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Education---Trojan Horse of
Liberals
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Introduction—The Omnipotence
of God and the Powers Arraigned
against Him.

The Bible teaches throughout that
God, the only true and living God, the
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,
and the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, is omnipotent; that is, He
is all-powerful, one of His great titles
being the Almighty. The late Professor
W. Lindsay Alexander of Edinburgh
makes this statement regarding the
almightiness of God: “In ascribing to
God perfect liberty, two things are
implied: the one, that no extraneous
power can hinder Him from
accomplishing His own
determinations; and the other, that no
limitation or affection can constrain
Him to will or to do aught else than
what He knows to be good. Nothing

can hinder
Him from

/ = . He wills. He

doing what

ever can and
- d o e s
accomplish
all that He
wills.
‘Whatsoever
the LORD
pleased, that
did he in heaven, and in earth, in
the seas, and all deep places’ (Ps.
135:6).”

There are many different kinds of
power, but two of them primarily arise
in the revelation of God in the
Scriptures. There is that kind of power
which we may call physical power,

Continued on page 282
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Our president wants “no child left
behind.” He campaigned on it,
promised it and now plans on it as a
priority of the nation. Splendid! The
most important part of this wonderful
goal, however, is what the child is
taught—especially since taxpayers pay
and since the vast majority, polls how,
favor basic studies, old-fashioned
Americanism, character and honor,
instead of so much social sciences and
situational ethics.

OPEN THE GATES

But, unfortunately, in so many
cases, basic studies, basic
Americanism and character are not
what our youngsters are getting.
More and more, our progressive
educational system has become a
sort of Trojan horse to open the gates
for the army of internationalists and

other zealots to
spread their
gospel of the
“new age of
collectivism,”
quoting  the
1934 National
Education
Association
(NEA) Report
of the Commission on Social
Studies.

Education is a huge Trojan horse,
to be sure, but it does provide a ready
and effective means to infiltrate our
American culture with hordes of
socialists and other liberals hell-bent
to change that culture for their new
world culture of global citizens.
Molding our impressionable children
Continued on page 284
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Letters, Letters, Letters!

By Milburn Cockrell

The Doctrine of Rewards

Part 1

Mantachie, Mississippi

Bro. Cockrell,

I truly enjoy your paper, look forward
in getting it every month, so many things
you read that you don’t elsewhere.

Hope your health is improving.

—Kentucky
*kkhkkkikk
Dear Bro. Cockrell,

Greetings in the name of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ.

I enjoy reading the BBB very much.
Its been and always is an inspiration and
blessing.

If you could find time and space, |
would like your opinion and explanation
of the church and kingdom. There has
been various teachings and opinions on
this subject down through time. Please set
the record straight. What is the Biblical
teaching on this subject?

—West Virginia
*kkhkkkhkk
Dear Brother Cockrell,
As always | am greatly blessed to hear
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from you. Every letter | have received
from you has affected me and others here
in some way. The Lord bless you as He
will not forget your many labors of love.

Continued on page 294

“So that a man shall say, \Verily
there is a reward for the righteous:
verily he is a God that judgeth in
the earth” (Ps. 58:11).

While the doctrine of rewards for

By Milburn Cockrell

The Preeminence of Christ

Mantachie, Mississippi

“Who is the image of the
invisible God, the firstborn of
every creature: For by him were
all things created, that are in
heaven, and that are in earth,
visible and invisible, whether they
be thrones, or dominions, or
principalities, or powers: all things
were created by him, and for him.
And he is before all things, and
by him all things consist. And he
is the head of the body, the church:

who is the beginning, the firstborn
from the dead; that in all things
he might have the preeminence.
For it pleased the Father that in
him should all fullness dwell” (Col.
1:15-19).

God the Father ordained from of
old that Christ should have first place
in all things. The goal of God’s
economy is that Jesus Christ might
become in all things what he is in

Continued on page 289

the righteous is more fully developed
in the New Testament, this truth is also
taught in the Old Testament as Psalm
58:11 proves. Some brethren
completely reject the doctrine of
rewards because they fear it takes
something away from salvation by
free grace. These people confuse
salvation with rewards. These people
have a host of scriptures in the Old
and New Testaments to try to explain
away. After their most zealous efforts,
the Bible still says: “There is a

reward for the righteous.”
Salvation and rewards must never
be confused. Salvation is by free grace
(John 4:10; Rom. 6:23; Eph. 2:8-9;
Tit. 3:5), but rewards are earned by
works (Matt. 10:42; Luke 19:17; 1 Cor.
9:24; 11 Tim. 4:7-8; Rev. 2:10; 22:12).
In the matter of salvation we must
look to the Lord Jesus Christ: “Look
unto me, and be ye saved, all the
Continued on page 285
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which  God has in perfect
completeness, by which He is able to
create, to destroy, to heal, to raise the
dead, to sustain this vast universe, to
bring all men before Him for
judgment, an idea which, generally,
in the New Testament is expressed by
the word dunamis. Then there is that
kind of power that a man has because
of his position—the power, for
example, of the President of the
United States, not in any way, as far
as he himself is concerned, related to
physical power, but the power of
office, the power vested in him
because of his position. This is the
power which Congress has, to make
laws for the land. This is the power
which a man has when he has
mastered a subject. We speak of this
kind of power generally as authority.
It is translated in the New Testament
generally by the word exousia. It is to
this that Jesus referred when He said,
“All authority hath been given
unto me in heaven and on earth”
(Matt. 28:18).

From the time of Satan’s revolt
against God, there have always been
powers aligned against Him, powers
struggling to obtain victory over God,
to thwart God’s purposes, and, if
possible, to destroy His plans.
Particularly in the prophecies of the
last days do we find vast accumulated
power, of many kinds, set against God
and against His Christ, and to this
subject we must now turn.

I. THE APPEARANCE OF
GREAT POWERS AT THE END
OF
THIS AGE OPPOSED TO GOD
AND CHRIST

In that great prophetic Psalm at the
very beginning of the Psalter, the
Psalm which predicts the ultimate rule
of the anointed Son of God, it was
foretold that the day would come
when a vast rebellion would occur,
spreading over all the earth, led by
the kings of the earth: “The kings of
the earth set themselves, and the
rulers take counsel together,
Against Jehovah, and against his
anointed, saying, Let us break their
bonds asunder, And cast away
their cords from us” (Ps. 2:2, 3).

In this Psalm we are told that these
very nations have been given of God
to His Son for His inheritance and His
possession. Even here we find the
power of God’s Christ entering in:
“Thou shalt break them with a rod
of iron; Thou shalt dash them in
pieces like a potter’s vessel” (v. 9).

