of 
all the elect of God, or, as some 
others hold, all the saved since 
the Day of Pentecost. Still others 
make the one body to be the 
various branches of Christian 
denominations in the world. All 
these ideas are wrong because 
they do not permit the sevenfold 
unity of the Spirit in Ephesians 4.

The body of Christ is not 
the Church of Rome, for it has 
changed the mode of baptism 

and corrupted the true system of 
faith. The total sum of all the elect 
are not the one body, for many in 
it believe in different faiths and 
different modes of baptism---
some deny the need of baptism. 
The multiplicity of denominations 
is not the one body, for they have 
not the one Spirit---yea, some 
deny that there is a Holy Spirit.

The New Testament knows 
nothing of a universal, invisible 
church. The word church is used 
in the generic or institutional 
sense in the Scripture a few times. 
But the one body of Ephesians 
4:5 is the Ephesian church. That 
this is the true meaning can be 
seen in Paul’s words: “Ye (not we) 
are called in one hope of your 
(not our) calling” (Eph. 4:4). In 
speaking of the one God he says: 
“In you (not us) all” (Eph. 4:6). 
Paul wrote to the Corinthian 
church and called it “the body 
of Christ” (I Cor. 12:27). The 
sevenfold unity existed in the 
Ephesian church and in all other 
churches of like faith and order.

We are not to take the 
expression “one body” beyond 
the local assembly of baptized 
believers. To do so is not necessary 
to its meaning nor warranted by 
other Scripture.

One body is not inclusive 
of all the redeemed. Rather, it 
excludes all man-made churches 
not modeled after the New 
Testament pattern in its terms 
of membership, polity, doctrines, 
ordinances, and officers. Christ 
has only one kind of body 
on earth today, a local New 
Testament Baptist Church. This 
fact overturns all human religious 
societies claiming to be the church 
of Jesus Christ. There must be the 
sevenfold unity of the Spirit and 
a growing up into a unity of faith 
in any institution laying claim to 
being the body of Christ,
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Sevenfold Unity...
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“ONE SPIRIT”
The one Spirit is the Holy Spirit 

who convicts of sin, enlightens, 
regenerates, and makes alive the 
dead sinner. This one Spirit is the 
only One who can give the desire 
of access to God, and this qualifies 
for membership in the body. It is 
the Holy Spirit who gives spiritual 
life and leads us to receive water 
baptism by which we enter the 
body of Christ. “For by one Spirit 
are we all baptized into one body, 
whether we be Jews or Gentiles, 
whether we be bond or free; and 
have been all made to drink into 
the one Spirit” (I Cor. 12:13).

How poorly the religious 
world of today comprehends this 
truth! Multitudes are inducted 
by the widespread sacramental 
system of salvation into what is 
called the body of Christ without 
the slightest recognition of the 
possession of this one Spirit as the 
needful qualification.

One Spirit limits the vicarship 
to the Third Person of the Trinity. 
This excludes any human head 
over Christ’s church on earth. 
This excludes all religious dogma 
not from the Holy Book inspired 
by the one Spirit. This rules out 
the need of a church member 
for demons, witches, wizards, 
fortunetellers, and astrologers.

No one should join the 
church in order to get the one 
Spirit. We must never enter the 
waters of baptism with the aim 
of securing the Holy Spirit. Those 
seeking water baptism and church 
membership must have already 
received the Holy Spirit as did 
the household of Cornelius (Acts 
10:47). A person must be “into 
one Spirit” (I Cor. 12:13); that is, 
under the influence and guidance 
of the Spirit prior to baptism, for 

it is the Spirit who leads us to the 
ordinance. In fact, it is the Holy 
Spirit who presides and inspires 
the whole Christian life.

“ONE HOPE”
Paul said: “...ye are called 

in one hope of your calling.” 
Various as may be the call of the 
gospel made effectual through the 
Holy Spirit, there are elements of 
such experience in all cases of true 
conversion which are identical. 
The gospel is preached to them 
all and they are all invited to 
Christ, regardless of the language 
in which it is expressed. The soul 
is brought to embrace the same 
Christ through the working 
of the one Spirit. All means of 
persuasion and of the later growth 
in grace are made effectual by the 
same Holy Spirit.

