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Oncken:
Pioneer Baptist Of Europe

Author Unknown

Germany. Industralists have longed
to emulate its economic growth rate.
Politicians have found it to be the
enigma of this century. Its modern
theology has spawned a liberalism
which still grips the churches. Yet its
greatest son was the father of the
Reformation. Or was Luther really
its greatest son? Very high in Ger-
many's gospel ranks must come
Johann Gerhard Oncken. Prior to
1834, Baptists as we know them
were virtually non-existent on the
continent of Europe (the Menonites
excepted). In that year Oncken was
baptized. He became the pastor of
the first Baptist church in Hamburg.
Writing in 1866, members of that
church in Hamburg could say:

"Through the wonderful work of

(Continued on page five)

By Jarrel E. Huffman
Duncan, Oklahoma

(Continued from April Issue)
II. THE ORDINATION OF WOMEN
AS DEACONS

Jarrel E. Huffman
Baptists have always, except for

present exceptions, ordained men to
fill the office of deacon. The First

London Confession (1646) states:
(Continued on page two)

By Mark W. Fenison and
Robert P. Myers
Eatonville, Washington

In some Baptist circles the words
"church succession” or "mother
church" are dirty words. Sometimes
those that believe in such are called,
"chain rattlers" or "Romanists," etc.

Indeed, it has been pointed out
that some of our "great" Baptists
and "great" Baptist historians deny
that such a position can be "proven”
from secular history. Nevertheless, it
must be remembered that the final
authority is "inspired” men not great
"uninspired” men. It isa "Thus saith
the Lord" that determines the
validity of any position. Great men
may make "great" mistakes. Secular
history may be an "authority” to the
church in Rome but not to Bible be-
lievers.

There are some very fine men in

Real

a n n e r

Whole Number 89

Robert Myers

Baptist ranks today that oppose the
view that will be expounded in this
article. It is hoped that they may be
charitably persuaded otherwise.
(Continued on page seven)

Grace

Only In Christ

By Rosco Brong

(1908 - 1985)
". . .the gospel which is present for
you, as also in all the world, and is

The First Marriage

By Milburn Cockrell

(Preached on the Berea Baptist Broadcast November 24, 1985)

"Therefore shall a man leave his
father and his mother, and shall
cleave unto his wife: and they shall
be one flesh™ (Gen. 2:24).

In our modern world there is a
great cry to "get back to the basics.”
I, for one, wish to join in this cry.
| believe that it is time that we got
back to the basics when it comes to
marriage. Most of the sermons and
books now being put forth deals
with the "exception” clause. 1 plan
to deal with this in a later message.
But today | want to set forth from

the Bible marriage as God intended
it to be.

Evolutionists would have us to be-
lieve that marriage is a product of
evolution. They say there was atime
millions of years ago that men and
women ran together in hordes and
lived promiscuously without any
permanent mating of husband and
wife. Those of us who believe the
Bible do not even take seriously
such fictious theories.

GOD MADE MALE AND FEMALE

(Continued on page three)

bearing fruit, as also in you, from the
day ye heard of and got to know the
grace of God in truth” (Col. 1:3-6,
improved translation).

Taking the phrase "in truth" as
describing "the grace of God," our

Rosco Brong

text suggests: first, a real or genuine
(Continued on page six)



Page 2

THE BEREA BAPTIST BANNER
ftMbwfn CockroN, Editor

THE BEREA BAPTIST BANNER (UPS 546470) Is published
monthly lor $3.00 per year by the authority of the Berea Baptist
Church, P. O. Box 552, South Point. Ohio 45680-0552. Second-
class postage paid at South Point, Ohio.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to THE BEREA BAPTIST
BANNER, P. O. Box 552, South Point. Ohio 456800552.

PUBLICATION POLICIES: All matter for publication should be
sent to the editor. All manuscripts are to be typed and double
spaced. All such material becomes the property of BBS and will
not be returned unless requested by the writer. We reserve the
riglt to edit and condense aU materials sent to us for publication.

The publication of an article does not necessarily mean the
editor is in complete agreement with the writer, nor does it mean
he endorses all this person may have written on other subjects.

COPYING PRIVILEGES: Unless otherwise stated any article
published in this paper may be copied by other publications, pro-
vided they give proper credit line stating that such was copied
from this publication, and the date of publication: provided that
such materials are not published for profit. It we are not on an ex-
change list with the publication copying, it is requested that a
copy of the issue containing the article be sent to our address. All
copyrighted materials may notbe copied without written consent.

PUBLISHED MONTHLY with paid circulation in most states in
the U. S. A. and some foreign countries.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES

Oneyear $3.00
Twoyears $5.00
Fiveyears $12.00

PLANNING TO MOVE? Notify us three weeks In advance. The
poet office does not forward second class mail unless the ad-
dressee guarantees the forwarding postage. They charge us $.25
tor each “change of address.” Please save us this expense and
the post office time.

BUNDLES TO ONE ADDRESS: These are sentfor $2 per paper
fora year. An example: 10 papers for one yeer $20,20 papers for
a year $40.00.

LOCATION OF PUBLISHING CHURCH: Our church Is located
on county road 1 about two miles down liver from South Point,
Ohio, m a community called Sheridan. We are about two miles
from Ashland, Kentucky, on the opposite side ot the river.
Readers are always welcome to visit our services.

EDITOR S PHONE: 1-614-377-9428.

A PAPER WITHOUT SUBSCRIPTION: Some time people write
to us and say that they did not subscribe for the BBB. They are
receiving our paper because someone else has paid for their
subscription. We trust the BBB will be received as an outstretch-
ed hand to you. Take what you find helpfurand discard what you
cannot use.

If you do not want to receive such a gift subscription, please
write to us. We are happy to caned such a subscription. We do
notwant to go where we are not wanted.

WOMEN

(Continued from page one)

"Being thus joined, every local
church hath power given them from
Christ, for their wellbeing, to choose
themselves meet persons for elders
and deacons, being qualified accord-
ing to the word. .. ." (Article 36, p.
13). These qualifications as we shall
see, limits the office to men.

Scholars seem to be in agreement
that the seven chosen men in Acts 6
were deacons, or at least the fore-
runners of deacons, though the word
"deacon" is not used in the passage.
The apostles chose these as the needs
arose. They said, "Wherefore, breth-
ren, look ye out among you seven
men fandras, from aner—an individ-
ual man or male, as opposed to gune,
woman).. (Acts 6:3).

The word "deacon”, as noted pre-
viously, is the transliteration of the
Greek, diakonos—minister; servant.
The word appears five times in the
New Testament. See Philippians 1:1;
| Timothy 3:8,10,12,13. Each time
it refers to the office o f deacon.