It is, however, in the Book of
Revelation that there is unfolded
before us those last great acts in the
Divine drama of our redemption, in
which the power of God and His
Christ finally are confronted by all the
accumulated evil powers and forces
of the world, for one final decision.
Before considering the conflict, let us
think of how the omnipotence of God
and His Christ are set forth for us in
this final Apocalypse. At the very
beginning of the Book of Revelation
occurs the Divine title, “the
Almighty” (1:8; 4:8). Christ is here
called “the ruler of the kings of the
earth” (1:5; 12:5) and the Second
Psalm here centers into its fulfillment
when it is declared that this Christ will
“rule them with a rod of iron”
(2:27). In chapter 4 the twenty-four
elders, casting their crowns before the
throne, acknowledge this
omnipotence: “Worthy art thou, our
Lord and our God, to receive the
glory and the honor and the
power: for thou didst create all
things, and because of thy will they
were, and were created” (4:11; cf.
the songs of the multitude of angels,
5:12; 7:12). In the first eight chapters
of the Book of Revelation, no actual
opposing power or authority is so
referred to; nor is any specific conflict

of Divine authority and satanic power
depicted, the single exception being
the phrase in the message to Pergamos
regarding “Satan’s throne” (2: 13), a
phrase that warrants very careful
study, which we cannot give here.

With chapter 9 of the Book of
Revelation, great and awful forces of
evil, creatures of power, burst upon
the earthly scene; and, a terrible fact,
with the exception of the brief episode
of the two witnesses in the city of
Jerusalem who are slain, these evil
powers seem to hold absolute sway upon
the earth for eleven successive chapters—9
through 19.

Revelation 9 is emphatically the
most war-filled chapter in the New
Testament, corresponding in many
details to Ezekiel 38 and Daniel 11.
Here we read that the opening of “the
pit of the abyss” is followed by an
outpouring of locusts; “and power
was given them, as the scorpions
of the earth have power. . . .[they]
were like unto horses prepared for
war. . . .and in their tails is their
power to hurt men five months”
(vv. 3, 7, 10). Toward the end of the
chapter we read of armies of
horsemen numbering two hundred
million. So destructive is this force that
one-third of the men of this earth will
be slain; “for the power of the
horses is in their mouth, and in
their tails: for their tails are like
unto serpents, and have heads; and
with them they hurt” (v. 19). Thus
far we simply have a description of
creatures who have an enormous
capacity for the destruction of
mankind; there is not necessarily here
the alignment of their power against
the omnipotence of God.

In chapter 12 is the strange passage
regarding war in heaven. It seems to
me that here is the preliminary
episode of the last great struggle for
absolute sovereignty. The war in
heaven is referred to after we are told
that the woman, whom the dragon
would destroy, was to give girth to a
man child “who is to rule all the
nations with a rod of iron” (v. 5), a
theme we have noticed before. The
war in heaven is between Michael and
his angels and the dragon and his
angels, with the result that “the great
dragon was cast down, the old
serpent, he that is called the Devil
and Satan, the deceiver of the
whole world; he was cast down to
the earth, and his angels were cast
down with him” (v. 9). Even here
we have only the secondary powers
of heaven involved. Michael and his
angels; the great struggle with Christ
is yet to come. At last—and for this we
thank God—the conflict ends in a
definite defeat of Satan and his hosts.

With Satan and his hosts cast down
upon the earth, we may expect some

dark and terrible days in human
history; and such the Book of
Revelation predicts. In chapter 13—the
darkest chapter in the Bible, the
midnight of human history—the words
for power begin to multiply. Of the
beast out of the sea, we read, “The
dragon gave him his power, and
his throne, and great authority” (v.
2). Here is a dictator ruling on this
earth with the power and authority of
a supernatural being—God’s greatest
enemy, the Devil. Now, because of
Satan’s possession of supernatural
power, the earth begins to worship
both the dragon and the beast; and
they worship the latter because he has
apparently absolute power in the
realm of military prowess, so that the
earth says, “Who is able to war with
him?” (v. 4). It is then stated that to
this same beast “it was given. . . .to
make war with the saints, and to
overcome them: and there was
given in him authority, over every
tribe and people and tongue and
nation” (v. 7). If anywhere in the
Word of God absolute power in the
hands of an enemy of God is
predicted, it is certainly here—a world
dictator, a hater of God. One may be
sure this is coming.

In chapter 17 of Revelation, the
theme of a world dictator is resumed;
and here the words for power are even
more frequent. “The ten horns that
thou sawest are ten kings, who
have received no kingdom as yet;
but they receive authority as kings,
with the beast, for one hour. These
have one mind, and they give their
power and authority unto the beast”
(vv. 12, 13). This individual called the
beast will be given power, a throne,
and great authority by Satan! He will
have authority over all the peoples of
the earth, and the ten rulers,
presumably of the Mediterranean
area, together assign their power and
authority unto the beast. These
creatures, unitedly it is said, “shall
war against the Lamb” (v. 14). In
other words, these powers in united
action will be found at the end of this
age in deliberate, designed conflict
with the One who is called Almighty—
power against power. The outcome of
this we shall discuss later in this
chapter.

Summary: If my examination of the
text in Revelation is accurate, | find
that the word power occurs 29 times;
the word authority, 20 times; the word
reign and rule, 11 times; the word war,
8 times; the word sword, 7 times; the
word throne, 43 times; and the word
king, 21 times. The last book of the
Bible, speaking of the last days, is a
book of the inevitable conflict
between the forces of evil, energized
by Satan, and the power of God,

Continued on page 283
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(The views expressed in this
column are strictly those of the
editor of this paper. They do
not necessarily represent the views of support-
ers or readers.)

GENDER-ACCURATE
NIV?

Zondervan Publishing House, the
world’s largest Bible publisher, and
the International Bible Society, which
holds the copyright on the New
International Version of the Bible
(N1V), announced January 28" that
they plan to publish “Today’s New
International Version” (TNI1V), a
“gender-accurate” version of the
Bible.

Zondervan officials say the new
version uses generic language where
the meaning was intended to include
both men and women. Examples
include “sons of God” being changed
to “children of God,” and “brothers”
becoming “brothers and sisters” when
no specific reference to gender was
intended in the original text. To my
surprise, the TNIV does not use
neutral pronouns to refer to God. This
will probably be changed in a later
updated version.

A statement from Zondervan called
the TNIV part of an “ongoing mission
to offer updated translations that
reflect clarity in modern language and
uncompromising accuracy.” This is
quite a statement, but I do not believe
what they said. | want to see how they
handle “sons of God” in Genesis 6:1-
2 and Job 38:7.