The one hope results from the 
effectual call by the one Spirit. All 
called by the gospel through the 
Spirit hope to be conformed to 
the image of Christ. We all expect 
to go to one place---the Paradise 
of God. We all expect to receive 
a complete salvation and a better 
country. This sure and steadfast 
hope is common to all members 
of a local church. There should be 
unity in a church because all its 
members have the same hope---
the blessed hope (Tit. 2:13).

The hopes of the future are 
many in this present world today. 
The Mormon and Mohammedan 
hopes for a future of sensual 
delight. The American Indian 
hopes for the happy hunting 
ground. The atheist hopes 
there is no God and Hell. Many 
professed disciples of Christ hope 
for nothing more than “pie in the 
sky.” In contrast to all these vague, 
inconsistent hopes of so many, 
the Spirit-regenerate believer 
has one single hope as an anchor 
of his soul. His “hope is built on 
nothing less than Jesus’ blood and 
righteousness” (I Tim. 1:1; Heb. 

6:18-20).
“ONE LORD”

The one Lord is a reference 
to Jesus Christ who is Lord of all. 
The members of the Ephesian 
church all owed allegiance to one 
Lord and Master. They were all 
the servants of Christ, and He was 
their competent Ruler and Judge. 
This is true of the members of any 
New Testament Baptist Church, 
for there is “...one Lord Jesus 
Christ, by whom are all things, 
and we by him” (I Cor. 8:6). All 
members of any local church 
intelligently and heartily call 
Christ Lord “by the Holy Ghost” 
(I Cor. 12:3).

There should be unity among 
Christians in a church because 
they all have the same Lord 
and Saviour. When jealousies 
arise, when they are disposed to 
contend about trifles, when they 
magnify unimportant matters 
until they are in danger of rending 
the church asunder, let them 
remember they have been saved 
by the same Christ. This should 
cause them to lay aside their 
contentions and be one again to 
preserve the unity of the Spirit.

The one Lord is exclusive. One 
Lord does not mean one Lord at 
a time. It means there is no Lord 
but one. The church member 
cannot serve two masters. He is 
responsible to His one Lord above 
all else. The lordship of an earthly 
king cannot take precedence 
over the lordship of Jesus Christ. 
The one Lord limits revelations, 
priesthood, mediation, and kingly 
rule to Jesus Christ our Lord. This 
outlaws all who would usurp the 
place of Christ.

“ONE FAITH”
The “one faith” is either the 

individual’s trust in Jesus Christ as 
personal Saviour, or to the system 
of revealed truth in the Bible. Some 
connect the one faith with verses 
13 and 14 to make it the correct 

system of doctrinal faith. Others 
connect it with baptism and the 
body, which is a nearer and better 
connection, showing that saving 
faith is an essential prerequisite 
to church membership and to 
salvation. I believe the term refers 
to both ideas as does the learned 
commentator Albert Barnes.

All members of a local church 
have experienced true saving 
faith in Jesus Christ. This is the 
faith through whose hearing 
of the one Lord we receive the 
one Spirit (Gal. 3:2), the faith 
in Christ Jesus by which we are 
made sons of God (Gal. 3:26), 
the faith through which we are 
saved by grace (Eph. 2:8). This 
faith is the vital bond which 
connects the believer to Christ 
and is the channel of all Divine 
communication. Apart from such 
faith we could not qualify for 
baptism and membership in the 
body of Christ, for Christ adds 
no one to the church unless he 
is saved (Acts 2:47). Head faith 
and decision card signing are not 
sufficient for the ordinance of 
water baptism, nor membership 
in a New Testament Baptist 
Church.

All members of a church 
are united by common belief in 
Jesus Christ and His revealed 
system of faith in the Old and 
New Testaments (I Cor. 1:10). 
They do not hold a half a dozen 
different systems of teaching. 
There is only one system of faith 
in the Bible, and this system 
is essential to church unity. It 
can never be said the universal, 
invisible church holds to one 
system of faith. All know it is 
hopelessly divided into hundreds 
of different communities and 
thousands of conflicting ideas 
about the Bible. The one faith 
can only be a reality in a local 
assembly of baptized believers. In 
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such an assembly the people may 
differ in temperaments, pursuits, 
and professions in life, but all 
members of the same body have 
a common faith based upon the 
Holy Book and are one.