The word itself (diakonos), how-
ever, appears atotal of 30 times, and
is translated "minister” (20 times),
"servant" (7 times), and "deacon"
(3 times). Note: | Timothy 3:10,13
employs the verb, diakoneo (to min-
ister).

The verb, diakoneo, appears 37
times, and is translated "minister un-
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to" (15 times), "serve" (10 times),

and "minister" (7 times). In five
other instances it is translated in a
similar way.

The noun form, diakonia, appears
34 times, and is translated "min-
istry" (16 times), "ministration"
(6 times), "ministering" (3 times),
and similar ways 9 more times.

The basic meaning of all of these
words is "to serve" or "to minister
unto." Scholars are in agreement
thus far in the discussion.

One Baptist pastor of the present
said this of women being ordained as
deacons: "While ordaining women
was commonplace in the early
church and even through the 1800's,
the practice has not been very
popular the past one hundred years."
This pastor quotes Acts 2:17,18;
18:26; 21:9; Romans 16:1; Philip-
pians 4:3 as proof that the early
churches ordained women to the

deaconship.
Acts 2:17,18 speaks of the "dau-
ghters prophesying." Acts 18:26

speaks of Aquila and Priscilla ex-
pounding the Word of God privately
to Apollos. Acts 21:9 speaks of Phil-
lip's four daughters who prophesied.
Philippians 4:3 speaks of the women
who labored with Paul in the gospel
ministry. Surely, to the careful
reader, there is no proof whatever
that these verses prove the ordina-
tion of women to either the deacon-
ship or the pastorate. One must read
into these Scriptures ordination, for
they do not teach such.

Now to Romans 16:1, which says,
"l commend unto you Phebe our sis
ter, which is a servant (diakonon) of
the church which isat Cenchrea.”

The word diakonos (here
diakonon) can be either in the mas-
culine or feminine gender. Here is
is feminine since it qualifies or mod-
ifies "sister" (adeiphen, which is
feminine). Some insist, therefore,
that the word should be translated
"deaconness."

But all of this kind of reasoning
is overlooking the meaning of the

word itself. Diakonos means a "ser-
vant" or "minister." The word
"deacon" is a transliteration—as

"baptize" is a transliteration of the
Greek baptizo (to immerse).

Anyone who "serves" or "min-
isters" in any capacity in the Lord's
work could be called a diakonos in
the general sense. For instance, the
word is used of the apostles (Matt.
20:26; Mark 9:35; Il Cor. 3:16;
Eph. 3:7); of rulers (Rom. 13:4);
of Jesus (Gal. 2:17; Rom. 15:8; Col.
1:7); of pastors (Eph. 6:21; 1l Cor.
6:4; Col. 4:7); of Satan's envoys
(Il Cor. 11:15,23); of aservant to a
king (Matt. 22:13); of servants in a
household (John 2:5,9); of servants
of the Lord generally (John 12:26).

Thus, the word, diakonos, refers to
servants or to those who minister.
The word does not, in itself, indicate
or demand ordination in every case.
With apostles, pastors, and deacons,
ordination is concerned. When the
word is used generally—of servants
of kings, of households, or of the

for
doctrine.

Lord's servants in general, ordination
isnot under consideration.

What, then, does Romans 16:1
mean? Was Phebe an ordained dea-
conness? Or was she merely a servant
of the church in the general sense?
First, there is no proof that Phebe or
any other woman was officially or-
dained by the apostles or churches to
act in the office of a deacon
(diakonia). The passages in | Tim-
othy 3 and Titus 1 limit the ordina-
tion to men. Second, we do not deny
that Phebe was a servant of the
church at Cenchrea. Perhaps she had
a special task in dealing with the
older and younger women, as some
suggest. But this does not mean that
she was formally ordained to the
deaconship. Again, such teaching
has to be read into the Scriptures,
they do not teach such a

This fact, however, does not mini-
mize the work and importance of

women in the Lord's work. But the

Bible always gives leadership posi-

tions to men. Exceptions to this rule

in Scripture are just that—excep-
tions, and are not the rule. In fact,
Paul lays down the maxim that wo-
men were to be in silence (quietness)
in the assemblies. He told the
Corinthian Church: "Let your wom-
en keep silence in the churches: for
it is not permitted unto them to
speak; but they are commanded to
be under obedience, as also saith the
law." He told Timothy: "Let the
women learn in silence (quietness)
with all subjection. But | suffer not a
woman to teach, nor to usurp
authority over the man, but to be in
silence (quietness)" (I Timothy 2:11,
12). Peter had the same advice con-
cerning women (I Peter 3:1-6).
Another favorite argument which
advocates for ordaining women to
the deaconship is that from | Tim-
othy 3:11, which says, "Even so
must their wives be grave, not slan-
derers, sober, faithful in all things."”
Commentators are in agreement that
| Timothy 3:8-10 refers to men.
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Some, however, take the position
that verse 11 speaks of women

deacons, and not of the wives of the
deacons.

The Authorized Version indicates
that this verse follows and elaborates
on the men in verses 8-10. That i5
they (the men ordained as deacons)
must have wives of the same general
deportment. Most Baptists, as far &
this writer knows, have through the
ages agreed with this interpretation.

Others say, however, that verse 11
speaks of women, whereas, verses &
10 speaks of men. These claim that
this verse authorizes churches to or-
dain women to the ministry or dea
conship. The argument is stated thus-
ly: "The words must their are in
italics, and are not in the original
Greek; thus, the verse would read,
‘Even so wives (gunaikas, women) ke
grave, not slanderers, sober, faithful
in all things."™

But is this the correct translation
and meaning in the verse? First, to
insist that Paul here allows what he
has before disallowed, namely,
women speaking in the public as
sembly (I Cor. 14:34; | Tim. 2:11,
12), is to pit Scripture against Scrip-
ture. Second, while it is true that the
word gune (woman) can mean either
"woman" or "wife," there seems to
be no reason for making this a
"third" group of ordained personnel
in the Lord's churches (pastor, dea
con, deaconness).

The word gune means, "A woman
of any age; female; a wife" (Thayer,
p. 123). It is translated in the King
James Version 129 times "woman"
and 221 times "wife." John Gill says
of verse 11: "Some instead of wives
read women, and understand them
of deaconesses, such as were in the
primitive churches; whose business it
was to visit the poor and sick sisters
of the church, and take care of
things belonging to them; but it is
better to interpret the words of the
wives of the deacons, who must be
as their husbands, grave in speech,

(Continued on page three)
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gesture, and dress, of an honest re-
port, a good behaviour, and chaste
conversation" (Vol. 9, p. 290).

Thus, while the word itself (gune)
cannot substantiate either position,
the context is in favor of the word
"wives" as opposed to "women."
The meaning, therefore, is "As the
deacons, so their wives."
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Some Baptists of the present age
are not only ordaining women to the
deaconship, but are also ordaining
women to the pastorate. The
Southern Baptist Convention, for in-
stance, have ordained a number of
women the past decade.