Any person ought to know that the
gender-neutral Bible must contain
some absolute mistranslation. The
original texts include a singular
generic “he,” and it is replaced with a
plural “they” or “them.” This new
version is an attempt to alter the Word
of God to accommodate the liberal
thinking of the present age.

This new version degrades women.
It suggests that women are so frail and
ignorant that they can’t recognize
inclusive language in the Scriptures
unless they have a politically correct
crutch.

I don’t care for the N1V, and | will

care less for TNIV. What is wrong
with the old King James? | plan to
keep my old Bible. Liberals can do
what they will.

Some “politically correct” person
will no doubt want to revise the
Declaration of Independence because
it says “all men are created equal.”

*kkkkk

DIFFERENT WAYS OF
SALVATION

Baptists are often critical of
Protestants and Catholics for
teaching many different ways of
salvation. God has only one way of
saving sinners, and that is by
repentance of sin and faith in the
death, burial, and resurrection of
Christ. But surely some Baptists
teach many ways of salvation. At
first most Baptists will deny this
charge, but I will prove what | have
charged.

I hear some Baptist (?) preachers
teach salvation by prayer. They will
quote Romans 10:13: “Whosoever
shall call upon the name of the
Lord shall be saved.” These people
never quote verse 14 of Romans 10,
for it shows the people calling upon
God in prayer have already heard a
preacher and come to faith in Christ.
In other words, those who pray are
those who are already saved and have
faith. There is no salvation by
“praying through.” This is something
Baptists borrowed from the Holy
Rollers. We would do well to return it
to them.

Then | hear some others teach
salvation by opening up your heart.
They quote Revelation 3:20 where
Christ said: “Behold, | stand at the
door, and knock: if any man hear
my voice, and open the door, |
will come in to him, and will sup
with him, and he with me.” These
words were addressed to the
lukewarm members of the church of
Laodicea (Rev. 3:14) This church
needed to open its doors and restore
Christ to His residence in the
church. There is nothing in
Revelation 3:20 about repentance
and faith. There is nothing about
the death, burial, and resurrection
of Christ. There is no salvation by
opening the heart’s door to Christ.
Christ has the power to open any
door (Rev. 3:7-8). The heart is by
nature closed up against Christ, and
it can only be opened by God (Acts
16:14).

“Open up your heart and let Jesus
come in” is something that Baptists
borrowed from the Arminians. We
would do well to return this
expression to its rightful owner.

*kkkkk

THEY HAVE DONE IT AGAIN!

The media elite is unable to give
any credit for anything “good” or
“positive” to Mississippi. James
Blackwood, 82, the Southern Gospel
music giant known by fans as “Mr.
Gospel Music” died Feb. 3, 2002 in
Memphis, Tenn., from a stroke. | grew
up listening to the Blackwood
Brothers Quartet singing on the radio.
While | did not care much for some
of their songs, there were many others
which blessed my heart. In June 1954
this quartet appeared on “Arthur
Godfrey’s Talent Scouts” on
television, and won the competition.
They moved Mr. Godfrey to tears
with singing from the deep South.

The Blackwood Brothers recorded
more than 200 albums, sold over 20
million records, and helped form the
Gospel Music Association (GMA) in
1964. James Blackwood garnered nine
Grammies and seven Dove Awards in
a career of nearly 70 years.

Except for a few local papers in our
area, the big media elite forgot to
mention one very important thing.
James Blackwood was born in
Choctaw County, Mississippi.

Continued on page 296
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ultimately manifested in Jesus Christ.
We must now consider how the earth
today is preparing for this convulsive
clash of power.

Il. THE WORSHIP OF POWER
IN MODERN TIMES
AND SOME INFLUENCE
LEADING TO THIS

I. Thomas Hobbes

While it is true that there have been
wars from patriarchal days down to
the present, requiring the
accumulation and use of force in one
form or another; and while the mighty
rulers of this earth—Xerxes,
Alexander, Julius Caesar,
Charlemagne, and Napoleon—have
all had great armies, | think one may
say with accuracy that the actual
worship of power, the pursuit of power
for power’s sake, the setting forth as a
deep principle of life and
preeminence of power, was not
developed until the seventeenth
century. Perhaps this development
was initiated with Thomas Hobbes
(1588-1679), who has been described
as “the first Englishman to present a
system of political philosophy that can
stand among the great systems of
history. His work placed him at once
in the front rank of political thinkers;
and his theory became, from the
moment of its appearance, the center

of animated controversy and
enormous influence throughout
Western Europe.” Hobbes published
his De Cive (The State) in 1647; and
his far more famous Leviathan, in
1651. The central theme of Hobbes’s
whole concept of political economy
is that the will of the state is the source
and criterion of all right. Human
actions, he says, have for their basis
“a perpetual and restless desire of
power after power, that ceaseth only
in death.” His theory worked out into
the famous phrase, Bellum omnium
contra omnes, that is, “a war of all
against all.” It is a theory, which,
everyone admits, “is founded on the
notion that man is purely egotistic in
his emotions, and there exists no
distinction of right and wrong, and
that the impulses which move men
are the passions which are born in
them, and that there is no standard
by which any of these passions may
be judged morally different from any
other.” Hobbes’s whole concept of the
state makes a perfect preparation for
the coming of Antichrist, for Hobbes
insisted on an absolute obedience to the
sovereign, no matter what the
sovereign commanded, setting
politics above religion and morals.

2. Charles Darwin

The second strong influence in
European thought, exalting the idea
of power, was, of course, Charles
Darwin (1809-1882), with his Origin
of Species, published in 1858. The late
Professor Benjamin Kidd calls the
publication of this book “by far the
most important event in the history
of the modern West.” In his once
much discussed word, The Science of
Power, Professor Kidd says: “Within
half a century the Origin of Species had
become the bible of the doctrine of
the omnipotence of force. The hold
which the theories of the Origin of
Species obtained on the popular mind
in the West is one of the most
remarkable incidents in the history of
human thought. The first effect of this
presentation of the existing world as
a result of selection through struggle
and merciless war was immediate.
Everywhere throughout civilization
an almost inconceivable influence was
given to the doctrine of force as the
basis of legal authority. . . .the doctrine
of the efficient Darwinian animal
become embodied in the world policy
of modern Germany.” This was
written in 1918. How little did Kidd
know what the philosophy of
Germany, based on evolution, would
bring about!

3. F. W. Nietzsche

The third powerful force in
European thought in relation to this
lust for power was a blasphemous yet
original thinker of the nineteenth

Continued on page 284
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century, F. W. Nietzsche (1844-1900).
He affirmed that Christianity is “the
one great curse, the one enormous
and innermost perversion, the one
great instinct for revenge, for which
Nno means are too venomous, too
underhand, too underground, and too
petty. . . .the one immoral blemish of
mankind.” He declared that the real
worth of any one life is measured by
the amount of power this life can
exercise.