The responsibility of a church 
is seen in the one faith. A church 
is obligated to teach young 
converts the faith. By bringing 
all new converts into the unity of 
the faith the church safeguards 
against division and false teachers 
without. A unity in doctrinal 
matters effects the maturity of 
the church in all things Christ 
commanded and the development 
of the body of Christ.

“ONE BAPTISM”
The “one baptism” is 

unquestionably a reference to 
water baptism that follows and 
precedes church membership. The 
one baptism cannot be the baptism 
of the Holy Spirit, as that would 
make this doctrine a repetition of 
number two, which could not for 
a moment be tolerated in so brief 
a scheme. There is only one kind 
of baptism in this age for a church 
to administer---water baptism. 
The one baptism of Ephesians 4 
excluded Holy Spirit baptism for 
our age.

Baptism is once for all in 
the Christian life. By this act of 
obedience the believer is bound 
by a lasting allegiance to the “one 
Lord” in a profession of the “one 
faith.” The symbolism of this act 
of outward profession imparts a 
peculiar significance (Col. 2:12; 
Rom. 6:4). The use of water in 
just any way would destroy the 
symbolism of Bible baptism. The 
destruction of the symbolism 
by either sprinkling or pouring 
invalidates the act and makes 
many baptisms. These many 

baptisms cannot be the “one 
baptism” which is a means of 
unity in a church. Therefore the 
reference is to dipping in water to 
the exclusion of all other modes.

The word baptize in the 
original Greek tolerates only 
immersion as the mode. This 
mode alone is a symbolic burial 
and resurrection intended to 
picture the believer’s death to sins 
and resurrection to a new spiritual 
life with Christ. The baptism 
of Christ in Jordan by John the 
Baptist fixed the mode of baptism 
for all time. John dipped Jesus 
Christ in the Jordan River. What 
Christ submitted to Himself as 
baptism He commanded to be 
done by His disciples (Matt. 3:15).

“ONE GOD”
The “one God and Father 

of all” is the First Person in the 
Trinity in Whom unity finds 
its highest exemplification. He 
is “above all;” that is, sovereign 
over all His churches and in His 
essence, superior to all. “Through 
all” means God the Father 
prevades all His churches on 
earth and works in them. “In you 
all” means He is in the assembly 
of baptized believers (I Cor. 3:16; 
Matt. 18:20; Eph. 2:22).

The “one God” dethrones all 
the idols of the world and destroys 
materialism, pantheism, atheism, 
and Darwinian evolutionism. 
The one God refutes polytheism. 
Men who worship many gods 
cannot be united. Their affections 
are directed to different objects, 
and there can be no harmony or 
sympathy of feelings. But when 
all members of a church have one 
supreme object of worship there is 
true unity in worship. All church 
members in a New Testament 
Baptist church have the same 
great object of worship which 
constitutes a strong bond of unity.

SUMMARY
Paul joins together seven 

different unities. Here is the one 
great confession of faith on which 
a church must be founded. Here is 
a unity which is produced by the 
Holy Spirit. Here is a sevenfold 
unity the members of a church 
are to endeavor to keep. Such 
true unity cannot be preserved 
in a supposed universal, invisible 
church. There is no unity in such 
a church. The universal, invisible 
church is “a concept of the mind, 
having no real existence in time 
or place, and is not a historical 
fact, being only an ideal multitude 
without organization, without 
action, and without corporate 
being” (Edward T. Hiscox).

There is no such thing as 
what some call “these heartless 
divisions that rend the body of 
Christ.” The body of Christ is not 
composed of all the different sects 
and denominations, which have 
neither the unity of the Spirit 
nor the unity of the faith. Today 
Christ has only one kind of a 
body, a local assembly of baptized 
believers who stand for the one 
heavenly standard of truth, which 
the apostle called “the faith.” 
This king of a church has bled 
and died for the faith delivered 
once for all time. It stands ready 
to pronounce anathema against 
even an angel from Heaven who 
would preach any other gospel. 
The true New Testament Baptist 
churches are the true churches 
of Christ on earth today. All of 
these collectively constitute “the 
body of Christ” of which He is 
the Head.