While | Timothy 3:11 can be used
as an argument in favor of women
deacons (although the argument is
not well-founded), the passage can-
not be used in favor of ordaining
women to the ministry.

One of the chief arguments by pro-

ponents of "women preachers" is
Galatians 3:28, which says, J"
) 8, 73 ()
) * % *r 3
M)08))4: This verse

sounds as if it were a proponent of
"women's lib." But the sense of
Scripture is far different. The argu-
ment is this: "In Christ all believers
are on the same level in all matters;
all lines of demarcation are re-
moved."

But is that what Galatians 3:28
teaches? First, in Christ Jesus as far
as position, all believers are the same
—whether men, women, Jews, or
Gentiles. No one doubts this who be-
lieves in regeneration. The new birth
establishes all believers as born of
God. Second, the new birth does not
change social status or sex. By the
new birth Philemon (master) and
Onesimus (slave) were equal in
position before God; they remained
master and slave as to status. A dif-
ferent attitude resulted in the con-
version of Onesimus, of course, but
he was still the slave of Philemon.
Paul in many places deals with these
various areas of society—masters,
slaves, women, men, children, etc.
See Ephesians 6:1,4,5,9; Colossians
3:18,19,20,21,22; 4:1.

To insist, then, that the new birth
removes all social distinctions and
sexual distinctions is specious rea-
soning, and is calculated to appeal to
sentimentality instead of truth.

But modernists, liberals, and higher
critics use such arguments. Pressured
by the "women's lib movement," the
organization for "Equal Rights" (E.
R. A.), and public sentiment, many
Baptist leaders are caving in to this
move.

True Baptists, however, have never
taken this route and never will by
God's grace. It is not a matter of
prejudice, it is a matter of principle.
It is not a matter of sentimentality;
it is a matter of truth and adherence
to the Word.

+ &+6+ &

Let us now note the arguments
against the ordination of women to
the gospel ministry:

1. Women do not qualify. | Tim-
othy 3:1-7 refers to pastors in the
masculine gender. Verse 1 (man);
verse 1 (he); verse 2 (husband of one
wife); verse 4 (his); verse 5 (his);
verse 6 (he); verse 7 (he). No amount
of specious reasoning or "tip-toeing"
through the Scriptures can circum-
vent these clear, concise statements.

2. Women are forbidden to take
the place of leadership in the public
assemblies. | Corinthians 14:34 says,

=(3 |, (gunaikes) $'
) # (C#E#F) () (
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See also Ephesians 5:22. But some-
one says, "This verse refers only to
speaking in tongues." But it refers to
more than this. To solidify the argu-
ment, hear Paul again in | Timothy
2:11,12: =( (" , (gune)

) # (quietness) , ("
YE#( 4 &( )* (permit) (
, (qunaiki) ( (#  (
) G I G

) # (quietness)." These
Scriptures prohibit women from as-
suming any place of authority or
leadership in the  assemblies.
Churches that elect women to
preach, be deacons, lead the church
in public singing or prayer, teach a
group of men, etc., violate these
clear-cut teachings in the Word of
God.

3. God created the woman to be
the helpmeet for man, not his equal
or superior. Genesis 2:18 says, : /

" =69 7/)i4 () (0/

Coe oy os,

$ " " (aid, help)
* "4 Woman was made from
man (Gen. 2:21-26); she isto be in
subjection to her husband (Gen. 3:
16; Eph. 5:22,23; | Tim. 2:11-15; |
Pet. 3:1-6). It was Eve whom Satan
seduced in Eden, not Adam (Gen. 3:
1-6; | Tim. 2:13,14). God did not
create women to be in places of
leadership over men. This is said in
no way to be derogatory, but simply
to state what the Bible teaches about
the matter. Women are the "weaker
sex,” no matter what modern critics
have to say about the matter.

4. Gospel order forbids women
from being deacons or preachers.
Baptists of old spoke much about
"gospel order" —that is, the order of
service and worship—what churches
were to do and what they were not
to do. In this matter of service to
God in His churches, God's order is
that men are to be the leaders. This
is their place. Women are not to be
in places of leadership. This is not
their place. This fact rules out the
contention that women can be or-
dained as deacons or pastors. Gospel
order, however, does not minimize
women or their work. When women
are in the place which God has or-
dained for them, they are happy,
useful, and a blessing to the work of
God. In short, gospel order is not dis-
respectful to women; rather, the

& +6

order that God has laid down in His
Word is what is right, what is
pleasing to Him, and what the
churches of the living God should be-
lieve and practice.

4 6

It is evident to the student of
Scripture, that gospel order is being
flaunted, ignored, and despised by
most religionists (which includes
most who wear the name "Baptist").
The fact that Baptists would even
consider ordaining women to the
deaconship or to the pastorate, is
proof in itself that something is
terribly wrong in Zion.

There was a time when Baptists
were people of the Word. That is,
they loved the Word, obeyed the
Word, and were careful not to pur-
posely practice anything contrary to
the Word. Today, for the most part,
this is simply not the case. Modern-
day Baptists (it is doubtful that
many deserve this precious name)
have followed Rome and the Protes-
tant world in forming opinions, dog-
mas, and practices. Worldliness has
so encroached upon those who
profess to know the Lord, that the
line of demarcation is faint. Social
pressures, operating through this
worldliness, have permeated most
religious organizations. The modern
craze, flying under the name of
"progress" (actually regression), is
promoting the so-called "women's
lib movement" and other movements
of like order. It is easy to see that
such pressures have had their effect
on almost all groups. Sad to say,
many Baptists have been affected.

It is not to be supposed that this
article will have much effect, if any,
on those who have been taken in by
unscriptural practices of ordaining
women to be deacons or pastors. It
is hoped, however, to strengthen
those who love the truth more than
fame, and to encourage those who
earnestly desire to contend for the
faith (Jude 3).
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Man and woman are not a product
of evolution; they are a direct crea-
tion of the Lord God Himself. On
the sixth day of the creation week
the Lord God brought into being
the male and female relation:
71 # (/ "y, O

" o *7/# (/""S

> # 0"

(Gen. 1:27).

The details of this creation of male
and female is seen in Genesis 2:
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(w. 18, 21-23).

In the midst of the plenty and
delight of Eden, Adam was con-
scious of feelings he could not grat-
ify. The man could see that in the
lower creation, such as plants and
animals, man and lady mated and
united, , Man was a social creature,
yet there was no one of the same
nature, no one of the same rank.
There was no one for him to cohabit
with. Adam was alone and without
a help meet of any kind.