2 Nietzsche divides the forces of
power into five groups—physical force,
vital energy, mental or spiritual
energy, social or political mastery and
authority, and supernatural agencies,
the reality of the last of which he
denied. “I value man,” said Nietzsche,
“by the amount of power and fullness
of his will. . . .l value the power of a
will by how much resistance, pain,
torture it endures and can turn to its
advantage.” Niezsche went so far as
to say that “exploitation belongs to the
essence of the living. . . .to a
consequence of the inherent will to
power.”

Nietzsche’s famous book, The Will
to Power, probably had more influence
over the political thinking of Germany
in the later nineteenth century than
any work written since the time of
Hegel. For this reason let us dwell on
it a moment longer. At the close of
this evil work he says: “This universe
is a monster of energy, without
beginning or end; a fixed and brazen
guantity of energy. . . .Do ye want a
light, ye most concealed, strongest,
and most undaunted men of the
blackest midnight? This world is the
will to power and nothing else! And
even ye yourselves are this will to
power—and, nothing besides.” He
closely identified this doctrine with
the evolutionary hypothesis. Early in
the same work he declared, “*The
preservation of the species’ is only a
result of the growth of the species—that
is to say, of the overcoming of the species
on the road to a stronger kind” (italics
his).

This philosopher, so insistent that
no one for “thousands of years before”
had been so inspired as he, was the
one who kept pounding into the ears
of millions who had not received
Christ the lie of lies, “God is dead!
God is dead!” This is the one who
insisted on the absolute abolition of
all morality. This is the one who
glorified and called for ward.
Germany followed this false prophet,
and she got the wars her deceiver
promised.

It should be remembered that it
was Nietzsche who wrote the famous,

diabolical work, The Antichrist; for all
of his thinking would lead him straight
to the worship of that kind of being.
“The ego subjugates and kills; it works
like an organic: it robs and does
violence. It wants to regenerate itself:—
pregnancy. It wants to give birth to
its god, and to see all mankind at his
feet.”

It was Nietzsche who really gave
to the Western World its concept of
superman, which “at bottom is a
denial of rights to the mass of men.”
The society he pictured was recruited
upon blood and training, and stood
for barbarism. In the first World War,
some German writers published
essays in which they affirmed that
Nietzsche’s superman had become
incarnate in Hindenburg. Nietzsche’s
own ideal of a superman was, not
Alexander or Napoleon, but—Cesare
Borgia!

This exaltation of and lust for
power in Germany at the end of the
nineteenth and the beginning of the
twentieth centuries—certainly at the
root of these two awful World Wars,
and now manifesting itself with such
terrible reality in Russia—probably
found its most terrible expression in
the words of Heinrich von Treitschke,
for a generation the brilliant, amazing
influential Professor of History at the
University of Berlin. He said, “The sin
of weakness in politics is the sin
against the Holy Ghost.”

Here in dreadful concentration, in
the philosophy of one man, master of
the minds of so many millions in his
generation—and in the two
generations that have followed—do we
find so many of the New Testament
conceptions of the last days: (1) a
hatred of God; (2) a bitter antagonism
to Christ: (3) a call for supermen,
especially Anti-christ: (4) a lust for
war; (5) the abandonment of moral
standards; (6) the exaltation of selfish
power; and (7) the praise and practice
of cruelty, accompanied by pride. Let
great power be placed with men
whose philosophy is Nietzsche’'s—
and they are increasing by millions—
and you have a stage set for the last
days.

(To be continued)
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is the best way to get at us. After all,
our youngsters are our future. So, let
us see about that!
JIMMY CARTER AGAIN

Let us thank Jimmy Carter for this
Trojan horse, bred and groomed by
the NEA, that assures federal
domination of our public schools and
universities through the Carter-
created Department of Education—a

quid pro quo for the NEA vote that
helped Carter become president.
Thus, Carter gave NEA a powerful
federal voice.

Ronald Reagan in 1980 promised
to abolish this department, but the 2.1
million voters of this ‘teachers’ labor
union were too tempting. Same story
for Bush the Elder and Bill Clinton.
Politics is politics—and the school
children of America are paying a dear
price.

NEA TAKEOVER

The NEA was founded in 1857 by
a group of 43 educators, grew to 2000
members by the year 1900 and today
can boast of over two million dues-
paying union members—with power!

By 1960, the NEA was requiring
teachers to join or lose their jobs.
NEA’s progressive educators were
preparing text books and teaching
materials, featuring social sciences,
and neglecting core subjects such as
math, history, English, science—and
student behavior.

NEA influence on the thinking and
values of our children is profound.
History books are modified to exclude
religious references and the great
accomplishments of many American
heroes, such as George Washington,
Abraham Lincoln, Robert E. Lee and
Henry Ford.

SUPREME COURT TOO

With the infusion of the NEA
progressive education programs
coupled with the Supreme Court
rulings to prohibit prayer and Bible
reading in school, Scholastic Aptitude
Test (SAT) scores began a steady
decline in the 1960s. So, today,
student SAT scores are lower than
those of their parents, meaning that
we are graduating a generation of
youngsters who know less than their
parents.

Let us note at this point that SAT
scores began in Americain 1926, and
in 1941 were put on the same scale as
used today—so, it is valid to compare
parents’ scores with their children’s.

The influence of the progressive
NEA and liberal Supreme Court has
been substantial in the philosophy
and values of the educators now in
charge of educating our youngsters in
public schools and universities. So,
what is going on in these places?

‘WARRIORS FOR ISLAM’

At this critical time of the War on
Terrorism, when the values and
foundations of our American republic
should top school agendas, the Byron
Union School District of Oakland,
California is teaching seventh-graders
to role-play “warriors fighting for
Islam,” dress in robes like Muslims
and study the Islam holy book, the
Koran.

Superintendent Peggy Green
defends her program for “teaching

about Islam and being involved to
stimulate learning and enjoyment.”
She offers a one-sided story with
nothing about militant Muslim
terrorists dedicated to destroying the
“Big Satan,” the United States—and
massacring thousands of innocents on
September 11™" all in faithful
obedience to their god Allah who in
Surah 2, verse 193 of their holy book,
the Koran, directs Mohammad to kill
whoever rejects Islam: “Kill them
until. . .the religion is Allah.” If Ms.
Green doesn’t know this, she should
find out before subjecting our children
to such dangerous drivel that borders
on treason.