The greatest privilege for a 
believer on earth today is to be 
a part of the body of Christ by 
receiving baptism at the hands 
of an ordained Baptist minister 
who has the authority of a Baptist 
church behind him. If saved by 
the grace of God, why not follow 
the Lord in Bible baptism? Why 
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Sevenfold Unity...
(Continued from page 18) •

not be baptized like Jesus Christ 
was by submitting to baptism at 
the hands of a Baptist preacher? 
After becoming a member of a 
true church on earth today, do all 
you can to keep the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace.

BE A CHURCH MEMBER
As soon as a person is saved 

he should be added to the church 
by profession of faith and Bible 
baptism: “And the Lord added to 
the church daily such as should 
be saved” (Acts 2:47). In New 
Testament times converts of 
Christ sought church membership. 
After Saul (also called Paul) was 
converted “he assayed to join 
himself to the disciples” (Acts 
9:26). In Matthew 5:15 Jesus 
Christ commanded His disciples 
to put their light on a candlestick, 
and we are told in Revelation 1:20 
that the candlestick represents the 
church. Hence Jesus commanded 
His followers to become members 
of His church.

The Bible commands church 
attendance: “Not forsaking 
the assembling of ourselves 
together...” (Heb. 10:25). This 
attendance is essential to one’s 
spiritual growth, seeing that the 
church is the place that God 
has appointed that His Word 
be preached and taught (Matt. 
28:19-20; I Tim. 3:2; Eph. 4:11-
16; 3:9-11). Without the teaching 
of the Word, one cannot grow 
spiritually (I Peter 2:2; I Cor. 3:2; 
Heb. 5:12-13). Every born-again 
and baptized soul should come 
to church with an eagerness to 
hear (Acts 10:33) and to heed the 
Word of God (Heb. 2:1; James 
1:22-24).

The church is the place that 
God has promised to meet with 
His people: “For where two or 

three are gathered together in 
my name, there am I in the midst 
of them” (Matt. 18:20). Notice it 
is not “I will be there,” but “I am 
there.” He came first and stands 
ready to meet with us. Christ 
Himself attends every service; 
He grants His special presence to 
an assembly of His saints. Those 
who miss church services miss 
an opportunity of meeting with 
Christ Himself. Staying at home 
is not as good as going to church.

In the church is the place 
where the ordinances are found. 
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper 
are church ordinances (Matt. 
28:19-20; 26:26-27; I Cor. 
11:2,18,20,33). The church is 
God’s storehouse where we are 
to give our tithes and offerings 
(I Tim. 3:15; I Cor. 16:2; Mal. 
3:8-10; Deut. 12:5-6, 13-14). The 
New Testament church is the only 
institution which has authority to 
do mission work (Matt. 28:19-20; 
Acts 13:1-4). The church is the 
chief place where Christ receives 
His glory in this age (Eph. 3:21). 
These are some very good reasons 
to be a church member.

  • (Continued on page 20)

The gift of Christ is a grace gift. 
His being sent and delivered up 
to death are owing to the grace 
of God. It is “by the grace of 
God he tasted death for every 
son” of God. And this cannot be 
attributed to any merit in those 
for whom Christ died, since they 
were “...without strength, ungodly 
and wicked sinners - the chief of 
sinners, enemies in their minds 
by wicked works, etc.” (See Rom. 
5:6,7,8,10)

Mercy, which is none other 
than the love and grace of God 
exercised toward miserable 

creatures, gives rise to this 
blessing of redemption. God first 
resolved to have mercy on sinful 
men. Then He determined to 
redeem and save them by His 
Son. And it is through the tender 
mercy of our God that Christ (the 
Dayspring from on high) visited 
and redeemed His people; and so 
performed the mercy promised 
to men (Luke 1:68, 69, 72, 78). So 
God is said to save men according 
to His mercy, and mercy is 
glorified in their salvation and 
redemption by Christ. They are 
under obligation to sing of mercy, 
to praise the Lord and give thanks 
to Him on account of it (Titus 
3:5, Ps. 107:1, 2; 136:23, 24).