A woman must be created to be a
companion and a suitable helper to
Adam. The woman would be crea-
ted as an appropriate and adequate
answer to the in-built needs of the

KKK
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man. Paul commented thusly:
DI NG
S

(I Cor. 11:9). The woman was

intended to be the completion of the
man. The word, : "' (*
" is translated by some "one
like unto himself,” meaning one with
him in nature, temper, and disposi-
tion; one with him in form and
shape. Others render it "a help like
him,” meaning Eve was to help
Adam in all his affairs of life. She
would help man in making a home,
in working, in preparing food, in
his sexual needs, and in the propaga-
tion of the race.

God Himself brought the woman
to the man. The man did not come
to the woman, nor the woman to the
man. God brought the woman to
the man to be a second-self and a
help meet. Therefore, Adam gave
her a name common to her sex.

"Woman" is a translation of the
Hebrew word Isha which means
"a she-man." She differed from

Adam in sex only, not in nature. Eve
was Adam's bone and flesh. She was
(Continued on page four)



0 @
66 7+
(/* '0 2
+
/
@
9
$ -
+
1% +
5 1
'F7*-E >7>* #
4
A $ 1#
5 #
+
9 .+ #
+
%
5== ++9
% #
A
A
3
+ @ +
4 #
+ + +
#
% %
9
/
9 #
+
1)
¢ B (O (
, O G G
" 4 0= "7"2
9
3
8 8 #
9
#
#
9
+ #
#
9
3
#
#
E7'(-'F
7 =003 * ( ) %
/[ E# " (" ,* * (3
3(4=(" )" 10"/
) s (" )0)OF
B¢ () 1 |
1) ,3),( 14:
= + .+
5 66 7+
A /
9

,1)4

0

A

7o)
8 0f

+ &+6+ & &

9 #

>'7>'B >*7>FB &

>>7'D2

1
1

(

(D
1], (4

9

I

*

(>(%

")

—_~—

* )"S
4

5 %

#

#

S Y (R (R O

a0
) 1)

1 3¢"¢ ")

( yei#ye

%

8 0/
+

9

4
7
4

8 0
0
(o4 =1
("444: - =

=+ + 9 .=+ +
) #) () "3
J"ox)
GO RN

1 3
E7>E2

9

*7>B .

5

%7? <? 24

#

YI (444 3,()#F
o1

% <A24

04 4 4
1

/

C%A< 24

1

+6

y #1 ("), %4

# 14: 9
9 #
< + 14
9
9 #
+
+
9
$ +
9
B
+
$
1
K 5
A %
9
+
, 8 8
9
# o1
9 4
8 +8
8 + +
+ ?
+ % 8 9
4
4
oL 'C7>CB "7>>B ")7*B
)C7>CB & >>7EB >)7(2
%
< 8 8
8 8
9
#
66 7+ 56 =5+
$
A
+
/
+
o] +
+
+
9
9
: 8 4/ )
YoM rS 3 (X
" .3 ")/3): oL >>7'F2

9

01 % 'C7"-'>2
7

+

[l
@
.XX
—

% 8

01 % 'C7(2



May 15, 1986

MARRIAGE

(Continued from page four) *

His ransomed church (Eph. 5:28-32).
The marriage bond is no more to be
dissolved than the relationship be-
tween Christ and His church. Death
is the only natural limit of a union
by which two persons become one
flesh. "For the woman which
hath an husband is bound by the law
to her husband so long as he liveth;
but if the husband be dead, she is
loosed from the law of her husband.
So then if, while her husband liveth,
she be married to another man, she
shall be called an adulteress: but if
her husband be dead, she isfree from
the law; so that she is no adulteress,
though she be married to another
man" (Rom. 7:2-3).

When Jesus Christ quoted Genesis
2:24 He added the words: "What
therefore God hath joined together,
let not man put asunder." These
words make marriage to be a per-
manent, lifelong union between one
man and one woman. The putting
asunder of the marriage union is
against God's original plan, and the
contracting of another marriage is a
breath of His unconditional will.
Husband and wife, being joined to-
gether by the ordinance of God, are
not to be put asunder by any
man—not by the husband himself,
nor the wife, nor the magistrate.
The Lord here lays down a broad
general rule that the bond of mar-
riage ought never to be broken.

GOD HATES DIVORCE

"Yet ye say, Wherefore? Because
the Lord hath been witness between
thee and the wife of thy youth,
against whom thou hast dealt treach-
erously: yet is she thy companion,
and the wife of thy covenant. And
did not he make one? Yet had he the
residue of the spirit. And wherefore
one? That he might seek a godly
seed. Therefore take heed to your
spirit, and let none deal treacherous-
ly against the wife of his youth. For
the Lord, the God of Israel, saith
that he hateth putting away. "
(Mai. 2:14-16).

A number of truths about marriage
are seen here. It is plain from these
words that marriage is a covenant
to which God is a withess. Marriages
are made in Heaven and the husband
and wife are joined together by God
Himself as was Adam and Eve. The
Lord is present and hears the
husband and wife pledge vows of
eternal love and fidelity. Not only
does the person who performs the
ceremony and other witnesses hear
those vows, but the Lord hears the
obligations that the couple assume
until death. For either to put the
other away is a breach of the mar-
riage covenant. Those who do so are
guilty of lying before God and
breaking the marriage oath.

Here we also see a number of rea-
sons why a person should not get
a divorce. First, the person wronged
in the case of a man putting away
his mate is "his wife,” the nearest
of all relation he has in the world,
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the one he promised to cleave to
until death. Second, "she is the
wife of thy youth,” your first
choice, the darling of your heart,
the wife with whom you have lived
long. Third, she is "thy com-
panion."” She has shared with you
your cares, joys, sorrows, hopes,
fears, and griefs. She has been with
you in sickness and health, in pover-
ty and in wealth.

In verse 15 Malachi quotes our
text, showing that God made one
man for one woman. God could
have made two women, if he had
wanted Adam to leave one and take
another. This law is as old as the
world. It is older than divorce, as
much as Adam is older than Moses.

In verse 16 Malachi concludes that
God "hateth putting away." God
hates for a man to put asunder what
He joined together in the marriage
bond. He takes no pleasure in seeing
man put asunder what He united in
holy wedlock. Such persons are
usurping the place of God. Moses
permitted it because of the hardness
of men's hearts, but it was not so
from the beginning.

CONCLUSION

1. Always remember that God's
Word makes it clear that marriage
is for life. Don't leave your husband.
Don't leave your wife. Stay with
your mate in thickness and in thin.
Do all within your power to preserve
the marriage union until the day of
your death. Don't marry with the
idea that if it does not work out you
can desert or divorce. Be careful
who you marry.

2. Seeing that God's original plan
is for marriage to be indissoluble,
do not run into marriage. Consider
much and seek divine directions.
The husband and wife are bound
to one another for life, and an
unhappy marriage is an evil of in-
expressible magnitude.