Imagine the uproar if Ms. Green
had sponsored role-playing for the
crucifixion of Jesus. The ACLU and
Barry Lynn’s Americans United
would still be in apoplectic arrest.

TOP UNIVERSITIES TOO

Anti-war protesters starred on the
campus of the prestigious College of
William and Mary in Williamsburg
with demonstrations, speeches and
media coverage just before the
Christmas break. They screamed
objections to America’s “terrorist”
bombing of Afghanistan before going
home to Mommy and Daddy for a
fresh infusion of college-expense
money, sometimes $30,000 per year
for the top quality institutions.
Nothing is too good for junior.

Yale is in a class by itself. There a
Muslim chaplain named Zaid Shaki
fearlessly warns Yalies that “Muslims
cannot accept the existing order in
America.” However, Mr. Shaki did
not say when Muslims would be
leaving.

Even so, Yale may allow the ROTC
back now that “it’s a more dangerous
world.” ROTC was kicked off campus
in 1969 when the faculty voted not to
credit ROTC courses. Students drove
90-minutes each way to the University
of Connecticut for their ROTC—and
Yale continued to accept ROTC
dollars.
°: Last year, the Yale professors voted
against awarding President Bush,
himself a Yale alumnus, an honorary
degree, but honored freshman New
York Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton
by inviting her to speak at
commencement. Moreover, in earlier
years and during their first year as
president, Yale awarded honorary
degrees to Theodore Roosevelt,
Franklin Delano Roosevelt and John
F. Kennedy.

This kind of biased Trojan horse
liberalism speaks volumes for the
deletion of honor, character and
Americanisms from America’s
education system—and will hurt Yale
far more than the popular President
Bush, now acclimated to his new job

Continued on page 285
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and better skilled at ignoring petty
insults with a nice smile and Christian
forebearance.
TAXPAYERS PAY
PROFESSORS

At the University of South Florida,
Professor Sami Al-Arian reminds
students that his Allah “curses Jews
and Christians,” adding, “Let us damn
America.” Al-Arian also raises money
for terrorist groups. His salary is paid
by American taxpayers, while
teaching their children. What is wrong
in South Florida for allowing such
insults and arrogance? Why should
Al-Arian remain one more day?

Senior professors at many
American colleges and universities
give so-called “expert commentary”
for documentaries on CNN-TV and
on other networks, without challenge
and with good pay for scurrilous
allegations to undermine our country,
such as the following:

* Claiming the United States was
at fault for the Cold War and the
Soviet Union was the victim of U. S.
aggression.

* Claiming the United States was
the aggressor in World War 11 for
“racist, anti-Asian imperialism.”

* Claiming modern Americans
reject our Founding Fathers as “slave-
owning, European white males.”

Such blatant lies, repeated on
television documentaries by high-
class educators who are giving
students the same treatment, are
having an impact. Unchallenged, they
undermine our foundations.

ANTI-AMERICANISM ON

CAMPUS

These left-wing, often radical,
professors are educating America’s
children and are paid big money by
taxpayers for their shameless anti-
American lies. They are warping our
nation’s next generation of lawyers,
businessmen and political leaders.
Here are more examples of abusive
liberalism:

* Arizona State University officials
fired Professor Jared Sakren for

teaching Shakespeare because if
offended women and minorities, and
came from a “sexist European canon.”

* The University of Michigan uses
confidential admissions criteria for
different racial groups.

* At many universities, curriculi
include a Marxist methodology to
teach Americans to hate their country
and to view their parents as part of a
“capitalist, racist and sexist society.”

* A Chico State University
professor teaches that “Bush wants to
kill innocent people, colonize the
Arab world and capture oil for the
Bush family.”

* University of Texas Professor
Robert Jensen tells students, “The
September 11™ terrorist attack on
America was ho more despicable than
the massive acts of terrorism—that the
United States has committed during
my lifetime.”

* University of New Mexico history
Professor Berthold told his class,
seriously, “Anyone blowing up the
Pentagon has my vote.”

* Students at the University of
Wisconsin at Madison had no trouble
with the anti-American protests, as
they bravely chanted, “One-two-
three-four, we won’t support your
racist war’—not a very clever chant
really from the intelligentisa.

BABY BOOMERS

The NEA collectivist attitudes are
widespread within the public schools,
universities and media, and often
within some churches. Today’s leaders
are the baby boomers—and they have
had full doses. Unless exposed and
halted, our children will also get full
doses—and that portends deep trouble
for a strong and independent
America.

Liberal intellectual baby boomers
today, trained under the NEA
standards, are a problem. An example
is the Oxford-Harvard educated
Michael Kinsley, now editor of Slate
magazine and formerly arrogant co-
host of the CNN-TV “Crossfire”
program. Apparently his credentials
in academe give him virtual carte
blanche in the liberal press.

Kinsley, not a very good sport
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either, calls conservative best-sellers
“barely books at all (but) sloppy stews
of tired anecdote. . .bought for
comfort, not intellectual challenge.”
Clever rhetoric, but author Bernard
Goldberg had the last laugh after
Kinsley called his best-seller Bias
(Regnery, 2002) “dumb.” Lo and
behold, there goes President Bush
walking across the South lawn of the
White House with a copy of Bias in
his hands.

Even so, intellectuals like Kinsley
and other “superiors,” unleased by the
Trojan horse, will be slandering our
popular president as “dumb” too—but
not those who believe and who see
beyond their self-inflicted importance.

(Capt. Evans lives in Norfolk, Va.
His columns are distributed by the
Americanism Educational League of
Buena Park, Cal.)
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ends of the earth: for 1 am God,
and there is none else” (Isa. 45:22).
In the matter of rewards we must look
to ourselves: “Look to yourselves,
that we lose not those things which
we have wrought, but that we
receive a full reward” (Il John 8).
To these distinctions may be added
still another truth. Salvation is a
present possession (Luke 7:50; John
3:36; 5:24; 6:47; Acts 16:31; | John
3:1; 5:1), while rewards are a future
attainment, to be given out at the
coming of Jesus Christ (Matt. 16:27;
Luke 14:14; 11 Tim. 4:8; | Pet. 5:4;
Rev. 22:12).

Instead of taking away from the
doctrine of salvation by free and
sovereign grace, the doctrine of
rewards adds luster to it. God saves
the soul by free grace so that there is
no obligation on the part of a believer
for after payments, else it would not
be by grace (Rom. 11:6). Therefore,
God recognizes an indebtedness on
His part to reward a believer for his
service to Him (Heb. 6:10). Hence
God offers rewards for faithful service
which is rendered toward His name.
In truth it is those who deny the
doctrine of rewards who diminish the
doctrine of salvation by free grace.