But it is not by the love, grace, 
and mercy of God to sinful men 
that His will is determined and 
His resolution fixed to redeem 
them. For redemption is according 
to an eternal purpose which He 
has purposed in Christ (who was 
ordained before the foundation 
of the world to redeem men 
from a vain behaviour, with His 
precious blood). He was sent 
forth in the decrees and purpose 
of God to be the propitiation 
for sin. God appointed Him to 
be the Redeemer and Saviour. 
And He appointed certain men 
to obtain salvation by Him. God 
appointed certain men to be the 
vessels of mercy prepared for 
glory beforehand, being moved by 
His love, grace and mercy within 
Himself to determine upon the 
redemption of them - then His 
wisdom was set to work to find 
out the best way and method of 
doing it.

How did Christ come to be 
the Redeemer? As love, grace, 
and mercy moved God the Father 
to resolve upon redemption, and 
appoint His son, and call Him to 
this work, so the same love, grace, 
and mercy worked in the heart 
of the Son of God to accept this 

call and to engage in this work. 
This love of Christ was in His 
heart from everlasting and was a 
love of delight. This showed itself 
in various acts, and especially in 
giving Himself for His people to 
redeem them, His giving Himself 
an offering and a sacrifice for their 
sins; His laying down His life for 
them; all these are frequently 
ascribed to His love (Titus 2:14; 
Eph. 5:2, 25; I John 3:16, etc.) And 
this love is unmerited, as appears 
from the characters of the persons 
for whom He died. And so this 
love is called the grace of Christ, 
unmoved and unmerited by 
anything in the creature. And to 
this is attributed the whole affair of 
our redemption and salvation by 
Christ (II Cor. 8:5). Compassion 
in His heart, toward His people in 
their miserable condition, moved 
Him to undertake and perform 
the work of their redemption. In 
His love He redeemed them. This 
love, grace, and mercy influenced 
and engaged Him to resolve upon 
the redemption of them. So He 
said, “I will ransom them...I will 
redeem them” as from the grave 
and death, so from every other 
enemy (Hosea 13:14). The means 
by which redemption is wrought 
out by Christ is by His blood, to 
which it is often ascribed (Eph. 
1:7; I Pet. 1:18, 19; Rev. 5:9). This 
blood was shed, and shed freely, 
for the remission of sins and for 
the redemption of His people. If 
it had been shed involuntarily, 
by accident, or by force, against 
His will, it would not have been 
a proper redemption price. But 
it was purposely and voluntarily 
shed, and with full consent. 
Christ had the full disposal of His 
own life and He freely gave His 
life as a ransom-price for many, “I 
lay down my life for the sheep,” 
(as a ransom-price for them) ‘I 
lay it down of myself” (Matt. 

Love, Grace, and...
(Continued from page 11) •
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Sovereign Grace and Landmark 
in doctrine and practice. Any 
interested called pastor of like 
faith may contact Brother Brad 
Butcher at (304) 669-4738 or 
(304) 745-6226.

*****
Grace Baptist Church of 

Gladwin, MI is seeking to start 
a mission work in Myrtle Beach, 
South Carolina.  We are also 
seeking a sound preacher to go 
there.  If you are interested and 
feel led of the Lord please contact 
Pastor Sam Wilson at 989-701-
5564.  You may also contact 
Brother Tom Coffee, who is 
currently working in the area at 
843-254-3018.

This ministry currently has a 
blog written by Bro. Coffee that 
can be read online at https://
thefaithfulofgod.com/blog/

*****
The Maranatha Missionary 

Baptist Church located at 14460 
Ravenna Avenue, Alliance, OH, 
44601, is seeking a pastor. The 
church was organized in 1981 and 
currently has seven members that 
are grounded in sound Baptist 
doctrine. Any interested elder can 
contact Brother Denny Morgan 
at dennymatco@gmail.com or call 
(330) 324-3038.

*****
The Sovereign Grace Baptist 

Church of Caldwell, KS is in need 
of a pastor.  For more information 
please contact the church in 
writing at SGBC, 400 N. Main St., 
Caldwell, KS 67022, or by phone 
Brother Darin Wiley 620-863-
2431.

*****
The Victory Baptist Church 

of Chehalis, Washington is in 
need of a pastor. Any interested 
brother may call Gerry Greisen at 
(360) 985-7975, or Mark Fenison 
at (360)  751-2929.