3. The marriage knot should not
be a slip knot! It may be for better
or worse. So don't jump into the
fire if you are not ready to burn.

ONCKEN

(Continued from page one)

God from this local church, the
evangel of Christ and the truth, aswe
know it from the Holy Scriptures,
has sounded forth not only in the
whole of the German fatherland, but
also beyond its borders, and there
are presently churches and preaching

stations in  Denmark, Sweden,
Poland, Russia, Austria, Hungary,
Wallachia,  Turkey, Switzerland,

France and Holland."

The history of this work of God is
—and how important this is for us
today—not so much the history of
one individual, gifted though he was.
It is more the history of a local
church of outstanding vision and
power.

THE GERMAN BACKGROUND

Thanks largely to Martin Luther,
the state-upheld Lutheran church
held complete religious sway in Ger-

many in the 17th and early 18th cen-
turies. But Luther would certainly
not have countenanced the preachers
who filled the pulpits. Most were

rationalistic. Dissent from rational-
istic state religion, in Hamburg at
least, was unknown. There was

therefore a terrific rumpus when
Johann Oncken first began to hold
meetings in private houses in the
city. He had himself been brought up
in the Lutheran church in his native
town of Varel, in Oldenburg. But it
was not until he left home in 1813,
in his fourteenth year, that he first
came under a godly influence. A
Scottish merchant whom his father
knew, took the boy with him to
Scotland to "make a man of him.” i
Perhaps he thought Scotland would
do this better than Germany!

Anyway, the merchant may have
made a man of Johann; he undoubt-
edly contributed to making a Chris-
tian of him. Johann Oncken was
greatly affected by the Presbyterian
atmosphere in which he found him-
self. A Bible was given to him which
he began to read. Later he moved to
London and lodged with a family
from a local Independent chapel.
Both the public worship and family
worship convicted him during his
stay in London, and ". . .it pleased
God to bring the young Oncken into
the life which is from God. And as
soon as he was assured of the forgive-
ness of sins through faith in Christ,
and the blessedness of adoption
filled his heart, an irresistible urge
stirred within him to commend sal-
vation in Christ to others also".
(Hamburg Church Record.)

For nine years Oncken carried on
in the merchant business. All this
time his fervent desire to spread the
gospel was to be seen. He would go
without meals and use the money he
saved to buy evangelistic tracts
which he gave out in large quantities.
His spirit of zeal and sacrifice is a re-
buke to us all. Two ministers who
discerned that here was a man whose
gifts should be developed, arranged a
contact with the "Continental
Society." As a result he was ap-
pointed, by them, as a missionary in
his native country. In the same year
he married Sarah Man and together
they settled in Hamburg.

There was an English Independent
assembly in the city, which they
joined, and the pastor, Thomas
Matthews, encouraged Oncken to
expound informally to some German
folk in a private home.

ONCKEN IS OPPOSED

The first exposition took place on
January 4, 1824, and was the means
of the conversion of C. F. Lange,
who later became a valuable sup-
porter. The later records describe
this meeting and the subsequent
events:

"The first assembly, in the home
of Pastor Matthews, consisted of ten
persons. The preaching of the 'new
English religion,’ as it was labelled
by the people, spread like wildfire
through the city and in less than six
weeks not only the assembly hall,
where the lectures were held, but
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also the whole house, was packed
full. The rush to get tracts was so
great that on the appointed
afternoon five hundred people would
come to get tracts."”

This was too much for the local
clergy who persuaded the police to
suspend the meetings. Nothing
daunted, Oncken began to preach in
the streets, in cafes, and wherever
else he could find hearers. Because of
the threat of expulsion from the
city, he set up a book-selling business
and was registered as a citizen of
Hamburg.

Various other avenues were found
for the meetings, but right up to
1842 every attempt was made by
"threatenings, prohibitions, Ci-
tations, infringements and incar-
ceration"” to intimidate the intrepid
preacher. There were periods of
relief when a Senator Hudtwacker,
who was a God-fearing man, was
head of the city police. After this
man's death, the new chief of police.
Senator Binder made it his declared
aim to stamp out the work which
flourished so much under Oncken's
preaching Those attending the
meetings were noted and on May 13,
1840, police broke up a service and
arrests were made. Oncken was
sentenced to four weeks in prison.
He made the most of his time there
and a record remains of his witness
to the jailor. On being released he
was told, "Mr. Oncken, you are free,
but you know how to conduct your-
self." In apostolic fashion he replied:
"Senator, | must take up again where
| left off.” He was let go, but with
the warning, "Then you know the
consequences."

Heavy costs were demanded by the
government to pay for the trial.
These Oncken refused to pay, since
he did not admit to the legality of
the proceedings. As a result, his be-
longings were seized and sold by
auction. Sarah and the children
(there were five, two had died in
infancy) were severely hit by this,
though the church was able to raise
funds to compensate them, at least
partially. It is very interesting to
note that the Hamburg Senate was
presented with a petition drawn up
by Baptists in England and the
U. S. A, presenting the case for the
Hamburg church to be allowed to
worship freely and unmolested.
There were no less than 6,000
signatures, with addresses. This had
its effect, largely perhaps because
Germany was anxious to preserve
good trading relations. It may be a
lesson to us to be more vociferous in
pleading the cause of our Baptist
brothers today who are being
persecuted often in afar more severe
way than was Oncken. Are we not
being too apathetic about this?

FORMATION OF A CHURCH

From 1824 onwards, numerous
people were converted in the city of
Hamburg. Meetings were being held
in various homes in all parts of the
city and suburbs, but no formal
church organization existed. The
need for this became pressing. The

(Continued on page six)
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REAL <GRA<E

(Continued from page six)
life. . . .He that believeth on me hath
everlasting life" (In. 6:37,40,47).

Not election, but the gospel, is de-
scribed as "the power of God unto
salvation to every one that be-
lieveth" (Rom. 1:16). And "it
pleased God by the foolishness of
preaching to save them that believe"
(I Cor. 1:21). The context makes it
clear to any unprejudiced mind that
the reference is not to a merely tem-
poral, but to a complete and ever-
lasting salvation.

BIBLICAL GRACE

God's grace is in truth because it is
declared and described in the Bible,
the word of God, which Jesus said
"is truth™ (In. 17:17). "This is the
true grace of God wherein ye stand,”
wrote Peter, referring to contextual
comment, prayer, and exhortation
(I Pet. 5:12).

God's saving grace teaches us "that

denying ungodliness and worldly
lusts, we should live soberly,
righteously, and godly, in this

present world" (Titus 2:12). A so-
called grace that does not teach us
this is not the saving grace of the
Bible.