THE MEANING OF THE
WORD

In the Old Testament a number of
Hebrew words are rendered “reward”
in our KJV. The primary word
(misthos) in the Greek New Testament
means “to pay for service,” or “hire,
wages, or reward.” The doctrine of
rewards is seen in other terms such as
“sheaves” (Ps. 126:6), “treasures in
heaven” (Matt. 6:20), “the prize”
(Phil. 3:14), “an inheritance” (I Pet.

1:4), and “crowns of gold” (Rev. 4:4).
Peter speaks of these as “praise and
honour and glory at the appearing
of Jesus Christ” (I Pet. 1:7). In |
Corinthians 4:5 Paul speaks of
rewards as “praises of God.”

What manner of love is this? God
so loved us as to give His Son to die
for us, and then He rewards us for
every little thing done for His glory.
This is grace upon grace.

THE REWARDER

The rewarder is called in Scripture
“The LORD” and “the LORD God
of Israel” (Ruth 2:12). Isaiah 40:10
declares: “Behold, the LORD God
will come with strong hand, and
his arm shall rule for him: behold,
his reward is with him, and his
work before him.” Paul called Him
“the Lord, the righteous judge” (I1
Tim. 4:8). The Judgment Seat of
Christ is the place rewards are given
out by Christ, the righteous Judge. All
saints must appear before Jesus Christ
to be rewarded or to suffer loss of
rewards: “For we must all appear
before the judgment seat of Christ;
that every one may receive the
thing done in his body, according
to that he hath done, whether it
be good or bad” (11 Cor. 5:10). The
word “receive” has the idea of
receiving back, which implies that
each deed will receive what it
deserves. The entire life from
conversion to death is viewed as a
unit, having one or two characteristics,
either “good” or “bad.” Some works
will be well-pleasing to the Judge,
while others will be worthless and
displeasing to Him.

The very expression, “the
judgment seat of Christ” indicates
Jesus Christ will be the One who
executes judgment on that day: “For
we shall all stand before the
judgment seat of Christ” (Rom.
14:10). This is also seen in other
Scriptures. “For the Father judgeth
no man, but hath committed all
judgment unto the Son” (John
5:22). “And hath given him
authority to execute judgment
also, because he is the Son of man”
(John 5:27). “Because he hath
appointed a day, in the which he
will judge the world in
righteousness by that man whom
he hath ordained; whereof he hath
given assurance unto all men, in
that he hath raised him from the
dead” (Acts 17:31). “l charge thee
therefore before God, and the
Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge
the quick and the dead at his
appearing and his kingdom™ (Il
Tim. 4:1).

Rewards are usually given
according to the character and ability
of the rewarder. So, first, let us think

Continued on page 286
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of the greatness of the Rewarder:
“Knowing that of the Lord ye shall
receive the reward of the
inheritance: for ye serve the Lord
Christ” (Col. 3:24). The Lord Jesus
Christ is our Judge. He is the eternal
Son of God, the Lord from Heaven,
the King of glory, the Creator of the
heavens and the earth. Our rewards
will be in proportion to the greatness
of our Rewarder.

Second, think of the wealth of the
Rewarder. The Lord told Abraham:
“l am thy shield, and thy
exceeding great reward” (Gen.
15:1). The cattle upon a thousand hills
belong to Him. He owns all the silver
and gold in the world. The earth is
His and the fullness thereof (Ps. 24:1).
He is “able to do exceeding
abundantly above all that we ask
or think” (Eph. 3:20).

Third, think of His goodness. He
loved us so much that He died in our
room and stead. All spiritual blessings
are in Christ, and all rewards come
from Him. He is good because He is
God. If we, being sinners, know how
to give good gifts unto others, how
much more so the One who “went
about doing good” (Acts 10:38)? Oh,
“the riches of his goodness” (Rom.
2:4)!

Fourth, think of His faithfulness.
Christ is called “Faithful and True”
in Revelation 19:11. In Hebrews 2:17
He is denominated as the “faithful
High Priest.” Hebrews 3:2 tells that
He was “faithful to him that
appointed him.” Even if “we
believe not, yet he abideth
faithful” (11 Tim. 2:13). Jesus Christ
“is faithful and just to forgive us
our sins” (1 John 1:9), and He will be
equally faithful to reward us for our
faithfulness (Heb. 6:10).

THE REWARDED

Not every disciple of Christ shall
have their works rewarded. Some will
not have done “good,” but “bad” (I1
Cor. 5:10). Some will let others beguile
them of their reward (Col. 2:18).
Others will lose some crowns (Rev.
3:11). Still others will lose some of the
things which they have wrought and
not receive a full reward (11 John 8).
There will be some followers of Christ
who can go to the Judgment Seat of
Christ with confidence and boldness
(I John 4:17), while others shall “be
ashamed before him at his
coming” (I John 2:28). Some
Christians “shall receive a reward”
(I Cor. 3:14), but others will have their
works burned and “shall suffer loss”
(I Cor. 3:15).

I want to begin to discuss the type
of true believers who are to receive

rewards. First, there is the upright
dealer: “The LORD rewarded me
according to my righteousness:
and according to the cleanness of
my hands hath he recompensed
me. For | have kept the ways of
the LORD, and have not wickedly
departed from my God” (Il Sam.
22:21-22). The special reward in
David'’s case was deliverance from his
enemies. The Lord rewarded him
according to his comparative moral
purity. God spared Noah, a righteous
man (Gen. 7:1), and He delivered Lot,
a righteous man (11 Pet. 2:8). There is
laid down a principle here that God
rewards a man (here and hereafter)
for upright conduct. If we claim to
follow the Holy One of God, we must
be fair and upright in our dealings
with God and man (Il Tim. 2:19).
Remember, Psalm 58:11 says: “There
is a reward for the righteous.”

Second, there is recompense for the
diligent sower: “The wicked
worketh deceitful work: but to him
that soweth righteousness shall be
a sure reward” (Prov. 11:18). The
reward to the sower in this Scripture
is as sure as eternal truth can make it.
Righteousness is the seed; happiness
is the harvest. Hosea says: “Sow to
yourselves in righteousness, reap
in mercy” (Hoseal0:12). Galatians
6:7-8 declares: “Be not deceived;
God is not mocked: for whatsoever
a man soweth, that shall he also
reap. For he that soweth to his
flesh shall of the flesh reap
corruption; but he that soweth to
the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap
life everlasting.” Men are sowing
seeds in the course of this life which
will be harvested in eternity (Ps.
126:5-6). If we plan to reap a bountiful
harvest, we must persevere in much
sowing now: “And let us not be
weary in well doing: for in due
season we shall reap, if we faint
not” (Gal. 6:9).