*****
The Lord’s Baptist Church in 

Tacoma, Washington is in need 
of a pastor. For more information 
please contact Gaylen Russell at 
360-879-5565 (home) or 253-
495-4567 (cell) or by Email: 

gaylenr@rainierconnect.com.
*****

Bethel Baptist Church, 
which is located at 2603 Penfield, 
Pasadena, TX 77506, is in need of 
a pastor.  Any interested Elders 
should call Brother Risinger at 
832-564-6350 which is his cell 
phone or you can call him at home 
at 281-476-5099.

*****
Bethel Bapist Church of 

Lawton, OK is looking for a pastor.  
They have been an independent, 
sovereign grace Baptist Church 
since the late 1950’s and they 
are seeking to call a man of God 
to guide, lead, teach, and rebuild 
their modest congregation.  If 
you are interested please contact 
Bennie Burnsed at 580-695-4473.

*****
The Philadelphia Baptist 

Church of Decatur, AL by 
God’s grace is seeking a pastor. 
The church is Sovereign Grace, 
Landmark, Independent, 
Missionary, KJV Bible in faith 
and practice. If you desire a copy 
of our Articles of Faith please let 
us know. Any interested Elder 
of like faith may contact: Glenn 
Gilbreath (256) 476-1033 or 
Mike Gibson (256) 303-7747.

*****
The Berea Baptist Church of 

Mantachie, MS is in search of a 
Pastor. Any interested Elder, of 
like faith and order, my contact 
us at 662-282-7794, or office@
bereabaptistchurch.org for a 
pastoral questionaire.

*****
The Sovereign Grace Baptist 

Church in Brownsburg, Indiana 
is in need of a pastor. The church 
firmly believes in the Sovereignty 
of God, the doctrines of Grace 
and the perpetuity of the New 
Testament Church. Interested 
brethren should contact Chris 
Rainey at 317-727-4755.

The Grace Landmark Baptist 
Church of Buckhannon, WV, is 
seeking a pastor. The church is 

20:28; John 10:15, 18). It was 
not the blood of bulls and goats 
which could not be an adequate 
price of redemption, but it was 
human blood. Christ partook of 
the same flesh and blood with the 
children for whom He died. Only 
it was with this difference, it was 
not tainted with sins as theirs 
is (which is another requisite of 
the ransom-price, it must be the 
blood of an innocent person, as 
Christ was).

To whom was this love, grace, 
and mercy of God and Christ 
given? ---a “beloved” people 
(II Thess. 2:13); a people who 
“receive abundance of grace” 
(Rom. 5:17); those who “have 
obtained mercy.” They are 
said to be “redeemed from the 
earth,” that is, from among the 
inhabitants of the earth. And 
one end of Christ’s redemption is 
to “purify to himself a peculiar 
people” (Rev. 14:3; Tit. 2:14). The 
inspired writers seem to delight 
in using the pronoun “us,” when 
speaking of the death of Christ, 
and redemption by it. Thereby 
they point to a particular people, 
as the context shows, “Christ 
died for us”; God “delivered him 
up for us all”; “who gave himself 

for us, that he might redeem us”; 
“hast redeemed us unto God 
by Thy blood” (Rom. 5:8 and 
8:32; Tit. 2:14; Rev. 5:9). They 
are many indeed, those for whom 
Christ has given His life a ransom 
(Matt. 20:28). But then these 
are carefully described in order 
to show that they are a peculiar 
people. They are the “many” the 
Father has given to Christ; the 
“many” whose sins He bore on the 
cross; the “many” for whom His 
blood was shed for the remission 
of their sins; the “many” who are 
made righteous by His obedience; 
the “many” sons the Captain of 
their salvation brings to glory 
(Heb. 2:10; 9:28; John 17). These, 
and these only, are the objects of 
the love, grace, and mercy of God 
and Christ manifested in their 
redemption.

“But God, who is rich 
in mercy, for his great love 
wherewith he loved us, Even 
when we were dead in sins, hath 
quickened us together with 
Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)” 
(Eph. 2:4, 5).

Love, Grace, and...
(Continued from page 19) •