"Where sin abounded, grace did
much more abound" (Rom. 5:20). A
so-called grace that is insufficient to
save the chief of sinners through
faith in Christ is not God's grace in
truth.

"That the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ may be glorified in you, and
ye in him, according to the grace of
our God and the Lord Jesus Christ"
(I Thes. 1:12). A so-called grace
that does not result in glorifying
Christ in His people and His people
in Him is not God's grace in truth.

GRACE IN CHRIST

Finally, as well as first and always,
God's grace in truth is His grace in
Christ. Frequently it is spoken of
in the Scriptures as "the grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ.” He is "full of
grace and truth" and "grace and
truth came through Jesus Christ"
(In. 1:14,17).

God has no saving grace for lost
sinners apart from or outside of
Jesus Christ. Jesus Himself said so:
"I am the way, the truth, and the
life: no man cometh unto the Father
except through me" (In. 14:6).

THIS GRACE IN TRUTH CAN BE
YOURS IN TRUTH THROUGH
TRUE FAITH IN HIM.

CHURCH

(Continued from page one)

One such Christian gentleman, is
Bro. W. R. Downing, Pastor of Lake-
wood Baptist Church in Sunnyvale,
California. He has written a book en-
titted, New Testament Church,
Nature, Characteristics, Perpetuity.
In this book he espouses the follow-
ing viewpoint:

This concept of church succession
necessitates the idea of a "Mother
church" or "proper church author-
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ity" for subsequent churches, i.e., a
church must have been started and
have derived its authority and bap-
tism from a proper New Testament
Church or its own authority and bap-
tism are invalid.. .Such thinking is at
variance with New  Testament
Church polity and cannot be proven
from history." (p. 132) Emphasis
mine.

Bro. Downing writes in a charitable
spirit and overall his book is a fine
contribution to the cause of New
Testament Churches with the excep-
tion of this position stated above.

The writers have no personal
qguarrel with Bro. Downing and in
fact have never met him. However,
since he has made his views public, it
seems that constructive criticism of-
fered in a charitable spirit would not
prove offensive to him. Lest Bro.
Downing be misrepresented, his view
of church perpetuity and the Great
Commission will be stated:

"It remains that a New Testament
church is a church that holds to the
doctrine and practice of the New
Testament. This is the only valid,

consistent  theory of church
perpetuity” (p. 134).

"The 'Great Commission' was
given to the church not to the

Apostles as individuals or indiscrjmin-
inately to anyone or any organiza-
tion outside the New Testament
church. The command of the Lord
Jesus Christ and the example of the
apostolic churches places baptism in
an intrinsic connection with this in-
stitution alone" (p. 92, under the
heading, "The Proper Authority for
BaptismTEmphasis mine.

The two statements above are not
in conflict with "mother" church
authority. Bro. Downing and most
Baptists who hold his viewpoint con-
cede that the "you" of the Great
Commission (Matt. 28:18-20) refers
solely to the New Testament church.
However, the intent of this article
will be to expand this idea of church
authority and show that inherent
within the Great Commission is the
principle of successive reproduction
"after its own kind." The purpose of
this Commission obviously being
that the Lord intended to perpetuate
New Testament churches by New
Testament churches. As we consider
this proposition let us notice:

. PARTICULAR STRUCTURAL
AND GRAMMATICAL
IMPLICATIONS.

There are some strong structural
and grammatical implications in
Matthew 28:18-20 that support the
concept that authority to organize
other churches was given solely to
the believers in church capacity. To
see this clearly it is necessary to
make some observations about the
command Christ gave in these verses.
A. Two Grammatical Tri-unities

In studying the Greek text of
verses 19-20, it is rather obvious that
the Lord commanded that believers
should be baptized in the name of
the Triune God. He clearly worded
the command so that it would be
understood that the Father, the Son,

and the Holy Spirit were one. Notice
how He did this: ".. .baptizing them
in the name (singular) of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost (a plurality of names)." This
is the obvious trinity found in this
text. However, there is another
triune structure found in the Great
Commission.

When the Lord issued the "Great
Commission" He so worded it to
convey a singular command to be
fulfilled in a threefold way. He said,
1) "Go. .. 2) baptizing them... 3)
teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever | have commanded..."

As one looks at the sentence struc-
ture of verses nineteen and twenty in
the Greek text, it may be readily ob-
served that there is one main verb
("teach all nations..." more literally

rendered, "make disciples of all
nations. . .") which is modified by
three participles (viz. "go" "baptiz-
ing" and "teaching"). What this

means grammatically is that in order
to "make disciples” all three actions
described by these participles are
necessarily required. Negatively con-
sidered, disciples cannot be made
without going or without baptism
and teaching. Anything lessthan this
three-fold procedure  fails to
represent obedience to the Great
Commission, just as, anything less
than all three personages (Father,
Son, Holy Spirit) fails to represent
the singular "name" that one isto be
baptized into. Anyone baptized
under a name that represents any-
thing less, has no baptism at all
Likewise, anyone claiming to carry
out the Great Commission by any
program, ministry or process that
falls short of what is required
contextually by these participles is
producing "bogus" disciples.

Soul winning and witnessing fail to
constitute obedience to the Great
Commission by themselves. Disciple-
ship requires more. More than evan-
gelistic teams or associations are able
to provide. More than radio and T.V.
evangelistic ministries can provide.

Concerning "discipleship" as
taught by Christ, Bro. Hendricksen
comments: "True Discipleship im-
plies much more. Mere mental under-
standing does not as yet make one a
disciple. It is part of the picture, in
fact an important part, but only a
part. The truth learned must be prac-
ticed. It must be appropriated by
heart, mind, and will, so that one re-
mains or abides in the truth. Only
then is one truly Christ's disciple
(John 8:31)." (William Hendricksen,
New Testament Commentary,
Matthew, Baker Book House, Grand
Rapids, Mich., pp. 999-1000. Em-
phasis mine).

What aterrible day of realization it
will be at the judgment seat for those
who preached as well as supported
such "evangelistic" programs that
Christ never authorized or approved
of as "alternatives" to what He spe-
cifically commanded. At that day,
"alternative" obedience will be seen
as it is—disobedience
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B. A Chronological Order

The position and tense of each par-
ticiple in relation to the main verb
clearly spells out a due orderlof
actions.

1. Going: The aorist tense suggests
that "going" must precede the two
other present participles. Mark 16:15
gualifies that this "going" must be
with the "gospel." Luke 24:46-48
summarizes the correct content of
this gospel. True discipling then,
must include going with the right
gospel (Gal. 1:7-9). Not only must,
this going precede the other two
participles grammatically, but,
theologically there must be a proper
response to this gospel according to
Matthew 3:7-8 before baptism can
be administered. This condemns any-
one or any institution that teaches
salvation can be or must be attained
apart from the gospel or in addition
to the gospel.