Third, there is proper payment for
the humble walker: “The reward of
humility and the fear of the LORD
are riches, and honour, and life”
(Prov. 22:4) margin). The godly man
walks humbly with his God. Humility
arises from an understanding of the
greatness of God, especially His
spotless purity. Such conduct will
produce comfort and long life in this
world, and in the world to come
honor, praise, and glory (I Pet. 1:7).
God’s plan is to exalt the humble
(Luke 18:14), and the humble shall
“inherit the throne of glory” (I
Sam. 2:8).

Fourth, there is compensation for
the pursuer of wisdom: “So shall the
knowledge of wisdom be unto thy
soul: when thou hast found it, then
there shall be a reward, and thy
expectation shall not be cut off”

(Prov. 24:14). We are told in Proverbs
4:7: “Wisdom is the principle
thing.” Wisdom is God-given (Jas.
1:5) and very precious (Prov. 8:11).
Those who seek it and practice it find
it presently to be “full of mercy and
good fruits” (Jas. 3:17), and in the
life to come the “wise shall shine as
the brightness of the firmament”
(Dan. 12:3). Our hopes of future
reward for wisdom is founded upon
the Word of God, and we shall never
be ashamed.

Fifth, there is a reward for the godly
sufferer: “Blessed are ye, when men
shall revile you, and persecute
you, and shall say all manner of
evil against you falsely, for my
sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding
glad: for great is your reward in
heaven: for so persecuted they the
prophets which were before you”
(Matt. 5:11-12). Suffering is a part of
being a Christian (Phil. 1:29; 11 Tim.
2:12). The godly sufferer has a home
in Heaven, and He will be given
special rewards in Heaven (Getting to
Heaven is not the reward). John
Broadus says on these verses: “The
Greek implies a definite reward
designed for them, and kept for them
in Heaven.” To those who suffer the
most, the Lord will impart the highest
reward. This reward is not on earth,
but it shall be given out by Jesus Christ
in Heaven.

Sixth, there is proper credit given
to the liberal soul: “Take heed that
ye do not your alms before men,
to be seen of them: otherwise ye
have no reward of your Father
which is in heaven. Therefore
when thou doest thine alms, do not
sound a trumpet before thee, as
the hypocrites do in the
synagogues and in the streets, that
they may have glory of men. Verily
I say unto you, They have their
reward. But when thou doest alms,
let not thy left hand know what
thy right hand doeth: That thine
alms may be in secret: and thy
Father which seeth in secret
himself shall reward thee openly”
(Matt. 6:1-4).

Hypocrites have their rewards
now; the saints in the future life. A
disciple must question the motives
behind his charitable acts. Are they
being done to please God (I Thess.
2:4), or to please men (Matt. 23:5)?
God takes notice of our charitable
deeds. He sees secret good done by
us. The liberal giver will discover in
this life it is more blessed to give than
to receive (Acts 20:35) and that God
loves a cheerful giver (11 Cor. 9:7). The
alms given in secret now will be
rewarded openly at the Judgment Seat
of Christ before redeemed men and
the elect angels.

Seventh, there is a dividend for the

MARK OF THE
BEAST

Look at your name
on the front page of
this month’s paper. £
If you see the mark &=
3-02, so detestable to a
Baptist, wash it out by renewal of green- 5
backs. If not your paper will stop next
month. We are not able to credit. It is
not a good plan.

prayer warrior: “And when thou
prayest, thou shalt not be as the
hypocrites are: for they love to
pray standing in the synagogues
and in the corners of the streets,
that they may be seen of men.
Verily | say unto you, They have
their reward. But thou, when thou
prayest, enter into thy closet, and
when thou hast shut thy door, pray
to thy Father which is in secret;
and thy Father which seeth in
secret shall reward thee openly”
(Matt. 6:5-6).

Our Lord takes for granted that all
Christians pray. The old Baptists said,
“If prayerless, then graceless.” Real
disciples of Christ pray to God, not
men. Prayer is to be a private matter
between the believer and his heavenly
Father (Matt. 26:39; Mark 1:35; Neh.
2:4). God sees our secret prayers. The
Lord told Ananias regarding Saul:
“Behold, he prayeth” (Acts 9:11; cf.
John 1:48). All prayers are to be
rewarded at the Judgment Seat of
Christ before men and angels. The
prayer warrior will have his reward
from the great Intercessor.

Eighth, there is a prize for the
humane disciple: “He that receiveth
a prophet in the name of a prophet
shall receive a prophet’s reward;
and he that receiveth a righteous
man in the name of a righteous
man shall receive a righteous
man’s reward. And whosoever
shall give to drink unto one of
these little ones a cup of cold water
only in the name of a disciple,
verily | say unto you, he shall in
no wise lose his reward” (Matt.
10:41-42).

All followers of Christ demonstrate
hospitality to other believers. It is the
same as if they received Christ
Himself (Matt. 25:40). It is a great
honor to help another believer even
in the simple basic necessities of life.
Our future rewards will be
commensurate with our deeds. We
will be rewarded as if we were
prophets and righteous men.

Ninth, there is a recompense for the
careful worker: “For other
foundation can no man lay than
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that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.
Now if any man build upon this
foundation gold, silver, precious
stones, wood, hay, stubble; Every
man’s work shall be made
manifest: for the day shall declare
it, because it shall be revealed by
fire; and the fire shall try every
man’s work of what sort it is. If
any man’s work abide which he
hath built thereupon, he shall
receive a reward. If any man’s
work shall be burned, he shall
suffer loss: but he himself shall be
saved; yet so as by fire” (I Cor. 3:11-
15).

Some believers build upon gold,
silver, and precious stones—
imperishable and incombustible things.
Others build on wood, hay and
stubble—perishable and combustible
things. The holiness of the righteous
Judge of all the earth will test the
foundations on which men have built
their Christian lives. In view of the
coming fiery test, we had better take
heed how and what we build. “Abide”
indicates your works survive the fiery
test and gains the approval of the Lord.

The words “suffer loss” means loss
of rewards. The word “suffer” denotes
a painful process. A man’s work may
be burned up, and yet he may still be
saved. He shall escape with his life, as a
man is rescued from a burning building.
He is saved, although his property is lost
and his labor has come to nothing.
What a man believes and practices is
important. The Judgment Seat of Christ
will try every man’s work as to “what
sort it is,” not how much it is. The
motive behind our service counts.

Tenth, there is a reward for the willing
minister or missionary: “For though |
preach the gospel, | have nothing
to glory of: for necessity is laid upon
me; yea, woe is unto me, if | preach
not the gospel! For if | do this thing
willingly, | have a reward: but if
against my will, a dispensation of
the gospel is committed unto me”
(I Cor. 9:16-17).

Because of the divine call, Paul felt
compelled to preach. To him it was not
a paid profession, nor a pastime. It was
something he had to do. But if he
preached by choice, showing his heart
entirely concurred, he would obtain a
reward at the Judgment Seat of Christ.
If he preached involuntarily, he could
regard him at best as an unprofitable
slave, who had merely done his duty.

The Lord wants willing service.
“Take ye from among you as
offering unto the LORD: whosoever
is of a willing heart, let him bring
it, an offering of the LORD; gold,
and silver, and brass” (Ex. 35:5, 21-

22, 29). It is written in Il Corinthians
8:12: “For if there be first a willing
mind, it is accepted according to that
a man hath, and not according to
that he hath not.” The missionary and
minister who has willingly preached the
gospel shall have the elder’s crown.
Writing to elders (1 Pet. 5:1-3), Peter said:
“And when the chief Shepherd shall
appear, ye shall receive a crown of
glory that fadeth not away” (I Pet.
5:4).

The sinners converted under our
preaching are our crown of rejoicing:
“For what is our hope, or joy, or
crown of rejoicing? Are not even
ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus
Christ at his coming? For ye are our
glory and joy” (I Thess. 2:19-20).
Ministers must do their duty willingly
and cheerfully, knowing that those who
“turn many to righteousness” shall
be “as the stars for ever and ever”
(Dan. 12:3).

The old Baptist preacher who
baptized me was put on the back burner
in his latter years. The last time | ever
visited with him before his death, we
talked about some of these things. On
this same afternoon we visited the grave
of his wife who had recently passed
from this earth. As we stood there, he
urged me to keep to the old landmarks
of church truth. Tears filled his eyes as
he spoke with grief about his wife and
how some brethren had treated him.
Then he added: “They can keep from
doing many things in the association,
but they cannot deprive me of my
rewards.” How true this is of a faithful
minister of the gospel.

Eleventh, there is remuneration for
the temperate child of God: “Know ye
not that they which run in a race
run all, but one receiveth the prize?
So run, that ye may obtain. And
every man that striveth for the
mastery is temperate in all things.
Now they do it to obtain a
corruptible crown; but we an
incorruptible. I therefore so run, not
as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one
that beateth the air: But | keep
under my body, and bring it unto
subjection: lest that by any means,
when | have preached to others, |
myself should be a castaway” (I Cor.
9:24-27).

Using the figure of a runner (v. 24)
and a boxer (v. 26), Paul stresses the
need of the discipline of self-control.
“So run” requires tremendous effort,
much dedication and determination, in
order to win the prize. There is no place
for half-heartedness. WWe must exercise
the mastery over the power of sin in
our life (Rom. 6:12). Otherwise, we shall
not obtain the incorruptible crown. Let
us consider again the inspired
exhortation: “So run, that ye may
obtain.”

But what is meant by an intemperate

Funnybone

"... A time to laugh..." (Eccl. 3:4).

my stomach or on my mind.”
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replied,
for the key.”

off key.”

Deacon Jones told Bill Tightwad that he had
been reading an Arminian paper and eating -
popcorn. Bill said, “Deacon, why did you do this?” &

The deacon replied, “I did not want anything in

Sadie Smith called the choir at the Possumtrot Baptist Church “the
prison ensemble.” When Pastor Brown asked her why she did this, she
cause they’re always behind a few bars and continually looking
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Bill Tightwad and his ten-year-old son were on a fishing trip miles
from home. At the boy’s insistence, they decided to attend Sunday
morning worship at a small church near the lake.

As they walked back to their car after the service, Bill complained,
“The service was too long. The sermon was boring, and the singing was

Finally, the boy said, “Daddy, | thought it was pretty good for a dime.”
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believer being “a castaway” (adokimos)?
The Greek word can mean
“unapproved.” This word is taken from
bad metals, and it denotes those who
will not bear the test that is applied to
them. Such metals are worthless and are
cast away. It does not mean God will
cast away His people (Rom. 11:2).
Rather, it means that fellow Christians
will cast you away as an unfit servant of
Christ. They will not approve of your
intemperance.

Twelfth, there is payment to the
successful runner in the Christian race:
“Brethren, | count not myself to have
apprehended: but this one thing I
do, forgetting those things which are
behind, and reaching forth unto
those things which are before, |
press toward the mark for the prize
of the high calling of God in Christ
Jesus” (Phil. 3:13-14). Paul uses the foot
race as a symbol of the Christian life.
To him, this was a very common
metaphor (Rom. 9:16; | Cor. 9:24, 26;
Gal. 2:2; 5:7; Phil. 2:16; Heb. 12:1). The
apostle pressed ahead in three ways

First, he had learned to forget the
past: “Forgetting those things
which are behind.” This expression
does not refer to the Jewish
distinctions he had just mentioned
(Phil. 2:5-6). He had abandoned these
previous to his entering upon the
Christian race. Paul means his past
experience in the Christian life, his
successes and failures, his good works
and his sins alike. This past is as
nothing to him. He has blotted it out
of sight and thought. The “things
before” alone concern him.

Often older Christians are content
with past achievements, to look at the
fading laurels which they have gained,
as though they never could be

equaled or surpassed. But to look back
only slows the pace and lessens the
speed. We must not let the past
overshadow the present. Rather, we
must constantly look forward to the
work God still has for us. To look back
is to be a leeks-and-garlic Christian
(Num. 11:5-6).

Second, he looked forward to
those things before: “Reaching
forth unto those things which are
before.” The words “reaching
forth unto” is one word in the
Greek (epeketeio), and it means “to
stretch out” and *“to strain toward
something.” This expression brings
before our eyes an excited runner,
with his head and neck extended
toward the goal, his mind
outrunning his lagging feet. The
plural (“things”) for which he is
reaching is not the prize at the finish
line, but the many things he is
striving to reach along with it. There
are new things to be done and new
lessons to be learned. This involves
a striving for these things—discipline,
concentration, and perseverance.

Third, he presses on toward the
mark of the prize of God’s calling: “I
press toward the mark for the
prize of the high calling of God in
Christ Jesus.” In ancient games there
was a wreath hung at the goal post.
The prize will be bestowed when the
goal is reached and the race is over.
The believer’s life consists of standing
fast, but it is never standing still. The
prize is not the high calling of God,
but it is the reward which the heavenly
calling holds forth. The prize looks on
to the rewards of the Judgment Seat
of Christ (Il Tim. 4:8).

(To be continued)
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