2. Baptizing: Because of the
nature of baptism and because of the
age-long context it is found in, the
present, tense suggests that baptism is
a reoccurring act (iterative present)
administered once to each convert
throughout this age. Futhermore, the
prescribed formula accompanying
scriptural baptism demands that it is
to be performed in such a way that
rightly represents the divine will of
the Triune God. Hence, discipling
must include the right kind of bap-
tism. The position of this participle
in relation to the main verb suggests
that it immediately follows conver-
sion to the Gospel.

3. Teaching: The present tense of
this participle also suggests a reoccur-
ring act (iterative present) that is ad-
ministered to each baptized convert
as required by its nature and im-
mediate context. Naturally, gospeli-
zation and baptism suggest teaching

as well. However, the teaching
described by the last participle in its
context denotes a special and

particular indoctrination which fol-
lows conversion and baptism. Hence,
discipling must include the right doc-
trinal instruction (". .all things
whatsoever | have commanded").
The position of this participle in
relation to the main verb suggests
that it is the last process of true dis-
cipleship.

A disciple is one that has been con-
verted by the right kind of Gospel
and who has received the right kind
of baptism and who is now under the
right kind of indoctrination and is
attempting to attain perfect confor-
mation to the truth comprehended
through such teaching. Others may
be saved but are bogus disciples.

C. An Authorized Agency

Certainly, no one would deny that
"all authority” (KJV. "all power"
lit. Gr. "authority"—exousia) was
given to Christ in this context (Matt.
28:17). However, it would be
equally absurd to deny that Christ
"delegated" authority in this con-
text. There are many other instances
in Scripture where Christ has "del-
egated” such authority. For in-

"# #
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Special Friends Of El Commandante

By G. Russell Evans
Norfolk, Virginia

"Stand fast therefore in the liberty
wherewith Christ hath made us
free.. (Gal. 5:1).

Abraded nerves may begin to bleed
as the truth comes out about the
support for communist Nicaragua
given by leaders of the U.S. Con-
gress and the hierarchy of mainline
religious bodies. Big Media are also
nervous. These three are special
friends of the Sandinistas. As the
Soviet block pours $350 million
in military hardware for use against
the freedom fighters. President
Reagan faces one of the most critical
issues of his Administration: pre-
venting a second Cuba on the North
American continent, just 900 miles
below the Rio Grande.

Among the nervous: Sam Donald-
son of ABC TV does nof yet be-
lieve the communist threat is serious
enough for him to "take sides."
Representative Michael Barnes,
D-Md., a long-time apologist for
Commandante Daniel Ortega, de-
manded the resignation of the Pre-
sident's Director of Communica-
tions, Pat Buchanan, for saying,
"A vote against aid to the freedom
fighters is a vote for Nicaragua's
Marxist government." Next, Bishop
Thomas Gumbleton, activist in
Witness for Peace, called President
Reagan a "liar" for assessing Nicara-
gua as a communist threat- - - a
shocking outburst for a Christian,
even if one recalls that the Catho-
lic Church has not officially uttered
a word against communism for the
past 25 years!

The pro-Sandinistas in Congress
delayed their assualt on Buchanan's
truism for some 36 hours, apparently
off balance and planning reprisal.
Relations with Ortega have become
even cozier since the 20 March 1984
"Dear Commandante™ letter from
Majority Leader Jim Wright, D -Tex.,
Barnes, Steve Solarz, Ed Boland, and
six other Congressmen, pledging
their opposition to U.S. military aid
to freedom fighters.

The Council for Inter-American Se-
curity (1100 17th St.,, N.W., Wash-
ington D.C. 20036) holds a secret
memo smuggled out of Nicaragua,
identifying special friends for under-
mining U.S. aid: Representatives
Barnes, George Miller D - Cal,
David Boinor D - Mich.; Senators
John Kerry D - Mass., Christopher
Dodd D - Conn., Tom Harkin D -
lowa - all labeled "friends of our
revolution." and Barnes himself
"very special." Barnes calls the
Reagan aid plan "a political mecha-
nism."

Politicians, preachers, and Big
Media argue for a diplomatic solu-
tion, i.e., negotiations. But none can
name a single successful!l negotia-
tion for democracy against the
Brezhnev Doctrine of once commu-

nist, always communist. Only mili-
tary power removes communism,
and Grenada is an example. On the
other hand, Vietnam is a classic
case of negotiating with communists.
They take over.

Mainline church leaders want love
and peace above all else; they gloss
over communist treachery and en-

slavement. This is unscriptural:
The prophet Isaiah warns of the
"peace" of the wicked: "Their

feet run to evil. . . the way of peace
they know not. . . whosoever goeth
therein shall not know peace” (Isa.
59:7-8). Jesus said, "Think not that
| am come to send peace. . . but a
sword"” (Matt. 10:34), i.e., the sword
of righteousness to assure liberty.
". . . where the Spirit of the Lord
is, there is liberty" (2 Cor. 3:17).

For the most part, the Catholic
and mainline Protestant churches in
the United States denounce all U.S.
aide to the freedom fighters in
Nicaragua. Is this acceptable to the
80 million members who pay the

Capt. G. Russell Evans USCG (Ret.)

bills? Archbishop John R. Quinn,
speaking for the Catholic Bishops
of the U.S., affirms the need for a
diplomatic solution not a military

solution that would "flood the
region with warships. . . and U.S.
military personnel” - - - an in-

accurate assessment since there are
no plans for U.S. troops and since
negotiations with communists in
such cases have always failed. The
National Council of Churches takes
much the same position, denouncing
any U.S. efforts as "counterproduc-
tive militarization,” but saying not a
word against communist militar-
ization of the region. The Union
of American Hebrew Congregations
sees tragic results in "applying a
military solution to an economic,
social, and political crisis,” but ap-
parently sees no tragedy in a com-
munist solution.

In a recent Biennial Session, Amer-
ican Baptists decreed that "our
government continues to offer Nic-

aragua nothing but hindrance and
opposition." The presiding Bishop
of American Lutherans said that the
U.S.-supported freedom fighters
"do not represent a possible alter-
native for a democratic Nicaragua"
- - -a strange allegation since the
Sandinistas stole the 1979 revolution

and installed totalitarian commu-
nism.

Similar positions have been an-
nounced by United Methodists,

Episcopalians, Moravians, Maryknoll
Sisters, Church of the Brethren,
United Church of Christ, Presby-
terian Church (U.S.A.), and several
entities of the Roman Catholics.

Archbishop James A. Hickey in
testifying before the National Bi-
partisan Commission on Central
America seemed to epitomize the
modern Catholic policy of speaking
no evil against communism. He
found U.S. efforts to destabilize
communist Nicaragua "unwise, un-
justified and destructive of the
very values that a democratic nation
should support in the world."
Very interesting. The last official
Catholic word against communism
was heard on May 15, 1961 when
Pope John XXIII noted the "fund-
amental opposition between
Communism and Christianity." The
two previous Popes (Pius XI and Pius
X1 had found communism
"intrinsically wrong."  Thereafter,
Pope John XXIIl accepted observ-
ers from the Russian Orthodox
Church to his general council in
October 1962; and the new accom-
modation policy continued. Thus,
the Vatican "never again condemned
communism”- - - and the Soviets
embarked on conquests of
Vietnam, Angola, Cambodia, Afghan-
istan, Laos, Mozanbique, Ethiopia,
and Nicaragua.

One more question: Are the argu-
ments of the special friends of El
Commandante acceptable for instal-
ling a second Cuba?
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(Continued from page seven)

stance, Christ has  delegated
authority to the government to ad-
minister His righteousness over a
nation (Rom. 13:1-5). Moreover,
Christ has delegated authority to the
husband to rule over the home (I
Tim. 3:4-5). Then again. He had
selected the Jewish institution as His
authorized agency to administer the
affairs of His kingdom (Matt. 21:33-
43, 45; 23:2-3).

The "therefore" of Matthew 28:19
is indicative that authority is being
delegated. Furthermore, the passive
voice of the aorist participle "go" or
more literally "having been sent” ef-
fectively demonstrates that delegated
authority had been issued by the
Head of the church.

D.

May 15,198(

A third tri-unity is expressed in th<
Great Commission. The context o
the Great Commission clearly spell:
out three distinct elements of per
petuity that are successive by nature,

1. Successive Time: The tin<
element is clearly stated in the lattei
part of verse twenty. Bro. Hendrick
sen provides an excellent translatior
of this portion that more fully ex
presses the meaning of the Greek
text which stands behind the Kinc
James Version. And remember, | ar
with you day in day out until the
close of the age. (NTC. Matthew, p
1003): Emphasis mine. Literally the
text reads "all the days" but Bro,
Hendricksen's translation, "day in
day out" gives us the meaning,
Christ's intent is to convey to them
that there will be no time, no day
nor part of a day in this age that He
will not be present with them. Suc
cession is an essential element with-
in such uninterrupted time. One
second leads successively to the next,
one hour to the next, one day to the
next, one week to the next, efc.
Time is successive by nature.

2. Successive Work Cycle: Re
member that the Great Commission
is a grammatical tri-unity. This
means that the three individual as
pects (going, baptizing, teaching) are
all necessary in the production of a

disciple. Furthermore, they are
chronologically arranged. This means
that each aspect is inseparably

related to the other two aspects and
that each aspect naturally follows or
succeeds the previous aspect. Bap-
tism naturally succeeds all the im-
plications of "going" as "teaching"
naturally succeeds baptism. The de-
sign of this commission is to "make
disciples.” In the producing of dis-
ciples the Commission is reinitiated
all over again. Hence, "teaching them
all things whatsoever" produces dis-
ciples "going" with all its succeeding
implications. This means that the
Commission was designated to
naturally recycle itself in successive
stages: Going, baptizing and teach-
ing them to go and baptize, etc.

3. Successive Workers: It is a
plural "you" that is to exist "day in
day out until the end of the age."
The certainty of such longevity is
reinforced by the Divine promise, "I
am with you until. . . The present
tense of the Divine promise ("l am")
indicates that the action promised
was in effect at the time it wes
spoken. This means that the same
"you" He was then addressing isthe
same "you" He promised to con-
tinue with right up to the end of this
age. Obviously, the "you" cannot re-
fer to any of the listeners as in
dividuals, as none have survived past
the first century, much less the en-
tire age. The "you™ must be under-
stood as "you" of like kind or of the
same kind. This interpretation is
reinforced by the fact that the com-
mand and object of the Great Com-
mission is making of disciples. The
commission is nothing less than the
job of reduplication of like kind!

(Continued on page twelve)
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Berea Baptist Bookstore
P. O. Box 552

SOUTH POINT, OHIO 45680

A NNOUNTCEMENTS

The Sovereign Grace Baptist
Church, Mansfield, Ohio, and Pastor
James Walters will have a Bible Con-
ference June 13-15. The conference
will begin at 7:00 p.m. on Friday,
June 13th and continue through
Sunday, June 15th. Various speakers
are on the program. For more infor-
mation contact Pastor Walters at
419-747 1719.RRRRRR

Things look good on the hymn
books. I will predict that we will get
the 2,000 orders. To date we have

+ &+6+ &

1,500. We are also working to get
some loose leaf books for those who
have requested them. | am not
certain as to the availability of these
at this time. More later.

The only sad note is that we are
having difficulty in getting our pub-
lisher to print the words and music
for the songs by our people. Also we
have had some late songs to arrive
that we will be using, delaying the
book asto its going to the printer.

We will do all within our power to
get the book published as soon as
possible. | would point out that |
have little control of the publishing
company. | do hope to have the
book sometime this summer. If we
are not as speedy as you like and you
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want your money returned we will
be happy to do so. It seems now that
it will be some time in May before
we could possibly be ready to go to
press due to slow printing of words
and music and late hymns.

******

The Salem Baptist Church near
Grayson, Ky., and Pastor Charles
Lybrook will conduct special services
April 28-May 3. Elder Daniel Farrell,
Wilmington, OIQLo*,*i%he speaker.

To those who might desire to
know the whereabouts of Elder
Gerald B. Price, his address is 2494
Mint Hill Rd., Johnson City, Tenn.
37601. His phone is (615) 282-1895.

Well avery strange thing happened one night
When the Amalikites and Israel got into a fight
It seems that when Moses dropped his hands

Israel started to lose their land

But when the Brothers lifted them high
The Lord gave them victory by and by
And to His Church He'll show the same care

If we lift our Pastor up in prayer.

It says in Deuteronomy Twenty-Five and Four
Don't muzzle the ox when he treads the corn
It sure must have taken a lot of greed

To keep that animal away from his feed.

You know Paul must have had that in view
When he wrote about what the pastors go thru
I think you'll see just what | mean

If you turn to First Timothy Five-Eighteen!

Well if you're wondering "Where is that man?"

I'd like to explain something if | can,

You seethe Lord has given him the task

Of knowing our needs before we ask

Between the preaching and teaching, and the sighing and crying
You know his poor feet have got to be flying

So let's all try to give a hand or two

To the Pastor in all he has to do.

Have you prayed for your preacher?

Have you paid for your teacher?

A workman isworthy of his hire.

Do you make his day more cheery.

And his way a bit less weary.

By holding up his hands when he tires?
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Michael S. McCartney
Loomis, CA
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